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DISCOURSE 

Concerning The 

Chriftian Sabbath. 



SIS, Jm* 12. 1691. 

I Had a while fince a Book fent me by the Carrier ( I know 
not well from whom) of Mr. Thomas Bamffitd, which in 
the Title-Pagers faid to be Printed for the Author 1 6$>i. 
It is Concerning the Sabbath. Which he thinks fhotild 
rather be Obferved on what we call Saturday, than on 
what we call Sunday. J • 
I ftiould 'not, on this Account, give any Difturbance to the 
Peace or Practice of the Church where I live, fo that a Sabbatlf 
be duly Obferved as to the Subftantiah of it, though perhaps not 
upon what day I fhould ehufe. 

For I do not know, and I believe no man living can tell me, 
whether what we now call Sunday y be a Ftrft, a Second, a Third, 
or a Seventh day, ip* continued Circulation of Weeks from the 
Creation. And what \t'n impoffible for me to know, I think will 
be no Crime to be Ignorant of Nor hath this Author any other 
way than common Tradition, (on which he is not willing that 
we ftiould lay weight,) whereby to guefs, which is the Firft, or 
which is the Seventh day, in fuch a Circulation of Weeks, ei- 
ther from the Creation, or even from Chriji\ Time, 
■ I am fufficiently fatisfied that we ought to keep * Sabbathfint 
is, a day of Holy Reft, after Six days ?[ ordinary labour, accor- 
ding to the Fourth Commandment : and this in a continued 
Courfe or Circulation : But I am not certain, nor can I bc,\vhich 
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is a Firftfor a Seyemh day in fuch a Circulation of Weeks from 
the Creation. And therefore fiiall content my felf to'obferve 
day which I find obferved in the Church where I live. In 
Old England I obferve the Sabbath which here Ifind; And if I 
were in New- England, I would cbferve the Sabbath which I find 
obferved there. Though 1 think* it may be difputable whether 
they and \ye may be ftidto obferve the fame day, ( the Firft Me- 
ridian paflin^ between them and us.) And yet I would^not advifc 
to have it changed in cither. _i \ vJL 

Now I can hardly think, that God hath laid the great ftrefs of 
lb weighty a Point | as whereon the mam of Gods publick Wor- 
lhip doth much depend ) on fuch a Circumftance as is irapoflible 
for, us to knew, and t of which we may be modeftly ignoraut 

1 (houhj rather think that what Chrift fays of the" P/ace,Joh. 4. 
it, 13. The hour turns th when yc fhatt neithtr in this M^Kictn 
norm Jerufalem yotfhip the Father, but the true worfhipers JbaS 
mrfhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth, is in good meafnre true 
of the Time alio ; And, as, it is not fopmerial whether in this or 
that Place, God be Worflilped, fo he be IVorjh fed bright : fo nei- 
ther is it (b material, whether on this or that day^s, that a Sab- 
bath or day of Holy Reft be duly kept. The publick Worfhip of 
God, was then in great nieafure confined to the Temyle ; not in- 
differently, in any place vuithin thy Gates, but inthej)lace which 
the Lord thy God JbaS chafe, to put his name there. Dent. 1 6. 6,11, 
t j, 16. Foe which any other place m?y wjwbc'as well affigned ; 
that men pray every where lifting up holy hands , &c, 1 Tim. 2. 8, 
(Privately in private places, and Publibkly in places appointed 
tor the publics. ) And I do not think we are now more confined 
to the Jewifi Sabbath^ than to the feiwijh Temple. 

This nrt mile d, 1 can agree with this Author in many things 

T agree, that Our Lord Jefus Qhtrlt{ztQO&itig to his Divinity) 
\v& God (and is fo) the true God 7 the God that made Heaven and 
Earth, the God who delivered the La w upon Mount Sinai For though 
we do acknowledgCj in iheGodhead, a Trinity of Per fons ; Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, "(whereof Chrift rtccorcfihg to his Divinity 
]s called the Secon^ferfon, the Son of God, or God the Son;) yet 
thofc Three Terfohs arc hut One [ (j<$/ Nor do t kno\v| atfy other 
true GWbut One, The God that made Heaven and Earth, The Lord 
Jehovah, The GW of Abraham, Tfaac and Jacob, The Lord God of 
Ifraei The Lord then God'who brought them out of the Land of 
Egypt, out of the Houp of Bondage, and befides whotnw ate to have 
* * no 
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no Other Gpd, The God who delivered the Law to them on \3lount 
Skat ; Add I do agree that Our Lord Jejiis Chrilt, u ( as to his 
Divinity ) this God, the True Gq&, %he$nely true God y md that he 
was fo before his Incarnation. Ho^ far each of thofe Anions are 
to be afcribed to this or that Terfon of the Trinity, we need not 
be over felicitous What in the New Teftaraent is.mw peculiarly 
afcribed to this or that of the Three Pcrfons, is in the Old Telia - 
ment wont to be afcribed to God indefinitely, ■ without fuch par- 
ticular application ; the doftrine of the Trinity being then net 
fo diftinctly difcoYered, Biit I cannot agree that Chrift as God 
and Man (in contradi(tin#ion to the Father. and Holy Ghoji) did 
all thofe things , for he was not then Man. 

I agree with him alfo, that God who made the World in Six 
days, Refted the Seventh day, Gen. z. 2,3. Exod. 20. 1 1. And that 
he Bkfj'ed the Sabbath day and Hallowed it. And that accordingly 
he hath appointed after Six days of ordinary Labour, Man Ihould 
obferve a Seventh day of Holy Jieft, and this in a continued fucv'' 

But I fhotijd rather fay, that our Lard Jefus Chrift is (accor- 
ding to his Divinity) that God who Bkftedthe Seventh day Gen. a- 
than , that the God who Bkfjed the Sabbath day, is the Lord Jefus 
Chtift; (as he doihp. 64. and elfcwhere very often, iceming ro 
lay great ftrefs upon it;) Ktir he was not then the Lord Chrift (God 
and Man) nor did he bfefs has Chrift,, but as God; in Union 
with the Father and Holy Ghoft, not as cohtradiflinguithed 
from them, 

I agree alfo, that the Law of the Sabbath is one of the Decalogue 
or Ten Commandments delivered to Ifraei on Mount Sinai, Ex. zo. 

But 1 am willing to think it was a Law before. Not only be- 
*aufc we find it obierved.iuW. 16. (before the giving of the I aw 
on Mount Sinai, Ex. 20. ) hut efpeciallyv becaufc of that in Gen. 
*. God bleffed the Seventh day and Sati&ified it, becaafein it hp 
refted pom all his Wvrk. And thofe who are mod averie to the 
Morality (as it is wont to be called ) or the 'Perpetuity of the Sab- 
bath, or Day of Holy Heft, and are yet very zealous for the Holu 
nefs of "Places, would be very fond of jt if they could findfo clear a 
Teftimonjyand fo ancient^ for the holinefs ot Tlact x as here is for 
that of T&** * 

I agree alfo that the Law of the Decalogue or Ten Command- 
ments, though then given peculiarly to Ifraei, is Obligatory to 
Us alfo, For^though fome Claufes therein do peculiarly reipecl 
them ; as that who brot4ght thee out of the land of Egypt out of the 
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bode of bondage, and that thy dayt may be hngm tbc knd whkk 
the Lord thy 6W nveth thee, (which I think is there faid with a 
mnicular reflect to the land oi Canaan, which God gave to //rat/ 

not to us-) \et the Ef d >' of lhat Law and lhe P rece P uve P artot 
it I take to be Obligatory to others alfo, and to Us in particu- 
lar • the Decalogue being 'Declarative ol whatwas(I think } a Lata 
before (however neglected or forgotten, ) and is by Chnft and 
his Apoftles frequently cited as fuch, even to Gentiles as well 

Nor will I difpute it with him, whether the Sabbath were ob- 
ferved from the Creation to the Fhud For I am wiling to think 
that if it were not, it fhould have been, though, in the ftiort 
Hiftorv that dMofes gives us of that time, there be no memion 
made of fuch obfervation. Bat I doubt it was not mtverjaUy fo 
obferved if at all. For when aU jtefh had corrupted their ways, 
I doubt the Sabbath day and theWorftup of that day were by them 
not much regarded. Nor do i find {Gen. 2J>) anj r exprefs Conu 
(fuch as he demands for the Ftrjt days Sabbath) that it 
fhould be obferved theneefoith by Men, every S^mthdayoixhc 
Week for ever. How far the words he bleffed and fantitfied it 
may extend I will not difputc. It may be ijlrong Intimation (and 
I think it is,) But it is not exprefiy faid, that, M xMfkndmtifi, 
for ever after, obferve every Seventh day, in every Week, of days, 
reckoned continually from thefirft Creation. Nor do I think It nc- 
ceiTarv to have been fo recorded by Mofes, (any more, than the 
Law for Sacrifices, ) if it did otherwife appear to have been the 
Will of God. And therefore I would not have him lay too great 
a ftrefi on what he faith, that there is no exprefs Commandment 
Recorded in the New teftament, for obferving the Firji day : It is 
enough if we there find fufficient Intimation for us to judge that 
God was pleafed to have it obferved. ' 

I fay the like as to the time from the Floud to that ol Abra- 
ham and from thence to the coming of Ifrael out of Egypt For 
I do not find any mention of their obferving a Sabbath ( either m 
the Writings of Mofes, or the Book ot Job) earlier than that ol 
Exod \6> after Ifraels coring out of Egypt, and after the time 
that God is laid to have made a Jlatute and ordinance for them at 
Marah Ex 15- What that Statute and Ordinance was, we 
cannot tell. The Jewifh Writers think (or fome of them) that 
it was that of the Sabbath ;m& perhaps it might, or this be fome 
n?rtof it It was perhaps a Revival of what had been before 
liifded. Nor is it likejy that their Task-Mailers in Egypt 

would 
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would fuffer them to be Idle, and negleft their Work, one whole 

day in Sercn. *»^> * > T) if, . k V i 

Nor do I find any foot-flepsin Hiflory that any other Nation 
but the Jews did (for many Ages after this time) fe much as mea- 
fure out their time by Weeks. 

I know that many Learned and Pious men have been fcarching 
to that purpole and willing to lay hold on any thing that might 
feemtolook that way, Andlfhould be well enough plea fed to 
fee it made out. But I have not feen any thing convi£Uve to give 
me fausfa&ion therein. mli ... rvu .11; 

I have confuhed Clemens Alexandrinus, arid what he cites in 
the Fil th Book of his Stromata, who hath I believe made the bell 
fearch of any into Heathen Writers lor that purpofe. His defign 
in that Book is to (hew that the Heathens had ftojlen or borrowed 
much of their Thilofophy from what he calls Philofophia Barbara 
or Barbarorum, meaning thereby the Jew/Jh Learning; I for, with 
the Greeks, all but themfelves were Barbarians.) And amongft 
many other things, he takes notice of the number Seven fome- 
times mentioned in Heathen Writers, as with fome veneration ; 
which he thinks to be occafioned from that number oft mentioned 
in the Sacred Writers , and particularly from that of their Sab- 
hathy and meafuring their time by Weeks. But he doth not at all 
intimate as if himlelf did think the Heathens fo to have divided 
their time, or to keep that Sabbath, but only that they were ac- 
quainted with the Jewifh Learning, and borrowed much of theirs 
from thence. 

That which therein feemed to me the moil promifing (and by 
others alfo is oft alledged) was that cited from Hefiod, i, it-iU* 
JMpr ftp*? [the Seventh a Sacred day,) But when Iconfultcd the 
place in Hefiod, in his %ty* t itd&t, (in the latter part of which 
he treats of c Days) I find nothing thereof fVecks, or days of (he 
JVeek, but only days of thet^Month, For 'tis this he there propo- 
feth to fpeak of, Ttwjfo i tbe Thirty days of the Mnth,) on 
which he makes divers Remarks ; as, which of them were to be 
accounted Good days, and which Bad days, and, for what purpojes. 
And begins with thefe, 

T» jS 'AtfBtt.ai/* %ynis££ ^Utn AnV. 

{Begin ue with the FtrB, and the Fourth, and the Seventh, the Sa- 
cred day, Becaufe that on this day Apollo wh& hath the Golden 

^ Sword 
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Sword was born 0/Latona. ) So that (it fcems) the Seventh day (not 

the Ftrjl) was then Sunday. (For Apollo with his Gold Sword, is but 
another name for the Sun.) But it was the Seventh ly of thr 
tffonth, not the Seventh day of the Week, (for of Weeks he there 
Jays nothing. ) And he then goes on to fpeak of the Eighth and 
Ninth days ; then of the Eleventh and Twelfth, next of the Tbir- 
teenth, and fo of other days of the Month ; {hewing which of them 
were accounted Lucky days, and which Unlucky, and for what 
Affairs. But nothing of Weeks at all. 

However, /#/Whimfelf, though one of the Oldcft of the Hea- 
then Writers, is but young as to the times we fpeak of; who is 
reckoned to have lived about the time of King Uzziah, Seven 
Hundred years after the time we arc now confidering, upon the 
coming of IJ'rael out of Egypt. Nor doth Clemens Akxandrinus 
think, wlrcn they name Seven, it was from any OldTradition (from 
Adam or Noah) but from what acquaintance they then had with 
the Jewifli Writers of later time. , vi.v. u> s.Ij 

Nor do 1 find any thing that is more to thepurnofe, in ail there 
cited by Clemens Alexandrhms than this of He/iod But if any 
where he could have found, that the Heathens divided their Time 
by Weeks ; no doubt but he would have mentioned this as borrow- 
ed from the Jewi/h Learning; ( which was the thing he was there 
inquiring after.) And, when he faith nothing of it, we maybe 
lure he could not find it. I find indeed that fomc of the Heathens 
(as Terfms and Lucian) do laugh or jeer at the Jewifli Sabbath 
{recutitaque Sabbatapallent) and therefore did know of the Jewifli 
Sabbath ; But not that they did obferve it, or fo much as divide 
their Time by Weeks. 

Now if we fhould admit, that in fome Families (where the 
true Woifhip of God was preferved) there be aftrong prcfumption 
(for 'tis no more) that they did obferve a Sabbath; that is,* Seventh 
day of Holy ReB after Six days of ordinary Labour; yet 'tis a que- 
ftion, whether that were juft the Seventh day in a continual luc- 
ceffion of Weeks f t&ra Ae Creation; ; 

And if at any time there chance to be an intermidion, and the 
day forgotten, it is impoffible (without a Miracle or anew Reve- 
lation) that it can be reftored again. And if from thenceforth they 
would again keep a Sabbath (as we mid the Pafs-over was revived 
by Hezekiah and Jojiah which had been long intermitted z Kings 
23. and 1 Chr. iy.) they muft begin at adventure, and thence 

Now if we coftfider, that the true Worfhip of God wa*oft re- 
duced 
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Iduced to fome one family, as in the time of Noah, and perhaps of 
Abraham; and even that Family foraetimcs corrupt enough, (as 
was that of Nahvt, f rom whence AbtaJ:am for that reafon was re- 
moved ; and that ot Laban where Jacob fojouraed; and how pit 
alfo the like happened, we cannot tell ) Jt was very poUible the 
Sabbath might be negleftcd as himfelf ebferves ^. 6j, it had 
leen before and under the Captivity for a long time, M\d made a 
Market-Jay, as well as any other day of the Week ; like as the 
Temple was become a tJMarket. place, Mat. 21. 12,13. Job. 7. 14. 
16. As was alfo the Pafs-over in great meafure from the time of 
StmucluW that of Jofiab, 1 Chr. 37. 18. And the Feaft of Taber- 
nacles, horn the days of Jofbuah to Nebemiab,Hd\. 8. 17. And 
Circumeifion,for Forty years together in the Wildernefs^A s>$- 
t Now ifCircumci/ioH and the 'Pafs.over and the Feaft of T aberna- 
les were thus neglefted when they were at Liberty.-^ how much 
tore the Sabbath, when they were Band men in Egypt ; of which 
fce have not the leafi mention f rom God's keeping a Sabbath, Gen. 
1. 3. till af ter lfracls coming out of Egvpt, Exvd. 16. • 
^ Nor is there the leaft mention (as 1 fhew'd but now ) in any 
ftdry Sacred or Profane, fo much as of dividing their time by 
'eeks, all that time ;nor,except that of Ifrael,for many Ages after. 
And though the Sun, Moon and Stars (Gen. 1. 1 + ) are faid to 
for Signs and for Seafons,for 7)ays and for Teas, yet not a word 
rhere of Weeks. Nor could they indeed, by their Motions, di- 
nguifh Weeks, as they do Months and Tears. And therefore 
ough I find Tears and Months to have been obferved all the 
World over long ago; yet Weeks no where (that I know) of 
cicnt times, but by the Nation of the Jews oncly, nor by them 
fore their coming out of Egypt. 

So that, though, I am willing to think, the Sabbath oughTto 
e been obferved all that while, yet there is too much reafon 
doubt it was not ; or, if at all, not without frequent intermilli- 
s, which would, in this cafe, be fatal. 

Now to argue as he doth, that Abel,' and Enoch, and Noah, and 
-aham, were good men, and are (fome of theni)faid to wa!{ with 
^ and to keep his Commandments, and therefore may be pre- 
nwd to have kept a Sabbath, is but a weak argument as to matter 
WFdff, arid, to begg the Qjiejtion For we arc not to think them fo 
as to be guilty of no failings ox omiffims. 
The Law of Mairiage is ceitainly as Old, if not Older than 
tof the Sabbath, the tenour of which was (he tells us p. 6x.) 
t they Two fhould be one fejh; not y t hey Three, lour cr Ftve : yet 

he 
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he tells us alfo, that Toligamy, or having many Wives, w fre- 
quently praSlifed, from Lamch to Malachi, even byjome eminent in 
the Church at that time, and by them [be fuppofeth) held to be lawful 
And it may as well be thought, the Law for the Sabbath might 
fometime (within that TwoThoufand Ftve Hundred Tears) be neg- 
lected and forgotten ; as that of Mairiage ; In a time when there 
was no writing (that we know of ) to preferve it. And, if once 
forgotten, it could never (as to that Seventh day) be recovered. 

And I would ask that Gentleman, In cafe the day fhould chance 
to have been fometime forgotten, (as is very poflible and not un- 
likely,) and that after fuch time (upon finding the Book of the Law, 
as in Jofiah's time 2 Kings n. 8. which had been loft) it did ap- 
pear that a Sabbath Jhould have been kept, but was not, (as was there 
the cafe of the Toft-over, Chap. 23. 21.) What doth this Gentleman 
;think (in fuch cafe) fhould be done ? Muft they never Refiore the 
Sabbath becaufe they do not know the day ? Or muft they begif 
upon a New Account f I fhould think this latter ; (and that it would 
be warranted by the Fourth Commandment ; ) notwithftanding his 
Objeftion, No other day (but the Seventh from the Creation) U 
Commanded-, No Tromifexo the Obfervance of any other; nor 
Threatning for the Omiilion. a rtA> \\ > ] 

Indeed in our days when fo great a part of the World reckon by 
IVecks, and we be ftored with Aftronomical Tables adjufted to 
the Motions of the Sun, Moon and Stars, and many Celeftial Ob. 
fervations, (as for Inftance, that fuch a Year, fuch a Day, of fuch 
a Month there was an Eclipfe on Monday morning, or the like^ 
'twere more eafy to re&ify fuch an intermiflion. But in thofc 
day^, when there was nothing of all this, nor fo much as the ufe 
of Writing ( that we know of ) older than Mofes; There was no 
way to reSify an interrupted Tradition. 

All which is not faid to difparage the Obligation of the Sab- 
bath day (for which I have as great Veneration as he that pleads 
for the Saturday Sabbath,) But onely to fhew, that we can be at no 
Certainly, (and fcarce a Conjecture,) which is the Firft, Second, 
or Seventh day of the Week in a continued Circulation of Weeks 
from the Creation. And coufequently I cannot think that the 
great ftrefs of the Fourth Commandment is to be underflow 
of juft /^/Seventh day. in every fuch Week f?c>m *he;X?re% 
tion ( which I doubt cannot be known) But rather that there 
fhould be a Weekly Sabbath ; that is, after Six days of Work, the 
Seventh fhould be a Holy Reft, and then, after another Six day* 
of Work, the Seventh fhould be again a Holy. Reft ; ajid fo cofl 

tinu- 
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tinually ; which is as truly obfervedin the Sunday-Sabbath, as in 
that of Saturday. 

As when God requires the Tenth of our Increafe ; it is not 
meant of the Tenth m Order (for it fhould rather be the Firft in 
Order, for he requires the Firjt-fruits) but the Tenth in Propor- 
tion ; So here the Seventh. 

And this Author knows very well, that it is fignally noted by 
Expofitcrs on the Fourth Commandment, and other Writer's 
about the Sabbath, That this Commandment begins with He- 
member to ieep Holy the Sabbath-day, or the day of Reft, (not the 
Seventh day ; much lefs the Seventh day of the Week from the 
fiifi G eatton , ) And what is that day of Reft, the next Words 
tell us, Six days (halt thou labour, but the Seventh is the Sabbath, 
jyc. That is, after Six days of Labour, the Seventh {hall be a 
day of Reft. And in the clofe of that Commandment (Ex. 20. 
11.) our bibles have it wherefore the Lord bleffed the Sabbath-day 
(not as we commonly repeat it, the Seventh day) and hallowed it. 
The Reafon given to inforce it is, For in Six days the Lord made 
Hewen and Earth &c. and refted the Seventh day^nd accordi ngl v 
fhould we, after Six days of Work have a Seventh day of Reft, 
and fo onward. 

If he thinks that to make a difference, that we now reckon 
our Weeks to begin with the day of Reft, and after that, Six 
Working days (which in a continued Circulation comes all to 
one,)I will allow that Gentleman (if that willpleafe him better) 
to begin the Week on Monday, and then Sunday will be the Se- 
venth. The Commandment fays nothing of the Seventh day of 
the Week in a continued Succeflion from the Creatton ; but the 
Seventh day after Six doys of Labour. 

And whereas he obferves (and would lay great weight upon it) 
that it i% (bafbebigiri} the Seventh (the article ha anfwering to our 
the ) not a Seventh. Tis very true, and very proper fo to be. For 
the meaning is not that, after Six days of Labour, there fhould be 
a Seventh for Reft no matter when; but the Seventh day, that is, the 
next day after thofe Six. 

Bu: it is not faid the Seventh in Courfefiom the Creation. Juft 
as when it is faid, a Male-Child is to be Circumcifed the Eighth 
day, ic is not meant of an Eighth day in Courfe from the Creation; 
but, the Eighth day from the Birth. And in like manner Ex. 1 2. 
10. In the Seventh dy there (hall be a holy Convocation ; it is 
not meant of the Seventh day % $f the Week from the Creation ; but 
on the Seventh day of the %qfl of unleavened Bread, what ever 

B day 
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day of the Week that happen to be. ; And Exod. $6* 5,15*. 
The Sixth and Seventh day there mentioned, feem plainly to 
be, not the* Sixth and Seventh in courfe. frmytht \,Crt&tion 
( which I doubt was not then known ) but iwnyihtfojt rmingrf 
Jfrtflft jGti'frf; 3 yd -V- [\ vis salpp-i sd iol ( iobiQ 

He'U fay perhaps, the Jews obfervedTuch Seventh from 
the Creatim^ and that was their Sabbath, But that is morfetffcan 
he or I know, or any man living. They had I grant, a Circuit 
tion of Seven days, but from what Epocha we canno* tell. And 
when Mofes tells them (on the Svtth day) Ex 16-12. To morrow is 
the Jteji of the Holy Sabbath. It feems to be the fixing of a.u^ 
Epocha (from the nrft raining of; Manna) and then all his Argu- 
ments, from the continual Obfervation of the Seventh day from 
the Creation till that tarae,are at an end. Whether this(trom the 
lirft raining of Mannd)\K the fame with that from the Creation ; 
no man can tell. And there is Six to One odds that it is not. 

Now, that there is a new Courfe.ofSa]>hathg(froiii a new begin- 
ning) whereof this Seventh day from the firlt raining of Manna is 
the Firft, and not a continuation of a former Courfe hitherto ob- 
lcrved without interruption; feenrts farther evident from this 
confideration, Becaufc, if this were but a continuation of that 
uninterrupted Courfe of Sabbaths, then the, next Seventh day 
before it, would have been a Sabbath alfo, and to have been in 
like manner obferved ; that is* the next day before the firft rain- 
ingof dMawia. But, on that day we find ( Exod. 16. n, 13. ) 
the §lmi/s came up and covered the Camp, without any Prohibition 
to gather them. If therefore they might not ("now) gather Manna y 
becaufe it was the Sabbath ; but might ( before ) gather Quails; 
it fhould teem, that was not a Sabbath. * 

And if it be not allowed, upon occafion, to fix a new Epocha ; 
then if. the Circulation of" Weeks Irom the beginning of the 
World (which was then above 25 00 years old ) did ever chance 
tc have been interrupted, and the day forgotten, ( as in all likely- 
hood it might be in Egypt, if not long before) or if ever after it, 
fhould chance fo to be(as in the days of Jojiah when the Book of the 
Law was lofi, and the Tafkover forgotten ;} men muft never keep 
2. Sabbath thenceforth. For then all bit own Arguments return 
upon him \ No other day is Commanded ('tis Will-worfhip) no Pr#- 
mife to the Obfervance, no Threatning for the Negleft. 

I fhould rather think, if that day were unknown ( as I believe 
it is) Any day were better than Nfi*f at all For God's Corn- 
Bunds do more refpeft the Subftance of the Duty than the Cir- 
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cumftance of Time, efpecially if they cannot both be had. 

Circumcifion was to be Adminiftred on the Eighth day, accor- 
ding to the Inflitution, (I do not mean the Eighth day of the 
Weckj but the Eighth day of the Chi/ds Age; and therefore on 
me fatne day of the Week on which the Child was Born.) But if 
by Accident or Default it were omitted, it might bedoneany day 
af ter, rather than not at all. Abraham we know was 99 years 
old, and Ifhmael 13 when they were Circumtifed, (and what was 
the Age of other Males in Abraham's Family, we cannot tell;) 
and a Profelyte, at itiy Age, ^$ to be Circumci fed ; (though 
perhaps it were not remembrcd on what day of the Week lie uas 
Born;)and thofc who were horn in the Wilderncfs for Forty years 
tot ether, were all Circumci fed at once, Jofh. y. 4, 9. (though 
not all born on the fame day of the Week] 

The Pafs-over was appointed to be eaten ftanding, with their 
Loyns girt, their Shoes on their feet, and their Staffs in their 
hand, as in haft to be gon# Ex. r 2, - Yet our Saviour feemeth to 
have Eaten it Sitting, m rather L$iitg, And none of ihemwerc 
iojiir out of doors tiU morn}ng, Ex 1 i, 11. Yet Chrift and his 
Difciples went out the lame night to the mount 1 of 'Olives, and 
thence to Getkfhnanc, Mat. 26. 30, -$6. 

The Shew-bread was td^be eaten by the Prieftsonly : yet our 
Saviour obferves that David did eat erf it (on a fpecial occa(ion) 
without Warning him foir fo doit^g; 

The Rechabites are commended Jcr. 3 1 . for obeying the Corn- 
mand oi Jonathan their Father, not to drink ffwe, nor build Efoa- 
fes,but to dwell intents &c. Yet did they,upon Nebuchadnezzar's 
Invafion, quit their Tents and repair to Jerufakm ; nor is it re-< 
pined a Difobedicnce. 

[ The Tafchal Lamb was 'to be killed the Fourteenth day oftheFirjl 
Month at Evening : Yrt4f tael^^mfider how little knowledge they 
had in thofe days, of the Sun and Moons motions, and if we coiv 
tfder what the Jewifh Writers tell us of their very uncertain 
Meth«! of judging, which was the F ir ft Month ^ and which the 
Fourteenth day of that Mtmth, we (hall find they were at great 
uncertainties, as to the jtrtt day ,; yet was not the Service thereof 
to be negleftcdj'uppn pfetejlfe there was danger of milling the 
right d&y* h 'um;r! m.^uu v.->fn iMfvimop 

For they had not Almanacks in thofe days, as wc have no*. 7 , 
to tell us be fore hand when will be a new Moon. But (if wc may 
believe the Jewifli Writers ) their manner was, about the $we 
when they evpeftcd a New-Mootr, to ftnd men to watch for iron 
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the Top of fome Hill or high place ; and he who could firft dif- 
cover a New-Moon, was to tell the Prieft, and he to blow the 
Trumpet to give the People notice that there was a New-Moon, 
(much like our Cuftom at Oxford, at the time of the Jjjizes, to 
let fome on St. Maries Steeple to watch when the Judges are com- 
ing, and then to Ring the Great Bell to give notice to thofe con- 
cerned that the Judges are at hand;) But, in cafe of Cloudy 
Weather, if in three days time from their firft Expe&ation no 
man could fee a New-Moon, they did then venture (but not be- 
fore) to blow the Trumpet without feeing it, which nnifl needs 
caufe a great uncertainty ; and the fame Moon fooner feen atone 
place than at another, and the Pafs-over kept accordingly. And 
tis manifeftin the Story of our Saviours laft Pafs-over, that he 
kept it on one day and the Jews on another ( perhaps he about a 
Fortnight before, might fee a New-Moon, a day fooner than they 
did.) Sogreat uncertainty there was at that time, as to the parti- 
cular day, though the Institution was punctual for the Fourteenth 
i day of the Firft Month. And the like uncertainty there was as 
to all their Feafts of New-\3loons. 

And even in our days, when the Motions of the Sun and Moon 
are much better known than at that time they were, we are far 
from being exaft in point of time. Our Rule for Eafter is much 
the fame with theirs for the Tafi-over ; The Rule in general is 
this, The Sunday next after the Fourteenth day of the Ftrft *3lonth 
is to be Eafter day. But when we come to make particular ap- 
plication, we do ftrangely mifs of our Rule. And our Pafchal 
Tables which thould direft us, do put us farther out than it we 
had none at all. 

For (by reafon that we take the length of our common year a 
little too long, by about Eleven minutes of an hour, and the 
length of our Months too long alfo; ) lince the time that thofe 
Tables were made, 'tis well knqyriv that the beginning of our 
Ecclefiallical Firft Month, is Ten or t Eleven days later than that 
of the Heavens ; and our Ecclefiallical New-Moons and Full- 
Moons, is later by Four or Five days than thofe of the Heavens. 

x Whereby we do very often raiftake the cj/tfiw//;, and yet oftner 
the true Week, for keeping of Eafter. And though Pope Gregory 
the Eighth, did (fomewhat more than an Hundred years ago) 
fom^wnat re&ify the Calendar, yet both Papifts and Proteftants 
do obferve, fome the Newer Gregorian, and fome the Older "Ju- 
lian account, and ( in the United Provinces of the Netherlands ) 

* one Town obferves one account, and the next the other account 

and 
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and accordingly keep their Eaters (if at all) at Three, Four or 
five Weeks, diftance. >U a.'ivfr v t^L* ' [J* 

And fo for Chriftmas-day. Tis not agreed atuongftChronoIo- 
gers either what Year,or what Month, much lefs what day o. that 
Muuh r our Saviour was born, yet we keep "December i^m 
memory of, his Birth, as fuppofing him to have been then born. 
Yet we are at fo great uncertainty, that we reckon the year 
169% from his Circumcijion, to begin the Firft of January ' ; but 
the fame year as from his Conception, not till the is th ot dMarcfi 
next following ; as if his Birth andCircumcifion had been a quar- 
ter of a year before, his Conception. 

And if we be now at fo great an uncertainty, in fo lhort a Pe- 
riod as from the Birth of- Chrift, I do not think the Jews could 
be ounftual, as to a day, in obferving their Pafs-over ; and much 
lels, as to a day from the Creation of the World. 

HeTfay perhaps, that Eafter and Chnftmas being ot humane 
Institution, it is not much matter though .ye mifs the day, 
nor much matter perhaps whether it be kept or nq. Be nfo; 
But the Pafs-over was of Divine Inftitution ; yet were they a; 
a great uncertainty, and might chance to mifs more than a day 
or two ; yet was not the Duty to be therefore ncgktted. The 
miftake of a Day was of much lefs concernment thai) the neglett 
of the Duty ; As was the Ttthing of Mint, and Anmfe, than the 
weightier things of the law. Thefe Jittle Qircuwftances are but 
Shaddows, in comparifon of the Suhftanfe y as the Xompanfon 
isCW.2. 17. t -.//i.in.^ I, tbirfw ) ; V^j* - 1 v\\ »v>L: 
Which is not faid to incourage any one to violate the Law* i » 
God, even in little things, ( for we find Qod fometimes very fe- 
vere even in fuch ; as in the Cafe ot (fzzah's touching the Ark, 
and Nadab and Abihus offering Jlrange Fire ; for Reafons beft 
known to hirafelf, of which we are not; aware. ) But onely to 
{hew that the Subltantials of a Duty are to.be regarded more than 
Circumftantials ; and thefe upon occafion to give way to thofe. 
And in fuch Cafes (if it were a fault) the Prayer of Hezthah 
( i Chr. 30. 18. ) is to take place, The good Lord pardon every one 
that prepare th his heart to feek God, though he be not cleanfed accor- 
ding to the Turification of the SanBuary. And his Servicers ac- 
cepted, though (as it is exprcfly noted) they did eat the Taft-over 
ctherwife than as it was written. And, tn the Second Month, in 
ftcad of the FtrJ^ rn \ l ; r -i J*lf ! 11 V i /l • • ' 
N ,<to And doubtlefsin the prefent cafe, If we do not know (as cer- 
tainly we do not) which is the Ftrft or Seventh day in a continual 
* ^ 4 1 Orcu- 
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Circulation from the. Creation, it is much better to keep a. Week- 
ly Sabbath on any day of the Week whatever, than to keep none 
at all 7 and much more agreeable to the tniemeankg of the Fourth 
Commandment. { j. - v prirJ* , j 

All which is faid, partly by way of Caution, not to be forward 
upon flight grounds, to difturb the Peace and fetied pWtiti 
of the whole Chri/han Church at this day, il ft ?i 

Partly to take off what he would have to be admitted but can- 
not be proved, that the Seventh day in a' continued Circulation 
of Weeks from the firft Creation, wife obferved as the Weekly 
Sabbath, from the Creation to the Flood v from thence to Abra- 
ham; from thence to Ifraeh coming out of Egypt ; ahrt :: ffom 
thence till after the Refurre&ion oP (Shrift, Which I think is 
impoifiWc for any man to krtow, r 

And partly to fatisfy what he objefts from the Fourth Com- 
mandment Which faith indeed that there is to be a gefit on the 
Seventh day after Six days of Labour^ but not a word of its being 
fUch Seventh day in a continual Circulation of Weeks from the 
Creation. And therefore we are fate hitherto, for ought 1 fee. 

But He come up a little nearer to him; He may perhaps tell 
ns, (though I do not find he doth) that the jews ' did certainly 
keep their Weekly Sabbath (at the -wine of our Saviours dtfctttii 
on What they called the Seventh day. If not on the Seventh day 
of the Week from the Creation (oi which we can have no cer- 
taimy) at leafUn the Seventh day ol the Week, as the Weeks 
were then reckoned; (which I readily grant him;)' atid that 
they had fodone foT -a long time before, and perhaps from the 
time of giving the Law on Mount Sinai. (And it may be fo; for 
ought I know, but we cannot ht certain,} And what was then 
ca cd the Firft day of the f^eek, was another day from what they 
ca ed the Seventh (*hieh I admitSallbv) And that, what they 
called the Seventh day, u now what we call Saturday, and what 
they called the Firft day 5s what we now call Sunday. But this, I 
feVJ is more than he or I know. He may think fo : and fo do I - 
but I am not fure of it. ' 

;The reafon why I think fo t is, becaufe I thmk that Chrift or 
lm ApoIUes (according to Chrifts direction) did remove the 
obfervation of the Sabbath, from the Seventh to the Firft day of 
the Week, arid that we havener finee kept the Sabbath as they 
did, (tor I do, not know that it hath been fince altered ) and as 
we now k eepit on Sunday, fo I believe they did ; arid *he*fore 
think that our Sunday is what they ealkd the Firft day. 

And 
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And if the ApolHes did then remove it from their Seventh 
ay to their Firft day, I prefume they haddireaion from Chrift 
S> to do, who -aftci* his Refurreihon^MttV him/rif to thm fir 
f^irfy Jays , giving, Commandments to An Apsjilesjfzakmg to them 
■jfifatfj fmming to the Kingdarn of God, Ads i. z\ i And 
therefore, what th^/did afterwards in ietling ihc Chnilian 
urch, they did (wi are to prefrme) according to fuch Dire- 
ns and Conimandmeiits ,of Chnit, and this in particular of fo 
loving the ObicrvatjorttoLthe Safrbftth day, it they did remove 
^Mj^I- th : >; . done) by his Authority who was Lord of the 
Sabbath day;M%X^.\%&\ £*iJfcJ£ 

But if they did not fo remove ;t; I do not know that it hath 
"fince been changed. For I think we .kqop the fame Sabbath 
ujhich they did* rand that the Chriltian Church hath ever fince 
ft done ; ajid doth pretend fa .to have done, by a conftanjc Tradi- 
tion ever fince. And we therefore think aw Sunday to be their 
Eirft day of.the Week, becaufe we think; their Sabbath fo to have 
■b^n; %utni we rttikdfetin that Tradition, .we are ( for ought 
I know) accordingly xriifbfcc^ m thinking Sunday to be their 
Firft day ; ( For we have nothing btit Tradition for either.) And 
then lor ought he can fhew (by better than Txaditkm) to the 
Contrary, our Sunday may be their Seventh day, . And then he 
nath no pretenfe to quam jwij&b it^i , ; ; ? ovvjI yrjn , "m >: : j; 
: Ji he lay the Jews-do at this day keep Saturday as thcif Seventh 
<fey. I conies they do. But they do no more, know which is 
the Seventh day ; than we, which is the Fxrft.day^ And becaufe 
they find that Chriftians generally take Sunday to Be what was 
before called the Full day, they do accordingly take Saturday to 
b$ their Seventh day. Bui their Tradition is of no greater Au- 
thority than ours. All depending upon this, that aur Sunday 
^U3g that Sabbath jwhicfo ^w/^think Chriit or bis Apofiles did 
•PPOi-nt, we take it to be^the Firft d&y, becaufe Chrift -or his 
ApolUes ;by Chrifls dire&ions ) did remove the obfervation of 
the Sabbath to that day. ^i^v ., 

He 'I fay pefhap^if dfe not my felf think our Sunday to be 
thear Seventh day. And then, why fhould not our Sabbath be 

P 'Tis true, I do not ri}ink\our SBbiay to be their Seventh day. 
And I have told you the reafon why I do not think it ; Becaufe I 
think Chrift or his Apoftley did change the day, and for that rea- 
fon only. And for the fame leafon I think, our Sabbath fhould 
Was now it is, and as I ithink' it hacli^ been ever fince. But if I be 
id ruiftaken 
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miftaken in it, I may be miftaken in the other alfo : But, either 
way, Sunday 13 yet to be our Sabbath. 

He fafc, It it is no where exprefif faid in Scrif>ture 7 thzi the Apo- 
files dUKps change it True, and 'tis no where faid hi Scripture 
that ou«unday is not their Seventh day. It may be the fame 
for oughfil know, (and for ought he knows ) if it were not then 
changed. Though, "becaufe I thij^k the day was then changed, 
I do therefore think it is not thfcffame. And if it were not 
changed, then all the difference 'is, that what they called the 
Seventh day of their Week, we call the Firft day of our Week. 
Which, if the Author do not like, he may call Monday- the Firft 
day, and then Sunday will be the Seventh/as it was before.'' ^ 

But I fay further ; There be many things, even as to the Wor- 
fliipof God, which we may reafonably think to have toff 
though it be not exprejlyfaidfo ji but ohlf to be colle&ed by cpn* 
fequence from what is faid. - 

Tis no where faid cxprefly, that, after the 'Firft Sabbath of 
God himfelf, {Gen. % 1) any other Sabbath was ever kept be- 
fore that in Exod. id. which was above Two Thoufand and Five 
Hundred Years after. Xtt this Author would have us think it 
was obferved all that while ; and that it was commanded fo to be, 
which yet is no where faid exprefly. Buc a flight preemption, 
it {eems, may lerve his turn, but not ours. 

Tis known that God was Worfhiped by Sacrifices very early ; 
at leaf! as early, as that of Cain and Abel ; and thattbis Wor- 
ftli|> was ac6§pted of God, at leaft that of Abel; And" therefore 
I luppofe thisJiujhor would have us think it was Commanded, 
(not a meei* fm$~w&rfiip 7 without any Dire£tion or Indention 
Ironi Godr)*Yet we are no where told, of any fuch Command or 
Inflitotion. • %u w*pb llk< lztm uttfeftyoju 

We may faythelikeof Jacob's confecrating a Pillar, by pomng 
Oyl upon ltflk 28, 18. though we do nor find mention, before 
that time, of any^direftion for any fuch Confecratmn ( of things 
or perfons ) by Anointings or Fearing on 0/1 

Wc have aifo realbn to think there jfas %cne Command from 
God, that the Fire for Incenfe (hould'BS^tfen from. the ^//^ir, 
(or Tomewhat oflike nature; ) elfe NadaF&hd Abibu \fcttiid not 
have been deftroyed for Offering ftrange Fire. 1 Yet we are noi 
where told expreffy of any fuch Command. 

We have no particular Command (that I know of) for Bap- 
tizing of Infants, nor any particular mention in Scriprure of 
any fiich Baptised. Yet I do not know that this Author would 

have 
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have, us thence. infer,, -that nbne fuch were baptized, or that 
they ought not fo to be. 

Nor have we any exprefs memiott.of Wsmtns receiving the 
other Sacrament , nor any exprefs Comrfiatad for their fo doing 
( any more than for Female* being Gi rtiuncifed ), yet I know not 
any who doth therefore tMnfc: they ought not. ..; 

We know that Ghiidren were reputed -Members- of the Church 
of God befbreSCjbrifts coming; and we have no neafon to think 
that/Chrift did, put, them out (and make them in a worfe con* 
dmon than they were before ) but rather wotild have them con- 
tinued to be ; and feenw to favour it, by that oi fajfer Utile ChiU 
dr en to, come to n&md 'forbid [tfcte not ; f^ t tffmi\tsibc:Kp^iom 
of Heaven Mar. lov't^ahd did accordingly embrace thtt4 as liich. 
And therefore, as {before ) they , were Gircunicifed } (which wagi 
then the Sacrament ot Adnijtflion ;) So they fh6uld { now ) be Bapk 
tmd (which is our Sacrament of Adraiflion;) And when we find 
whole Fmntlies to. be Baptized, we cannot think but that there 
might be little Children in fome of thenv ; (and more likely lb rhan 
otherwise.) And we are^nfuch cafes,to pra&ife scolding to what 
we may judge by what ( we find. , We fihd alfo. that Women were 
Baptized (though not Circumajed 'in the Jew Hh Church,) yet wc 
have jm C$mmand for fo doing. And becaufe there feems to be 
the fame reafen for Womens receiving the other Sacrament as for 
tSMen 7 (and,* we find nothing to the contrary,) therefore we do 
now pra&ife it (as the moft likely to be God's Will, according to 
the Light we now have) though we find in Scripture neither ex* 
prefs Precept nor Example for it, 

In XM manner k is no Argument that Chrift or hisApoftles 
did not make fuch a change, becaufe in Scripture it is not exprejfy 
jfoid fo. 'Tis enough if we there find fo much as that we may 
thence reafonably Judge they didfo'; and more likely fo than not. 

Now I meet with fo much there to that purpofc, as makes me 
judge they did. And fo much as ( I believe ) would make this 
Gentleman fo to think, if he were not otherwise prepoflefled with 
prejudice ; and with agreat fondnefs to find out fome what where- 
with to find fault. 

1 fiud that Chrift, on the. very day' of his RefuiTeftion (which 
was thc;,/^ day of their Week) did not only appear to the good 
Women at the Sepulchre (who fought him there) and declare 
to them the RefuneRivn ( which was then to Treacb^ new Do- 
dtrine, of which they were nqt be-fore aware) and bid them itll 
it to his Difciplcs ; Buj did alfo the f^ ni$yjay himfejf declare jt to 
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Two of them going to Emmm (Luk. \^ ) Trenching to there, 
from Mofes and the Trophets ver. ar, 16, zn. The Doftnneof his 
i9^/i Mil Refunt&m (which was to ihem a new Dnftnue, 
which till then they did not tmderftand, ) or ( as the Phrafe there 
is ) did Expound to them in at the Scriptures the things mctrning) 
htmfelf ver. 17. which I think, was Preachity; ixi&tii&iptn'm 
them th* Scriptures ( ver. 31.) concerning thole points ;'( which 
was a Sahbath^aysexenrife, though perhaps tJiey did not rit firit 
fo apprehend in) and did, I take it,ctlebnu<? with thfctn the Sbcnr^ 
meat {&ihe-Lrtd* * Supper (and perhaps *h^f^^ 
Inftiuttkm) %ip roach ievhul ^ti^ ta^i^ jil jtf d i)t tfcbfe ^nlsy£v?g&| * 
he 'bread *and> billed it ^ and bral&japd^gm to tfom, and 
(vet. i S . fie <mt $www to them by broking pf Bmd, {for thaiSa- 
orameiuuftd to-he rfefigiied bf freaking of Bread. ) And if our 
Author could butjftf&tffa^ 

0 years f rom tha Greatidn, on the Sevettitotffcft j fa wfctf lti be 
a- bti icr pfloofdfir. Cfeleb^tiotn^^h^^ 
that time, than all |thaj he Offers at to tint ptnpofe. And the 
Effsfi o\\hi^^)m:£hg'\v^ 6i\ them fo much'that ] thcir eyes "were 
<>pened}wd tkhyfoat't did burn within them, while be, talked toitfc 
them by iffy way, and opened to them ti» Scriptures, y tt ; j ) ; 31/^1^ 
they rewrnScd prefently {thd fiftne k$uf) r&Jtfufakmyto acqtmrati 
the Difciples (who were there alfembled} with this'good news, 

If he tell us that this Journey from yerufalefot&EtHmaus (\it~ 
ing about Threefcdts Furlongs 7 near Eight of our Miles} and back 
aga% ins; more thah''a^^-^^%^^v I confeft it was 
(unlcfs upon an urgent occafionj : if they had known it t6 be a 
Sabbath-day, when they under mk thtlfotirney; but thid theft they 
knew not ; nor was it therefore, on this becafion, abreaeh of th* 
Saifcath ft to do, - $ htSi o'jstfa bV7 if d$tr<uk3 eTX* nf biiSk 

If he fay, C6™?knew it (chough they did not) if it were now 
a Sabbath. Tis true j he t^fto^irt^feS^f ^dfo#feJ k that 
eltate (after Kefurrc&ion 1 ) could Ttavel without ?ain 2 and 
therefore without breaking the Stbbath. Or if it were painful ; 
he tells us Mat, 1 1. jy that the Triefts in4he Temple profane the 
Sabbath and are blamelefs \ that is, they take as much pains oi l^ 
hour in killing drfcffing, smd offering the Sacrifices, as a Butcher 
would do in ktfttftg and drefling his meat ; which would in the 
Butcher be a culpable profanation of the Sabbath ; but is not fo 
in the Priefts, becatife theirs it JReltgious Service, Nor doth this 
Author thirtk that in Preaching, though it be a Labour, the 
mfter doth thereby break the Sabbath. And inch was Ch rifts 
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impte^m^t-hmV* And* then, whether he Preach Standing, or 
Preitft Waiting, -ti^all $ne: 

And if he fay farther, that, &8&tfQipk$ at Jerufalem ^not then 
knowing this'} could llofrfee tiipught tWn to huve met upon, a 
ft^/iWfo^t^ then meeting \v:is 

Providential (as was that of 'tho TU'o other meeting Chnli; in 
^tfcekjbftpney, ) yet they . might Wore they parted (as did thufe 
otheru) know more of is than at their firft coming together.. And 
Chnfl knew belbre what beflieuiK to do, though they did nor, 
and did actfordiftgly fo orckr it by his" Providence, And though 
^dlif did ' not know that it was th<snteforrf» to be kept as a Sab- 
bath, yet may they weKb« fuppo fed to be employed on Religious 
W^pri, upun what Tidings the /^wr* had before brought them 
(of Chnlk "k'jftg Waiting for what directions they (hould 

^bthr; pur^ft let us bpftflAei wfiat was further'dotie 'At thh 
tti^tift^ -fW^ife'th^ft Tvv?>>\^re teWiitg ^fe m 4y$t Iftikt^ 
pened to t\\tiy\As they jhktJpakP^^ 
ih the mtdji tfH^^ fadfy Kni%^{hy jhr^ 

ing them hfs hands ^tdftjt, and their batidnug of him x and leeinp; 
him eat ' kf&H ) W^feWfe ^rA^fhac he W$> indeed 4ijeh 
ftofo tht W^, k^thafit^s 1 ^^!^ a : ^ffit \$t& ^pf)eated 
to them (ver. 3 ^ }8 ? 40, 4.1^ 42 ( And did again, to them, 
Treavb the fame Doftnne which he 'had helore preached to rhe 
^Mbij^T^k 1 tif&V what /jf iolS WAm >yohik he ^Pyti W/JS 
M>W ('ihough they dH not tindcrttand it, ) That this \fe?^iit 
^af^as mhktlin tiye Lain ftf ' M(fes^a^dth'e Mphefjy'vffljik 
¥j#hns comerrmjg hhii ; zri& opened thm ^na\rflmdmg that they 
might unde'rjinnd the Scripftt>es \ thai fe^ 
it behtvedChnji to faff er tend to rife frointhe 'Dead tht Thnddityy 
and that Repentance and Retfiijjijn of Sins was to bit Treat he$ht his 
Nam amoft^ a$ Natkni* H^^f fh^iiwi^h be hts PFitfi'effes % 

mije of finding the Holy : GhoJt 7 Tower from ov h%h 
Hie 1 did moreover at the lame meeting, not only upb) bid them for 
their unbelief, { M:>rk rffj 14,) but did Authorize them with a 
i&zWhCmtmffttn fo/ the W&rk thei 1 wbrr>o be fenr ^jour, to 
Go intQ all the Wtrld^ and Preach the Gof pel to retry Creature; 
that he who believe th and is baptized foall be faxed ^ but tit ivM 
lieveth not jhallbe damned, (ver. tj, id, and a Power to'' work 
Miracles (ver. ii, 1 S,) In confirmation df that Dodlrme. 

And to the fame ptifpofe, Xo. The fame day at Evening 

C i (in 
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fin which he before appeared tq Mary Magdakn and thelreft) 

being the Firft day of the /^rr^(the very day of his JRefijrreflion) 
where the Difciples were aflembled (at a private meeting^ for, fear 
of the Jews [the door being (but) Jefus came and flood in the trudft of 
them 9 and gave them his Solemn Jten£&ifyQn } faying fbem y 
Peace be unto you; And in Confirmation of his Rcfu rreftion, 
Jhewed them his hands and his fide ; ( ver. 10.) And/tj^n a Sef.atftl 
time gives them his Solemn Blefjing together with his Ordination 
or Commffiqn lor Preaching the Gpfpsl, and Flawing the Chri- 
ftian Church, Jefus faith to them Jgain, Peace. b$ you - >j9 4s 
my Father bath fent me, evenjb fend I yg^ . And when ht had fad 
this, he breathed upon them and faid.unU them, JReseive ibe Holy 
Ghofl : fVhos fever Sinsyejxmi^ they are rfwiittid to tUrff^imd 
who's foever Sins ye retain, they are retained, ver. a v i„ 2X )t i\ ( 

All which being put together, fecms to me very 4i£§ 
brat ion (if not the Confecratiori) of a Chriftian Sabbath^ or day 
of Holy ReH and Religious Service, Tis all o|at Sabbatical 
Iptirky and there is 4 jr^at ^cal <>f jf» v o ^ : uvji.'i v b 

Tis not indeed exprefly foid. That he . did bid {hpip.aHwft W 
meet on fuch other FirH day of the Week, (as, Kuh$r \\ 
prefly faid, Gen. 1. g. that God did then bid Adam said Eve to 
Keep a Weekly Sabbath, or that he did bid them to <&crSacrij&$ 
but it is very likply Chrift might fo order it ( and more likely 
than that he did not. ) For, that they did fo meet w§ ( are furc ; 
*nd therefore 'tis very likely ( if not a ftrong preemption ) that 
they were bid fo to (Jo. For fo we find it Job. 4$*,*$ After 
Eight days (that is, as we commonly fpeak in Englifh, that 
day Sennight ) his Uifciples vkre again within, and Thomas with 
them ( who before wa* abfent ) the door being fhut ; then Jefus came 
and flood in the midfl and [aid Teace be unto you, [as he had done 
the Week before,) and fatisfied Tbomas> who before doubted. 1 . 

So that we have here Two Solemn meetings of the Difciples, 
Two Weeks together ( the Two firft .after his Refurre&ion ) on 
the Firft day of the ff y eek ; and Chrift with them on both. (And 
I am fure we have not more for the Firft Sabbath, Gen. 2. j. ) On 
how many more fuch Sabbaths he fo met with them, I cannot 
tell. That he oft appeared to them, ( during the Fourty days of 
his abode on Earth after his Refur^ion ) we cannot doubt, aod> 
its like it might be.ipn th^ft^y 5 *. ^ it 

The Cavil which here he makes to thi$ place, is fo weak, that 
I am forry tp feejt from one who would feem to be ferious. A* 
if Eight days after, or aftcr t Eightdaj(s 7 \\xis nouhe fiime a* what 
t. \ - 3 
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we would fay a Week after or that day Sennight after ; For he 
inuft needs know, that 'tis not only the Common Scripture Lan- 
guage, but the general Language of Latine and Greek Wnters,to 
reckon Jnclufnely; that is, to take in both the extreams ; and 
fo it is even at this day (I think) in molt Languages except 
EfigUlh What we call tiSemugbt, the French call huitl jours 
(Eight days) and what we fay a Fortnight, is with them fytinze 
mrs (Fifteen days ;) and fo in all manner of reckoning A 
'fourth, a Fifth, an Eighth, a Fifteenth, .and other Intervals m 
Mufick are always fo reckoned. What we call a TbMay^gue, 
the Latins call a Sgartan ; and what we caRewyothe) day they 
call a Tertian. So they call Secmdo Calendar (i. H&ecmdo die an. 
teCalendas) what we would fay one day, (not two. days) bejote 
the Calends i and they call tertio Calendas, what is with us two 
I Jays (not tht ee days) before the Calends. So nudtus tertius is what 
i we would fay two days ago;z^ nudtus quartus* mour Language 
Three days ago ( not Four. ) SaMari 8. where Chrift (peaks 
[tf himlelf, that the Son of Man Jbould be Med and after the* 
days rife again, that is, on tbeThtrd day after ( incluuvely taken ) 
rafter the Third day is come ; whereas, according to the fcnfc 
dm Author would put upon the words, it fhould rather have 
keen faid after one day (tor there was but one 'day W^his 
Death and Refurre&on ; ) And it is the fame in fenfe, with what 
hfefays 7oh. x. 19. Vepoy this Temple, ( fpeaking ot his Body ) 
And tn three days 1 will raije it up, W re^Vi^. or as Mat.%6. 
6L i),rvS,m\Sr, that is, the Third after (incWtvdy.) And 
Mt.xn.67. they tell Ttlate, This 'Deceiver J aid, Jfter Three 
days will I rife again, ^ w (meaning thereby^ foe Third 
i after, mcluftoely,) and therefore they pray, that the Sepul- 
Se may be madc^ure till the thirdly. Whereas, if (as our 
Author would reckon upon his fingers) bv after Three days ; were 
to be underftood, whence whole /^r aft^r that thou d I be 
paft they need no fet their Watch before the Fomth at Fifth d*y. 
Thus Chart's is faid to be Forty days after his Refurre. 
8ion, (fpeaking of a Scripture Compuutlon, in Scripture Lan- 
g„ ,'e, which fn our ordinary manner of Speech* but Nine and 
fhn ty For Jfcenfion-Tburfday ( if Eoflcr-day ] be not reckoned 
foTone ) isbut todays afier}hRct. Upon a like Account that 

Em ,« the Males Belly, f>M' he fhldZs 
md three nights m the heart of the Earth NotThreewM^, 
Zi Three ibole nights ; but, till the Third was begun. For by 
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Tfee CflRlSTMAfrSAjTBATH. 



^ W is here uAderfiood the rvvSifae^or what! we/itowL ■» -w« 1 1 * ^ ^ ft 0 15 A 1 5 

call the Artificial day, coniilfcing of 14 hours, day and night ■ and pk&re>kmgi*g iheSpiwsKthkh they hai prepared In . 28. r. 
till fuch Third day (or vmSifr&f) was begun>Chriit relied in t \^mT^ ^ ^ dmtt toward the Firil 

Grave ; otherwife, though he were in the Grave ( part of) Thm ^ ^ the ^ ee ^ ^^^H- if* the^U'bathwaspafi^^ 
days , yet but Tin* mghtoju t 1 J v^j m1yk%hf homing the Ftrft day $fthtWeek> they cam? to the 38?- 

so jM? i- »i. ^^&£aW^ ;^cv r . f r f )$1 iH°fJM Sun '? K Pi^i^^M^^o^ 1 



cumcijion of the Child) the} tailed his wme Jefus ; that is, mm 
the Eighth day, iteltfiyeiy- reckoning the day of Birtfcfbr thc 



da? if the Week, early, when it wasytpdaitkj they came 
bhe^tffcfHwhr*. (Perhaps ifi .the Women did not come juft 
firft, and the'day of Circumcifion for the lafl (of tbe Ei&Wtf UJ ' 1C ' 1>IU were alJ thcre ^ Siin-rifittg.) But the Body 

which with Six whole days between nuke Eight WheJ-ii *^ r?] ^ beforc lhr y tan,e > as is a g re ^ b V ail f he Evangelifk. • 

. here 1 obferve Firft that the Sabbarh, according to their Ac* 
idnnu did not end till toward the mornitig of tht netft day. The 
mdoftit Sabbath, or when the Sabbath was ^*/V\vas early in 
tht mm ning, before the Sun-rifmg, While the day did begin to dawn, 



it Eight whole days hid) been faltybjwft,' Chrift had been Ciit«m- 
afed the Te*tb day, ) The Seafrieing the tame with tfiatcon* 
coming Jthti the Baptijty* Luk: f r9 . ■ .<Wtoi%^^3to 
ftfiwc- /* Circumtifi* the C6M 1 Sahere, v^/tr If Im6/ ^f/chac is 
on the Eighth day, or after. the- Eighth daywarfynt.: \And this, 
I think, is the contort L^n^uage of Senptureevsfry wWfe, And 
hisObje&ioti needs no other, Anltter, bat, that St. |<>hn ■ did mi 

And 1 cannot but think (however he pleafe thus tcrOMedH ih 
himfelf doth belie vet his, after Etght days, to be here meant 
the Firft day of the next Week, (and he fitould have been fo 



3 it 



let while it was yet darJ^ Very early indeed in difc-nionnng, 
IdM-Jct not till motning, (hot in [ $b £i^ninfi f bv^WiJIW 
fiitrefore ( without diiputing how the day waS reputed to begin 
in the rime of dMofts) tis manifefl that> at this titnfc, a*tell : tl1e 
"abbath as other days was by them reckoned not -'f rota f t h e be- 
Jnning of) the Evfctfinjjto (the beginning of ) th£ EVWfcig; tnt 
lfther(accordingto the Rom. acconmjftom Midnight to Midnight. 




We ihould not, in a ferious Enquiry^ prefc \vhufoJfib/y might 
be, M what we truly think tfjitW*wneaniag., ; A iLwyerat the 
Barmay f&rly propofe Fcr his Cliertt, what poffibiy may fctfo 
lenieot fuchor fugh a Claufe. 'But- a Judge on the Bench (and a 
GoiinfeUor,/^ his Client,) is to confider what really Is the feftfe 
of Words in queition. I dare appeal to himfelf, whetherfm^hfe 
own thoughts ) he do not think after Eight days, here to figfrift? 
the fame, as after Eight days wete accomplijh^d, Luk. t. 2 [ : And, 
if fo, then this U rather /a Wrangle, than ft ^i^i 

Before! difmift this place, it is not amifs to take more par- 
ticular notice about what time it was that Mary Magdalen ^ and 
the other Women came to the Sepulchre on the^day of Chrifb 
Reiurreaion, 'tis iiid Luke 13. f y. j S. ^7^/ //;^ beheld tht 
Sctwlchreandlnw the body was laid, fon the fixth day at night 
whereon he was Crncihed) they returned and prepared Spices and 
Oynttnents, and rejled the Sabbath day according to the Command- 
™ nt And m the next words Luk, if- i- Now upon the Firil 
day o/ the wy early m the morning, tiny came to the Se~ 

fukkre 



4 loud ipfce and gave up the Ghcji, Mark -i y. 34, \% Arid it was 
: fti later, when they brake the Legs of the twt Thieves, (that they 
toig^it not remain on the Crofs upon the Sabbath) but only 
i pierced his fide, becanfe lie was already dead y Joh. 19 . % t, 31, 3}, 
94. And later yet when Jojefh of Atmtathe* begged his Body and 
bnried it. FOr 'tis aiptefly laid, tPhtn Even was come there came 
hrkh man of Arimathea, named Jbfeph, and begged the body of Je- 
jfkr ; and when he had ta{efr* the "Body, he wrapped it in a clean 
Bnnen Cloth and buried it in bis &m new Tomb, Mat 27. 5:7, $% 
fP, 60. Mark i 5< 41, 43,44,-**; 4<J.; Luk. tj; ^f, 5\5|- 
- But, though -jsere chme before tms time, Jet the babbath 
was not begun^or io it followeth, Z^f 23- «*j rAf 

Preparation and -the Sabbath drvzb criW H)Y : < 

And after this, ver ^ 56. the IVomen who beheld the Sepul 
cbre, and tow the Body was laid, returned and prepared Spices 
*Hd Ointments Hhefaitie »Jglit') fciit re<^ day ac- 

tording to the Corhntandmenu And by this time it mult needs be 
preitty late at night ; while yet the Sahbath vas not begun. That 
u, I fuppofe not till Mjdnight of the Sirth day. ^ 
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Nor was the Sabbath ended when Evening began on the Sc- I 
venth day. For tf To, the Women might that flight have brought I 
&id applied their Spices and Ointments which; they had prepared > 
the night before. For they had as much timeib to do, after the I 
Evening was begun that night (if the Sabbath were now ended) | 
as they had, to do what was done the night before^; after tttttfl 
Evening was then begun. Nothing hindered them btit hecstufe the | 
Sabbath was not yet done, and they were to reft the Sakbatb day 
according to the Commandment. But, fo fppn as well thsy could, 
when the Sabbath was ended, they came early t the next wrnbig Jf 
while it was yet dark. And might as well have come the night I 
before, if the Sabbath had ended when the evening began; Vul 

I add fartllpr^at t^e Sabbath had ended at the evening of the 
Seventh <Uy> and the Firft day of the W^ek had then begun { as 
this authof iVOVW-have it,.) Chrift might have rifen that night 
(Tor.it would then have been the Third day y ) and, not have ftay'd 
in r the#RYe (for the third day) till the next morning, which yet 
we knoy bfitdicL K | > r \ v . v.Jjn rf? ;dc*2 

■ Tis n??aifeft therefore that the Firft day of the Week did I 
begin from the qiddle of the night, not from the Firft Evening 
of the Seventh day. And that Chnii was rifen wry early in the 
f&orniffg pt that Ftrd day while it was yet dark. 

We are next to Confider how long that Firft day lafted. After I 
Chrift was. rifen early in the morning while it was yet dar{ } 
( how early that was, we cannot tell, but it was in the Mornings 
not over night ; ) he appeared firft to tffiary Magdalen, and the 
Women who went to the Sepulchre ■ they, as they were direfled 
carried news of it to the Difciples ; and wuhpn they were going, 
(Mat. aS. ii. ) the Watch came into the City and {hewed to the 
Htgb Priejis the things which were done; who calling a Comcel, 
gave the Stuldters Mmy U fay, His "JJjjnpies came and Jiole him 
away while they were ajleep ; undertaking to fecure them in cafe 
thcGoyemour fhould come to hear it. 

Upon this- ue w<s being brought by; the Women to the Difciples, 
Two of them a from the reft, \went to the Sepulchre to enquire 
into the bufinefs ; and brought an account ol it to the reft, who 
were Aftonifhedat it.- 

. And all this happened before the Two Difciples began their 
Journey to Emmaps ; t for they difcourfed of it by the way, and 
told it to Jefus wh^feiljpto their Company, Luk. 14. ip,io, n, 
ii,2j, 14. Now thgu Joyrney from Jerusalem to Emmaus, was 
About Three/core Furlongs, ver. 1 3, which our Author rightly com- 
putes 
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putes to be about Seven miles and an half, of our miles ; which 
they Travelled cn foot, for 'tis faid they walked, (Mark 16.12.) and 
Jefus in their company, Preaching to them (out oi -JMtfes and 
the Prophets) the Do&rine of Chrift s Death and RefurreJJ >n. 

When they came near to Emmaus it was towards Evening, and 
the day far fpent 7 (Luk. 24. 19.) they did there abide for iorae 
time, and Jefus with, them, continuing to Preach on the fame 
Subjeift, and was at length Known to them by breaking of Bread, 
VM^o-^. After which they returned to Jcrufaltm and told 
thefe things to the 2)ijciples then gathered together, ver. 33. By 
which time (having now walked another Seven miles and an half) 
fkve may. reasonably fuppofeit to be pretty late at night \ For,when 
they firft approached, to Emmaus it was then fo late, as that it 
was not thought convenient ( unlefs upon fome fuch great occa- 
fion) to Travel further, ver. 28. 

Yet, after they were come back to Jerufalem, Chrift then ap- 
peared himfelf to the Difciples, bkjftng them, reproaching their 
unbelief confirming their Faith, giving them InslruBions, and 
Coinmiffton for Preaching the Gofpel, and Planting the Chnjtiau 
Churcp. . And it was yet but the fame day at Evening, being the 
Firftiay of the Week, (Joh, 20. 19.) on which he role : but, now 
late at night, when the doors were put; that is, { if I miftake not ) 
fo late as that it was time to (hut up doors as men ufe to do 10* 
wards bed-time. Not as if Chrift came-in through the Key-hole 
{ any more than did the Two Difciples that came from Emmaus ) 
or did Penetrate the doors, (as thePapiib would have us think in 
favour of their Tranfubfiantiatton ; J For they were not fo flint 
but that they could be opened again ( upon occafion ) to let him 
in (as they had been to let-in thofe Two that came from Em- 
maus) as well ai to let-in Peter ( late at night ) jiff. 1 1. 16- 

So that frojn very early in the Morning while it was dark, till 
xzrylate night and about Md~night r \xi& the fame day, the firft 
day ' of \,th uffeek, 'Tis maftifeff "therefore that about our Sa- 
viours time,according to the Computation of the New-Teftament, 
both the Jews and' the Four Evangelifts did reckon their days, 
from mid-night to mid-night. And if they did not fo reckon, 
Chaft couldnot. be faid ( Mat. iz. 40. ) to be three days and three 
night* in the heart of the earth. For it was fiventng, when >- 
feph begged the Bod J of Jefus, and later vet before he had buryed 
it, and yet this muft be reckoned part of the.Sixth day, elle he had 
not been three days in the Grave, or heart of the earth. 

And I think they were fo reckoned in the times pf the Old Te- 
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flamcnt alfo. Which though it be not fo much to the pttfeht pur- 
pofe, yet (if you will pardon this digreflion) I will tell yoii why I 
thinkfo. It is I know an Opinion taken up by fome (and I find it is 
grown pretty current even amongft Learned men) that tie JettS 
in the time of the Old Teflaraent did reckon their days from l Even- 
ing to Evening(whether they mean fromSun-fet to Sak-fet,or f rotn 
Six a Clock to Six a Clock, I cannot tell, nor perhabs are they afl 
agreed as to that point. ) But I take it to be a miltakc ; which 
being at firft taken up without fufficierft ground, hath fince pafled 
(without further examination) From hand to hand. : SBj/A 

We find Exod. ia. 6. the Pafs-over was to be killed in the 
Firft month, on the Fourteenth dm in the Evening; which I 
think is agreed by all to be thfe Evening at the end of the Four- 
teenth day, (not that at the eridpf the Thirtefentfy) for the next 
morning was the Fifteenth day; which Evening therefore be- 
longed to the Fourteenth day., V^? 31 ^ 

But it h noted in the Margin of our Bibles, that it is, in tht 
Hebrew, between the two Evenings. ' You 1 ask perhaps, w^at art 
thofc two Evenings : Vk tell you what I think they iu?. 

The word you know, is taken rn a double fenfe. Some- 
times for (what we call) the Natural (hy (as it is contradiftin- 
giiiftied to night ) from Sun-rifmg to Snh-fettitog: fometimes fbt 
^ ( what we call ) the Artificial ^Vj (or rwj^s^ ) fo as to take in 
b nh day and night. Our Saviour tells us there are Trtehe honfs 
in the day ; meaning the Natural day. But in the Artifipal^ 
(of winch we arc now fpeaking) there be Ftor and Twtntjr 
hours. Some pleafe to call that the Natural dav, which I call 
the Artificial ( for afl do not ufe thew6rtk iti the fame fenfe^) 
But that matters not, fo long as we underftand one another. 

Now by the word Evening is underftood the end of the dkf. 
Which, as to the Natural day. is at Sun-fet; but as to the Arti- 
ficial day, it is (I think) ztAf id-nigh t. : And confequeritly, be- 
en the two Evenings j is as much as to fay, after San-Jet, and 
before Mtd-vight. And this is what, in our Language, w,e com- 
monly caH the E vening, which is in the Hebrew between Iht tveo 
Evening ( that is, krfcecri the end of die Natural day, and the 
end oi the Artificial day:) and'within this time was the Pafs- 
ovcr to be Killed, Hefted and Eaten) Nothing of it vfas to feiniin 
tilt the Morning ; that is, not after Mid-night ; forasfoonas 
Midnight is full Morning begins. And within this time *H 
Lcayrn was to be put away ; that is, before the Mid-ni^ht of the 
Fourteenth day. Which is fo fair an account of it, as that we 
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need not fcruple to embrace it. And it was the Fifteenth day, 
that was the///? day of the Feaft of Unlevenedh eaJ; ( all Leven 
being put away before Mid-night,) and this Fifteenth day was 
to be kept as a Sabbath, and a Holy Feaft to the Lord, ver. 14. 
( on what ever day of the Week it chanced to fall. ) And fo was 
the One and Twentieth day, which was the Ml of thofe Seven 
days : Seven days Jhall ye eat Unleavened-bread; even the firft day 
yejballput away ( or fhall have put away) leaven outof your bouje. 
And in the Firfi day there fhall be an Holy Convocation, and in the 
Seventfcday there ftall be an Holy Convocation ; no wanner of lVoi\ 
Jhall bi dbne in them, favi that which every man fijaU eat ; ( that is 
they are to be kept as a Sabbath or day of Holy reft ; ) ver. \ y, 16. 
•From the Fourteenth day at Evening till the One and Twentieth 
day at Evening, ver. 1 S. that is,from the Fourteenth day at Mid- 
night, till the One and J Twentieth at Mid-night. And in like , ^ 
manner, Lev. xj, jl* from Eve* to Even, or Night to Night, ' 
that is, Irom-Mid-rtieht to Midnight; or from the wdtf ot* ^ 
Evening \o the end of the next Evening. SomLevit aj.j. aftcf^^ 
Numb. 18. 16, 17. In the Fourteenth day of the tirft month 1$ * 
the Vafs over of the Lord\ and in the fifteenth day of this month is v / 
the feaft ; Sevtodays fhall unleavened bread be eaten, &c. Wh^rc / < 
it is manifefl that the fourteenth day which is the Lords Taft^gr 
is another da v from the fifteenth which is the firft day of the Feaft. vfJKSjS. ' 1 
For I uiff pafs through the land of Egypt faith God ) this night, 
(that is the night of the Fourteenth day) and will finite all th^ 
firft born in the land of Egypt, E* . 1 1. ii. And what time of thef 
night it was, we arc told ver. 18. And it came to fafs at Mid. 
night the Lord fmote all thefirft-born of tht land of Egypt. An4 
to the fame purpofe Mofes tells f /WW,xhap. 1 f. 4, y, 6, 7, Yhu s 
faith the Lord, About Mid night will I go out into the midft of 
Egypt, And the firft ^n of the land of Egypt ftialldy, from the 
firft born of Pha raolv, &c. that ye may know that the Lord hath put 
a difference between the Egyptians and Ifracl. So that the toir- 
teenth day, which was the Lords Tafs-over continued till the 
Midnight of that day ; and thtn began the fifteenth day which 
was the firfi day of tl)e Feaft. Than which I think nothing can be 
more clear. And Num. 3 3 . 7 he fifteenth day of the firft month 
is the morrow after the Pafs-over. - In like maimer, 2)eut. 16. 6. 
Thou (halt Sacrifice the Pafs-over at even , at the going down of the 
Sun y (that is, after the goitigdoWA of the Sun, or when the Sun 
is gone down) at the feafon that thou camefi fifth out of Egypt, 
which was about Midnight, Ex. U. Ex. 1 1. 4. 

D 2 What 
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What he offers from Gen. t . y. is eafily anfwered. The evening 
and the mormng were the jirjl day 7 (and fo of the other days ;) 
Whence he would have it thought, that the day is to begin at 
the beginning of the Evening, Or (as the Margin tells it is in 
the Hebrew) the evening *was } and the morning was^ the jirjl day. 
Or, there was evenings and tkere i <was morning, day one y (for in 
fuch ocder the words ftand in the Hebrew.) Or, and was evenings 
and was morning, day me. That is, there was in the firflday, 
(and fo in the reft) evening and morning; or darknefs and light ; 
And the Dark is put firft, becaufe (beginning the day frqrftvMid- 
mght ) the dark is before the Light. And by day one y fc fltfaut 
the jirjl day* . f 0 L *b j > bxJA^Zr, il j yi . c-1 

And it was moreover very agreable fo to reckon- For, fuppofing 
Paradife the principal feat of A£tion ; the Sun may reafonably be 
fuppofed to be Crtatcd ( in the middle of the Fourth day, Gtn,g> 
16.) in the Meridian of that place> (as in its greeted Splendor ) 
or, if not in the Meridian of that place, it mufl needs be in the 
Meridian of fome place : and wherever that be, the day , (of 
24 hours) being there half paft, it muft have begun at Mid-night 
foregoing. And I doubt not but a Child born on Saturday night 
at Ten a Clocks was to be Circumcifed the next Saturday (as being 
the Eighth day y ) not on the Sunday after, 

I have infilled the longeron this, becaufe I find him afterward 
moving another queftion about what {jraeahe Sabbath iv.to begin 
md end, and lays great ftrefs upon it, as we lhalUee anon* 

Of which I think we need not be further folicitous than to be- 
*ia*nd end this day, apcojding as other days are accounted to 
legin and end in the plates where we live. T do not think the 
Fourth Commandment to defcend to thefe Tmtiilios. 
/But, if he think it neceflary to be more curious in it; I take 
it to be very plain from Tvhat I have faid, that at the time of 
Chrifts Death and RefurredUon, it was accounted to begin very 
early in the morning, while it was dark, and continue till very 
kte at night, according as we now account our days, from Mid- 
night to Mid-night. But I go on. \ ; ; 1 rh 1 Ai j 

We have now found our Saviours Example, as to the two Firft 
Sundays from his Refurreilion \ if at kaft theii jirjl day rf the 
Week be our Sunday) imploring the day in Religious Exercifes 
and Sabbatical Affairs with his Difciples. How many more Sim- 
day? he fo fperu with them we cannot tell Which Examples, of 
his. Twofi rft, with their Imitation of him in others after, (of 
which we are to fpeak by and by,) and the Chuxches pra&ife ever 
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fince, looks fo like the Celebration and Inftitution of a Chriftian 
Sabbath, or day of Holy Reft and Religious Exercife, as that we 
pay warrantably do the like. I am fure it is more than he can 
Hhew for the Saturday Sabbath in Gen. Save that men are apt 
to think a fmall thing an Inftitution and Jus "Div'mum for what 
they fanfy ; but, as to what they do not, nothing will ferve but 
Full Exprefs Words. 

We have next clear Evidence, of a like TraSife (confonant 
to this Example) in JS. ao. 7. On the firft day of the Week, 
when the 2)i(ciples came together to bteakbread, Tout Preached un- 
to theta, ready to depart on the morrow, and continued his Speech 
until Mid-night, Which is fo plain that he is ranch put to his 
fllifts to avoid it. That there ii a Religious jlfjembly of the Difci- 
ples, he doth not deny \ Tad was Preaching very late, even till 
Mid-night, and they met to break head, whkh I think is gene- 
rally agreed by Interpreters, to fig nify the Celebration ot the 
Lords Supper ; and 1 know not well what clearer Charafler we 
need demand of a Religious meeting for Worjhip, futable to the 
Work of a Sabbath or Holy Reft. And it was i» if m *ctf r«r, 
which I think he will not deny, (though he fcem to cavil at it) 
to (ignify, on the firft day of the Week. But he excepts, that the 
word MtAyin here tranflated Preached, is elfewhere render'd Rea- 
fonedox. Difcourfed. Be it fo, and il that word will pleafe hirn 
better, let it be to here ; he reafoned, difcourfed, treated, or did 
hold forth ; that I think will not alter the cafe ; and he continued, 
or held on ( W f* T «») this Wcomfe, this Speech, tins Satnon, 
f# aS„v Sermonem) till Mid-night ; { he held on this holding forth 
till Mid-night ) which I take to be the fame with what we now 
call Preaching, ( or very like it- ) 'twas a long continued difcourle 
to a Congregation met together on a Religious account for the 
Service of God. But let it be called { if he pleafe ) a Religious. 
Difcourfe of the Holy Apofllexo* Congregation of Chtifttans met 
together for fuch a purpofe. 

He would then have it thought a favour or condercention to 
admit this breaking of breads be meant of the Lords Supper ; and 
not barely a Common eating. But fince he doth not deny iyve will 
accept the favour and take it fo to be ; minfoi*** * f"^ 1 *' T ** ***" 
«, £ n . t The Difciples being congregated or affembled to break Bread 
Tis ■WfWi.w, The Z>ifcip!es; (not v^fomeoi them:} and 
they were (perhaps not every one but the generality ot them, as 
at other meetings) nm^w congregated or affembled; and it kerns 
to be a good full Congiegation, by Eutychus's being mounted to tnt 
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third loft (whatever he meant by that third loft, though but the 
third fcaffold,) fo high that by a fall from thence he was in great 
danger of being hilled. Now it is not likely that fuch a Congre* 
gation of Chrifhans were thus affembkd for common eating h 

He hys fPaul was to go away on the Myrow. True; But it is not 
faid they came together to fate leave of Paul; but, came together 
to Break Bread. Tauh going away on the Morrow, might be the 
reafon ( arid I believe was ) why they continued there Jo long : 
but the End foi which they came together, was to Break Bread: 
and the occajionof their fo coining, becaufe it was the firjl day 
of the fVeei: On which, itJhouId.feein, they were wont ib to do 
tor that end. And if he candidjy confider it, jnethk&s it Ihottld 
ftem fo to him. Tapl came to thm at Troas in Jive days, where bt 
abode [even days : And on the firjl day of the Week, main the Wfcu 
pies came together to break Bread, Taulpt cached to them. Doth 
not the fair profpeel of the place import tlujgimtrch, that they 
were then met to break Bread, as being the firftday of the -week f 
What other occafion was there ot mentioning what day of the 
Week it was? It had been otherwifc ^iairer transition to have 
£iid 1 He (laid there Seven dap, and on the Seventh day, (or the 
lajl ofthofe Seven) the 'Difciplcs catne together to take have of *<aul 
and Sup with him overnight, who was to depart on the morrow. 
Now if it had been faid an the Seventh day (though meaning but 
thelaftof thofi Seven) it would no doubt have been urged as 
a great argument ot Taul s keeping a Seventh ^/Sabbath, and the 
Dtfapleswith himy not as zje-wt/h but as iChriflian AiTembiy; 
for breaking of bread (which was a ChrifttaH not a Jemfli Service-) 
For then, breaking ofbreda\ would certainly have* been the Lords 
Supper : ( But becaulc it was on the firjl day of the l¥$eh) it muffc 
now be but common eating, to take leave of <Paul, and to Sup with 
hm ; as ( he tells ns/>, y -7. ) Friends commonly do ( when a x3ti- 
nijier or any other fpecial Acquaintance intends to take a Journey in 
the morning ) to (up with him over night. But if he thinks this to 
be all which is there meant by the Difcipfes coming together on 
the firjl day of the fTeek to Break Bread; he nwft excuie me if I 
cannot be oi his Opinion. Amfia *l - v : : jor. 

But becaufe he is content to admit ( upon fome terms ) their 
meeting might Bfc upon a Religious account, for the Lords Supper 
(as no doubt it was) I (hall prefs him no further therein: but 
accept of his condelcenfion. 

When he tells us, that *U is Greek for one, and therefore 
fi^ «4Mr« may as well be rendred One day of the fftw{ 9 as the 
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firjl day of the Wet$j Sorely lie is not in earneft. Such trifling 
doth more hurt than help his cauie* No doubt, but, when ever 
|they met, it was one day of the Week, we need not be told it; 
fcor need the word Week be added, he might as well ha yjt faid 
one day ; nor need he have faid ib much. Bur this Author canno* 
ffiink (not doth he) that pi* cv.£&irM doth any where lignify other 
than thejfty? day of the Week. In the whole ffcory oi Chriffcs 
RefurreiHon, and what followed on that day in all, the Four 
1 Evangelifts, we have no other word for it hut pa a mCCdr*?, nor 
lave we any other word for it { that I know of } there or' iany 
where elie. I do not know that it is any w&erfctalkd ^Jtk ntf* 
£*W ( Save that what is called ^^Mr^Maf^iS^ is^di^ 
•fc^iT^ v . f>. ^which doth explain the other aifp;) Siich flufting 
*fcyth not ibok well.: 1 ■ ' U yi ojl o J i btttnft I) i «rj h« ft 
fr-Tis fomewhat like the Story of a man who bought a Horfe ' for 
yfhe pounds to be paid the next day. And accordingly on the next 
fthty he ii-tit Fm%mds if Candies. Perhaps (in the Bargain) it was 
faid ex pre fly i in words at length) Five'Pounds of Lawful Monev 
'kf England. But, by common intendment, it mtril be fo under! tood. 
( And an honejl EngtijkyWfc upon a Tryal, would io Find it.) 
[ The Latin word "Pridit, is a Dinvative (or Compound rather) 
I from pr<t, prior ; and Poffridie from poji, pofttrior ; and accor- 
fctrtjly (in Latin) pridie Calendamm y and poiiridie Caiendarum 
ifoufl fignify a day before, and a day after the Calends, But can a- 
rty man think it is meant bf any day ? No,butthe next d&y before, 
and the next day after. 

* So if we fay, Chrift was Crucified one day before the Sabbath, 
and Rofe again one day after the Sabbath. This one day is the next 
day. And (o any man who hath not a mind to Cavil, will under- 
ftand it. Audio one day after the Sabbath, muft 

.needs be tmderftood df the fcXtJa? after the Sabbath: Nor is it 
ttver wCd in any other fefffe. If it were to be underftood of any 
indefinitely, itfhouldbc & fome day after the Sabbath, not/*/* 
tor day after, bns yw^ 

But the mofepieafant fttf^f alJ^ k r when he v^ould have us 
think that this Evening (which is called :1k firft day of the 
WbekJ was the Evemg after the Seventh day, th: .it is Saturday 
"night; and the next morning ( when ?W was to go away ) was 
Sunday morning ( and he to mwNhat Sondat ;) And that the 
Evcnifg of Saturday was the beginning of Sunday, nnd was there- 
fere called the Firjl day of the }V&k, c BeCUufc it is laid Gen. r. 
tie Evenm ami tlx >JMcming mu tfc firjl day, { and io of the reft J 
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and therefore the evening was the beginning of every day. $tt 
what thift a man will make, rather than quit an Opinion he 
hath once taken up. 

We are taught that on /fc Fourteenth day oftbefijt month at 
even the Pafs-over was to be killed. Doth he think that this | 
Fourteenth day at even was the end oj the Thirteenth dayjht Four- 
teenth day then beginning ! I think every body elfe takes it to be 
the evening at the end of the Fourteenth day, and the Fifteenth 
day (on the morrow ) was the firft: day of the Feaft of Unleaven- 
ed Bread. For though it were the fourteenth day at evening, yet 
it was t\\z fourteenth day, not.thc fifteenth.. t u >,.■/•..! 

And 54. the evening after our Saviours Crucifixion, I 

<>n the fixth day, when it was late at night (as was {hewed before 
and muft be, according to the ftory of what had been done before 
that time) was yet but the Reparation, not the Sabbath, the St. 
venth day being not yet begun. For fo we have it, it was the pre. 
paration, and the Sabbath drew on. And the Women were then 
preparing their Spices and Qyntmeuts, yet rejied the Sabbath day 
according to the Commandment > So that the Sabbath day was not yet 
begun. Nor was it ended when the evening ol the next day began, 
but on the morning of the day following, as was {hewed above. 

And (as we {hewed at large before) the foB day of the Week 
( on which Chrift rofe ) began very early in the morning while it 
<was dark, and continued (the fame day) till very late at night. 
And this is the conftant Language of the New Teftament every 
where. 

So that when the Congregation of Chriftians, Acts io. 7. did 0% 
the firft day of the tf^aUemble to breaKBread, and Paul Preached 
to them, continuing their Sermon till Mid-night 5 this muft needs 
•be on what we call Sunday ; and the morning following was Man- 
day morning ; not Sunday morning as this Author would have it. 

Tis manif eft therefore, that there was a Religious Aficmbly, ol 
the Chriftian Congregation at T >oas,on the Firft day of the Week, 
for celebration of the Lords Supper, and Preaching; and Paul 
with them. Which I take to be the celebration ol a Chnltian 
Sabbfcihuo ihi. '[j t>.i!j.o*i tfai'rfvr) grimy 3 eittr.jcdj Md. ?1 

However, this (he fays) is hut One In/lance. True, this is 
but one. ( But we have heard of more before, and.lhall hear ol 
more by and by.) But nis one is more than he can fbew for more 
than Two Tboufand Five Hundred tears (from God's refting on 
the Seventh day Gen. a. 3. till after Ifrael was come out oi Egypt 
Ex. jtf. during which time he would haveus think the Seventh- 
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day Sabbath was conftantly obferved. And if he could fliew any 
one fuch inftance ( of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, or others,) where 
fuch a Religious Afjembly, for the Woifhip of God, was held on 
the feventb day in courje from the Creation; he would think his 
int well proved, though no more were (aid of it than is of this. 
Whereas now as to the time from thence to the Floud, he 
rings no other proof, but that Abel, and Enoch, and Noah were 
ood men ( as no doubt they were ) and therefore it is to be pre- 
Burned th&kept a Sabbath ; and that upon the feventb day. Which 
is to beg the queftion, not to Prove it. 

From thence till Ifraels going into Egypt, all that he brings to 
prove this matter of fa# is but that of 6V*v i 3.6. where ( fpeak- 
ing of Aram and Lot y with the multitude of their Cartel ) it is 
laid, the land was not able to bear them that they might Dwell to- 
gether; for their fubftance was treat Jo that they could not Dwell 
together ; and there was aflrife between the Herd-men of Abrams 
[Cattle, and the Herd-mw of Lots Cottle, &c. Thev could not 
YDwll together, that is ( faith he ) they could not Reft together ; 
I that is, they could not keep a Sabbath together; therefore (he 
concludes ) they did ufe to keep ijabbatb; and that Sabbath was 
the feventh day in courfe from the Creation. And is not this a 
igoodly proof? Ifhouldthmk (if he would put a ftrnfi on 
I the word Reft ) it fhould rather i»gnify, : they could not Uya&uu 
\etly together -.without their berdmenj fUattfUingikout their 
» Paffure ; for fo it lollows in the next words, there wdsaftrrfe be- 
tween their bads-men. 

From thence ullafter their coming out of Egypt, he brings no 
other proof but that of Ex. ?. + , j. Where, when Mopes and 
, Aaron had been prefling Pharaoh to let f/raelgo three days Journey 
into the Wildernefs, to keep a Feaft and Sacrifice to the Lord their 
God; Tharaoh replies, Wherefore do ye Let (or hinder) the 
Teople from their Work ' you make them Reft from their burdens, or 
you take thei^efffrom their Hfork ; that inlays he,nw make them 
keep a Sabbath. For the Word or Verb there Trauilated you make 
them Reft is, (he tells us) a derivative from another Verb 
which fignifies to Refi, from which Verb the word Sabbath is 
alfo derived: They did therefore Reft ( fai& he) that is keep 
a Sabbath, and that Sabbath was every Week, and it was 011 the fe- 
ventb dav in courfe from the Creation. 

It Alas! how little do either or both of thefe places prove, of 
b vrhat he would have to be granted him thence ! He tells us fome* 
times there were other Sabbaths, befides chat of the feventb day; 
I am fure ihere were other Reftings. E If 
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If" x&kfes and Aaron had defired Pharaoh to excufe them from 
their Work one day in jeven, that on fuch day they might fervc 
the Lord their God ; it would have looked like an Argument. 
But when it is, to go three days into the IVildernefs to keep a Feajl 
to the Lord; what is this to a Weekly Sabbath f 

This Seventh day-fabbath, fo runs in the mind of this Author 
that if any where he can Jay hold of the word Rejl } it muft 
prefently prove a Seventh-day -fabbath, Eife who would have 
thought, that becaufe Jbram and Lot could not dwell quietly 
together ; therefore they muft needs keep a Sabbath, and that 
upon the /event h day, and in courfe from the Creation ? And the 
like of the Ifraelites in Egypt, becaufe tjMofes and Aaron are faid 
to hinder them from their Work \ Therefore they did confiantly 
keep a weekly Sabbath, and that upon the f event h day, in courfe 
from the Creation, 

He might have to better purpofe, alledg'd "Pharaoh's /even fat 
kine and jeven lean ones, and the /even full ears of Corn, and jeven 
empty ; for here we have the number jeven fignalized ; only 
thele were Seven Tears, not Seven Days ; and the like of Nebu- 
chadnezzar* being Jeven years turned out to the Beajlsof the fieU, 
Dan. 4, if, %i 7 3 3. Or that of the Clean Beafts and Fowls com- 
ing into the Ark by j "evens , Gen* 7. i, 3. 

But, what is more to his purpofe (ana which he fhould not have 
milled) is that of Gen. 7. 4, and Gen. 8. 10, 12. where we have 
the interval of /even days particularly mentioned 5 For yet J even 
days, and I will caufe it to ram upon the Earthy &c. ( Chap. 7. 4. ) 
where God gives to Noah juit a fVeeks warning of the time when 
the Floud Ihould begin, during which interval (if thofe days 
were Sabbath days) he might remove himfelf and what was ne- 
ceffary into the Ark before the next Sabbath. And, toward the 
end ot" the Floud, Noah fends out the Dove, Chap. 8.8. Aihd he 
Haidfeven days , and again fent forth the Dwe, ,ver. 10. And he 
Jtaidyet other feven days, and fent forth the Dovl , $cc. ver. it. 
Where we have the Dove fent out three times, juft at Jeven days 
diftance. And how do we know but that thefe three days were 
three Sabbath days ? Which though it be not a concluGvt Argu- 
ment, is better than any that he brings. For here we have three 
Intervals o( /even days, in thefe two Chapters. 

But if a Weekly Sabbath were then kept, 'tis very ftrange 
that we Ihould have no intimation of any fuch thing in the books 
of Mofts ( before Ijraeh coming out of Egypt. ) And much more, 
that there is nothing of it in the Book of job. And, that none 
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of his friends (amongft the many charges they bring againft him) 
fliould never objeft his Neglefi of the Sabbath, or want of due ob- 
fervance thereof Which being fo plaufible an objeftion, it 
feems more likely, that a Sabbath was not then wont to be obfer- 
ved : for which he hath fo very little to fhew. And by what 
we have J*b 1.4. It fhould feem thatjWs Seven Sons kept Feajl- 
mg (each in his own day ) for Seven days together ; without any 
mention of a Sabbath intervening. Nor was it a Relmous Feafl,hxit 
a P caft of mirth and jollity, fuch as made^ fufpicious leaft they 
might Jin and curfe God in their hearts^, j. And therefore he offer d 
propitiatory Sacrifices for them continually, or (as the Margin 
tells us it is in the Hebrew) all the days, that is every of thefe 
Seven days. 

As little a matter will ferve his turn to prove (p. 43. ) that 
Chnfts Afcenfton was, and his coming to Judgment is to be, on a 
Saturday, or Seventh-day*Sahbath t Becaufe it is laid A8s 1. i%. 
that Mount Olivet (whence he attended) is, from Jerufalem, a 
Sabbaih-days Journey. 

But he tells us that by no mount that he can tnaki, can he 
a M n t/je Afcenfton on the Firjt dayjfto more can I.) But what then? 

Well ! But why upon a Saturday rather than a Sunday ? Becaufe 
he obferves, that after Chnfts Afcenfton from Mount Olivet, it is 
faid, Then they returned to Jerufalem from Mount Olivet, which is 
from Jernjalem a Sabbath-days Journey. Well! what of this? 
He cannot fee why it was exprefly faid, that it was but a Sabbath- 
days Journey from Jerufalem, but becaufe it was the Sabbath-day. 

Perhaps I may (hew him another reafon as likely as it. If 
the word then do not there fignify the fame day (but only at 
large, after his Afcenfton) this is nothing to the purpofe. But 
admitting that by then be meant the fame day; the connexion runs 
* fairly thus, After his Afcenfton they returned from thence to Je- 
rufalem the fame day, for it was fi^tfi ) but a little way of about 
a Sabbath-days Journey. Which, I think, is a fair account of the 
place ; Efpeciaily fince we know other wife, that it was not upon 
a Sabbath day. 

Again, if this (of a Sabbath days Journey) fhould intimate, it 
was on a Sabbath day ; why on a Seventh day, rather than a Firft 
day ? and why upon no account upon the Firjlt For, if the Fiflt 
day were then a Sabbath ( as we think it was ) that of not tra- 
veling mere than a Sabbath-days Journey, would as well refpeft a 
FirfiJays Sabbath, as a* Seventh days Sabbath. So that he is not 
at all advanced hereby to his Seventh day Sabbath ; The fame 
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Account (as he fpeaks) will fervc as well for the one as for the 
other. But, indeed, lor neither. ' v 

But how doth this concern his Coming to Judgment f Yes, Be- 
caufe it is there faid {ver. 1 1.) He fhall come in like manner (or 
-mt ) as ye have feen him go into Heaven. And (becaufe this Author 
tanfies ) he did Afcend on a Sabbath day, therefore (he fanfies 
alfo) he (hall on a Sabbath day come again. I fee a freak Argu- 
ment \ with zfirong Fanfy will go fan 

But to prove his Afcenfion to be on the Sabbath (befides this ; 
of a Sabbath-days Journey) he adds further, That Chrift and his 
Difcipks were then Ajjembkd and that Chrift 'Preached. Well ! 
And why may ^e not as well conclude that the day of bis Re~ 
furre&ion was alfo a Sabbath t For Chrift and his 'Dtfciples were 
then Aj/embled } {Ri{i at Emmauspnd then at Jerufalcm } ) and Chriji 
did then alfo (at both places) Preach to them, and the fubftance 
of his Preaching was much the fame, (as will appear by com- 
paring Luk. 14- with A3s 1.) and did then alfo Celebrate the 
Lords Supper. And eight days after^ Chrift was again Affembled 
with the :&lfcipks y and Preached to them$ on the lame day of the 
Week* If Chriits Prefence and Preaching will prove the Afcenfion 
day to be a Sabbath, why fhould it not as well prove the Refurre- 
ff ion day to be a Sabbath ? the onely difference is/That (he thinks) 
ferves his turn, But this makes againft him. 

And why fhould it not alfo be thought a Sabbath,^? j zo. for 
Paul and the Difciples were then Ajfembled ; and they we re aflem- 
bled to breaks Bread ; and 'Paul there Preached to them. And all 
thefe AflTemblies were on the firfi day of the fFeei And they 
feem to me a much ftronger proof of the Firfi day (^the day of his 
Refurreftion) being a Sabbath, than that the Afcenjion day was fa 

And the Preaching which our Author here mentions as on the 
day of Afcenfio% leenis to me rather to have been on that of the 
Refmrefifion. For St. Luke in the beginning of this Chapter of 
'Afts 1, feems to give a jhort repetition of what himfelf had de- 
livered more at large Luk* 14. And gives an account not only of 
what happened 0tf the day of Afcenfion, (though he clofewith it} 
but of what happened during the forty days from his Refurreftion 
to that time. And this Preachings I take to be tfiat mentioned 
Luke 24. on the day of his Refurreftion. 

But (after all) this is but a Whimfey, (what he tells us of 
Chnfts Afcenfionon a Seventh day-Sabbath.) For 'tis very plain 
that his Afcenfion was neither on a feventhdiy^ Dor on a ftrft y 
but on % fifth day of the Week. For tis plainly faid, Aftfh 1 - J- 
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That he /hewed hhnfelf alive after hts t Taffion J being feen of than 
Forty days, {.that is, tie was feen of them at times, not conltantly, 
for the lpace of Fourty days) whereof that of his Refurreftion 
y?&$ the nrft, and that of his Afcenfion was the lafi And if that 
were Sunday, this mull be Thurfday. He may tell it upon his 
fingers { as he fpeaks p. 5. ) if he plcafe. 

But though our Saviours Afcenfion was not on the feventh day 
of the Week ( in obfervance of the Seventh-day Sabbath, or in 
confirmation thereof :) Yet the mififion of the HolyGhoft ( accor- 
ding as on the Firftday of the Week, the day of his Refurreftion, 
he hadjprqtnifed, luk. 24/49.) was oa firfi day of the Week 
fulfilled alfo, as appears Acls 2. When the day ofPentecoft was 
fully come, thatis, the Fiftieth day (for fo Penfecoft lignifieth in 
Greek) they were all with one accord in one place (that is, they 
-were unanimoufty aflembled) and fuddenly there cairn a found 
from Heaven^ as of a rujhing mighty l¥ind y and filled the hmf\ 
where they >'were fitting / Attyjbfteappeared to them cloven tongues 
Mkg as offiue y and it fat upon each of them ( thaMs, at l^aft, upon 
each of the Apoftks, ) and they were allfilled with, the fioly Ghoft, 
and began to /peak with other Tongues as the Spirit g&ue them ut- 
terance. Which I take to.be a further iuftance, (if our Author 
[will not allow it to be called a Sabbath,) at leaftof z Religious Af] em- 
bly for the Worfhip of God ; (And lfiit had been on the feventh 
day, how great a proof would this have been with him for a 
Seventh-fay Sabbath.) This I take to be ^Chriftian Sabbath, and 
within the profpeft of the Fourth Comtnandment. And though 
it be not exprefly called a Sabbath (to avoid confulion or am- 
biguity, becaufe the word Sabbath in common fpeech was then 
appropriated to the Jewifh Sabbath, ) yet it is the facne thing. 

And if he doubt whether the Feaft of Pentecojl were on the 
Firftda vof the f^eei, as was that of the Acfurreftton; he may 
be fatisfied from Levit. 23. 17. where that Feaft is appointed, 
After mention made of the Pafs-over^ {ver. &c.) ^Mofes pro- 
ceeds to that of the Wave -offering, v. 1 o, 1 1. When ye be come mio 
the land which J give unto you^ and fhall reap the harveji thereof; 
then fhall ye bring a fiieaf of.tht faftjruiiptyyQW harveji unto 'tig- 
Triefiytndhe fhaU Wave the fieaf before the Lord to be accepted for 
you ; on the morrow after the Sabbath the PrteftfbaU teave tf. u Afc 
Whether by the Sabbathhtie mentioned be meant the Weekly 
Sabbath, or the firfi day *f the Feaft of Unjeavened^ Bread, is not 
material; becaufe, in that year whereof we are leaking, this 
fi$ day of the Jeaft was pu, tjje W^ Sqbbathy^ is «*wfrft 
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from the ftory of Chrifts Crucifixion, which was on the Sixth 
day of the Week, and the next day (being the Seventh day) was 
the Feaft of the Pafs-over ; and the morrow after this Sabbath, was 
the day of Chrifts Refurre&ion, as well of the IVave-tffering. 
And then he proceeds, ver. 15-, 16, to the Feaft of Tentecoft, or 
the Feaft offVeeks. Te JbaU count unto you from the morrow after 
the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the Jheaf of the fvave- 
offering, [even Sabbaths pall be compleat, even unto the marrow 
after the feventh Sabbath, JhaUye number Fifty days (inclufively 
taken, as the manner is in Scripture reckoning, and malt nesds 
fee fo here.) It was called the Feaft <?f Penteceft, or the Feaft of 
Weeks (as jDeut. \6. 9, 10.) which Feaft of Tentecofi was the 
morrow after the Sabbath, on a firft day of the Week. 

And on this firft day of the IVeek, ( the morrow after the feventh 
day Sabbath ) hd*e was a folemn Affembly for Religious fcorfhip, 
and a very large one, both of Jews and Gentiles out of every na- 
tion under Heaven, Parthians, Mcdes, Elamites, &c. And this fo- 
Jemnized by a Miraculous Effufion tfthe Holy Gbofi, in the gift of 
Tongues : For we alt fear fay thofe of that great Affembly) every 
one m our own Tongue wherein we were born the wonderful fkbrks 
of God, ver <S, 7, 8, 9, 10, n, 11. With a long Sermon of 
"peter s an that occafion. Which I take to be another celebration 
of the Firfi^day Sabbath; and a very eminent one. 

We are to obferve alio, that in fome of the places alleged to this 
purpofe, though but ftngle inftances, there is an intimation of a 
frequent ufage. As in that dih 10. 7. On the firft day of the week, 
the dtfciples being affembiedto break bread, Paul preached, &c. Is a 
fair intimation, that on the firft day they did ufe fo to ajfemble. 

If it we re faid amongft u$,sfbout fix a clock, when they were come 
together {in the College-Hall) tofupper, fuch a thing happened; Any 
(unprejudiced) perfon would take it for a fair intimation, that 
they ufed to [up about fix a clocks Afid if this Author could any 
where find, in the book o$Job y that On the feventh day of the week 
( from the Creation) when Job and his friends were afiembledfor 
the joint fervice of God, Mldadjpafe thus, &c. He would take this 
tor a firing proof that Hat fe venth -day Sabbath was then wont to be 
obferved. Much ftronger than what he allegeth to that purpofe, 
Abram and Lot had eacSof them fo many Catiel, that they could not 
dwell ( or reft ) together, without quarre Rings among/l the'tr fcrvants. 
And that of what Pharaoh faid to Mofes and staron, Why do you 
Hinder their worLyou mak the people Reft from their burthens f 

A like place is that of \ Cor. 1 5. r ■ % . Nm concerning the Col- 
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leffion for the Saints, as I have given order to the Churches of Ga- 
latta, even fo do ye t ( and what that was, we are told in the next 
words,) Upon the firft day of the week^ let every one of you lay by 
1 bim in fiore as God hath profpered him, that there be no gatherings 
fwhen I come* ( If it had been fb faid to Noah, to Abraham^ or to 
Job, Upon the feventh day of the 'week do thus or thus \ what a 
'ftrong proof would this have been for theObfervation of a feventh 
[day Sabbath ! ) 

I think it is plain from hence, that the Firft day of the week, 
was weekly tfofcrved; and was wont to be obferved, both by the 
Church of Corinth, and by the Churches oiGaktia. For St. Paul 
doth not here advtfe it, but fuppofe it, or take it for granted. 

What that order was to the Churches of Galath our Author 
fays he cannot tell. I thought it had been plain enough : he bids 
the Corinthians do, as he bid the Glatians ; that is, on the 

[ Firft day of the Week, &c. What further order, he had given 
the Galatians, it is not as to this point neceflary for us to know. 
- But faith he, if they muft on that day lay as God hath bleffed 
them, then they muft on that day cafi up thetr accounts, tell their 
mony, reckon their fiock^compute their expenfes, &c. which are not 
Sabbath-day Works. A wife objection ? As though all this could 
not as well be done before (fo far as is neceflary) and, on Sunday, 
put fo much into the poor mans box (or give to the Deacons or 

IColle&ors) as (upon fuch account ) they fhould have found it ; 
like as is now done in our Churches when there is occafion fot 
'fuck Collections. 

v Why doth he not make the fame exception to that of %>eut. 

|*6, 10, concerning the Feaft of Pentecofit where they are to 

j bring a tribute of a free-wiU-ofifering, which ( fays h« ) thou fhalt 
give unto the Lord thy God, &x, according as the Lord thy God hath 
bleffed thee ; Doth he think that en the day of Pentecoft ( which 
was to be ftri&ly obferved as a Sabbath, a holy Convocation and no 

\ fervile work to be done^v^}, 31.) they muft cafi up their accounts, 
tell their mony, &c. becaufe they were to offer according as the 
Lord hath bleffed them f I think not. 
But here comes in again his former trifling objeft ion of w* <>*C- 

I **V**, whether it fignify, the pft day of the ffeek Yet 1 am 
Very confident, himfelf doth really believe it doth here fo fig- 
nify, and (as to his own thoughts) doth not doubt of it. But per- 
haps thinks it a piece of wit ? or skill in Greek, thus to obje£ 
againft his own judgment. Yet fince he will have it fo, ( and 
we muft come again to Childs play,) I will fay fomcwhat to it 
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Whether uU <n.CGd7»v be good Gieek or no, as to the common 
analogy of that Tongue ; or, what is the reafon of that Syntax ; 
I need not trouble my felf to enquire, (becaufe it is nothing to 
the purpofc ; for we are not inquiring whether it be good Grcek y 
but what it here lignifiesj There are I prefume in all Lan- 
guages ( by negligence or corruption ) fome harfli expreffipns, 
as to the analogy of the Language, which yet are allowable by 
'common ufage, and well enough underftood. 
. He would think it perhaps a little harfli to fay in Greek rr* 
&'Jta1cr, T¥A«ftoxa#AV7ot, ( that is in Latine, tres decimum, 
quatuor 0 decimm, ) for what we % in Englifli tbirteentb,fbur- 
teenth \ yet lb they /peak. And fomewhat harfli i umi Am* witj 
Rev. a. 16. Rev. 3. 21. and 6rx* jt^jwr? #ti:U, Rev. 3. 12. (in- 
flead ot T$-u*£*\% ?/x*»i* touSo» ) yecfoit.is. And Aj«r 
x\ s b <; 5 i^fter©-, yet fo we find it Rev. 1. 4. And many fuch 
may be Chewed. 

tin Latine j idc'trco,^uocirca,poJlbac } ^uaproMer, contr over tor, pater - 
familias, omne genus Amines , ^tbiops alius dentes, pridie calen- 
das, and many more, are fcarce to be accounted for as regular, 
ikve.that they ate fo ufed ; but, becaufe. they are fo ufed , they 
are accounted elegant enough. 

In Englifli ; Methinks /Tor / think ) three pound ten {hillings, 
{ for three pounds, &c. ) three foot nine inches, many a one, a Jew 
Pottage, and the like, 4re fcarcq regular ; yet are fo ufed. When 
a Merchant marks his Parcels (and fojcalls thjem) number one, num- 
ber two, &c. he means firjl ivAfecond. So, in the Ttar of our Lord 
mc: thousand fix hundred an? [ninety one, One tboufand fix hundred 
ninety two, is commonly faid ; when yet we mean ninety firjl, 
ninety fecond; {oone a clocfawoaclock, for the firjl and fecondhour 
after Twelve. And other the 1^ cafes, where the Cardinal num- 
ber is put for the Ordinal. As it is alio in Gen. 1. The evening, 
and morning were (jom ccbad ) day one ; which the Septuagint ren- 
ders .JSpi^t pi« 9 and //lot doth there .fignify «^7». Ytt no wife man 
will cavil as to the fenfc of fuch expreflions, (what ever they may 
do as to the Grammatical conjlruffion,) when we know what is 
meant by them. 

So here , 'tis true uU doth properly fignify one in common con- 
ftru&ion : but p m t <m&&7t>t doth never fignify other than the firjl 
day of the week, (either in the New Telhment or any where die,) 
not any day of the week, any more than one a clock doth lignify any 
other hour than the firjl after twelve. When a thing is faid to be 
done at one a chek ; he that (hall obje&, this may be any hour, for 
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every hour is one; would be laueh'd at And when a Merchant 
bids his Prentice bringhim ««;»/wcw,if he bring him whatelfc 
he pleafes (becaufe every number, is nurriberone, or one number) 
he deferyes to be knockt. 

■« Now when everyone knows(who undcrftands any thing of this 
nature,) that <m(C*Tvr is the proper name jof that day which is 
next after the Jewifb Sabbath, as much as one a c/qcj^ is the fioper 
name of that hour which is next after Twelve : it muft either be 
great ignorance, or fomewhat wprfe fo to object. 1 appeal to him- 
ielt, whether eyer he met with that name (m any Author) in 

^j^^^fdwfe^JliinO ;i;iw bstuofloti iv ) P \ «? 

He fcemsto take it very unkindly^. 66Vo[ thofe who fli uld 
think that, hyjon ofwfafhQldd be meant an ordinary Man, in 
Afar, i . 2 8 . The Sabbath was made for Man. and not Man for the 
Sabbath; therefore t/ye Son of Man tsLordalJo oj the Sabbath. Where 
I jhiflk.it is plain, that in the former verie(/^ Sabbath was wade 
for Marine.) it is manifefUy fpoken of ordinary Men. And though 
in the letter verfe^ , ( thfiSon of Alan is Lord a/Jo of the Sabbat b, ) by 
Son offflOf Pfuppofe is mswtCbriJt ; yet; is that Title given aUo 
to ordinary Men, elfcwhere^Very often, As Job. is. 6* How much, 
left Man who is a fVorm, and the. Son of Alan who is a IVorm ? And 
Ifai. si. ii. Who art thou that Jhonldji be afraid of a Alan that pall 
dy, andtf the Son tf M*n which (ball be made as Graf. So Pf 8. 4. 
Why is* fifty, that thou art mindful of him, andlb$ Son of^SMan that 
tbott vifitejl bm f j hn&U) tjie fame purpofe, Ff. ^44, ^ And (to 
name no more) in the Book of Ezeklel, the Prophet Ezekjel is, in 
that one Book, called Son of <JMan,oimtt than Chrift is fo called 
iiy the whole.Bifcie. And if we would argue as he doth,we might 
plaufibly obje^l,It might be fg meant hcre^hough I ihipk itis not. 
But he cannot fliew that ever the jfewijb Sabbath was called the 
Lords day (however he thiaks nmight have been;) npr( though j t 
be Greek for One) that fJa^ftSciW js ever ufed for other than the 

firjl day of the week,or the »**r after the Jewjfli Sabbath. Nor doth 
he think it. Such trifling (to. give it no harder name) may do well 
enough in Drollery or Burlefque,but not in a plain honejl Enquiry. 

But if he would be /:uqfl$f rj$to {he ^hrafe ; 'tis plain enough 
that ne6/5rfV«» is not pJCQperiy |^fii©eai4^..cafe governed of f A*. 
For then it {hould have been •? bpcaufe^ct-m is of the 

Neuter Gender 0 }( Afl4 Itkja ?oi%ke therefore. when p.s 8. he ren- 
ders it by One oft/je Sabbaths, as if it had. been in ^fiwni) But 
'ti$ governed r^eCPi^^ P^P 0 ^^ 011 or ^a™^ underflood, 
(as or the like, ) and then, as in Latin pridie calendas { that is, 
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prior dies ante cakndas) is the next d*y before the Calends : fo ii fiU 
ott&Siruv (or &wi oaCCiTw) the next day after the Sabbath: 
The full conilrnftion is juf* ^W^v^r, (the word 
being underftood in the word pi*, and &f Uflderftoorf irt the word 
<x<&$3tm^) That h one day 'after the Sahbath ; which bfcing'the 
proper Kame of a day, cannot be meant of any other but ffc 
NtXt^qftah;- * * * \ - - >l] • < • ' 4& arfi it iT; ixs'ir 

Tis certain therefore that { u\± the pfi day of the 

f^eek 7 or the firjl day after thejcwijh Sabbat h^ was^from the Re- 
ferKOT^of Cfcrift and after, ediii^iitk flfertalue^^d day 
{occkl Qbfervation ; Twas honoured witli ChnlhA^jArY^^^ 
that day ; with his firft appearance Wl i$foty kMagdalm £n#ihe 
other Women; then, to t]\zTw&!DrftipIes going to BmMiksy an J 
his Religious Aflembly with them there; aitei tha^ to the d/* 
fcipks at Jerufaleni and afleta'bling with them the famt cay ; and 
the whole timeofthofe Aflemblings employed inlteligims Exer. 
cifes, (Preaching Celebrating the Lartfc Stipper^Ihflrufiing and 
[] Idling hi j DHciples, and giving them Cbmraifliort for P&^h- 
ing the Gofpel and Planting the Chriftian Church^ Antf again 
with the fame Difciples on that day fefrttight, aflfembled with 
them, and in like manner employed. It was fpeciailyfignalized 
alfo by the Miraculous EfFufion of the HolyGttojititii that day, in 
a great- allembly of Jews and Gentries on the dav of P tutmfr; 
and the day employed in Freshing aiid other Ite^iom^^xdM^i, 
It was obferved in like manner at Troa$ } in preaching the Wdrcl, 
Celebrating the Lords Supperjandothei Religious Communion ,as 
things there afmlon that day. It was obferved at Corinth, not 
once onely, but as a thing of cmfe ; and ft prefumed by the A- 
pottle when he gives particular Inftru&ions coiiceflnkig^ Col- 
lection for the Saints to be made weekly on that day. And m 
like manner in the Churches of Galatia} fyilti "a-Iifet^Brtj^ion to 
them. (And we have no reafon toTufpeft but that in oihct 
Churches alfo, there was a like cuftoirife of "obferving that day. ) 
And it is the onely day of the week (unlets the Seventh-day, in 
urder to the Jevcifli Sabbath) that is fo imieh as Mentioned by 
name after the RdiirrcttioiV of Qhiifti :r '\Ai^#^P&iifl8tlat 
prefent remember the Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, or Sixth day 
of the week by name- fo mentioned.) Now what we have reafon 
to believe was fo generally obferved after the Refurre&ion, by 
Chart himfelf (more than once,) by his Apoftles, and bv the 
Chriftian Churches in theirdays ; we have reafon to believe was 
according to Chrlfts di reflion. <T For we know v£ry well, that 
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Chriftdid after his refcrroftiobfrw commandments to the Mies, 
cl Ut H l rJ Srt ? ^S^totk-k^domeofGod, and fcrl.ngihe 
Chnftian Church What thole Commandments were m particu- 
lar, we cannot tell ; but are wjJrefiime that what they did thcre- 

SrJr? P " ft? a l^S c ° mmn / s ; :illd ^is in particular about 
fte™$tWfy of the week, which we call the Clmflim 
f u 7' if ™ C V 115 ™?t"dilKwftion to the jedtm Sahbath i 
is caUed the Lords da/ ; £ev. r. to. And hath accordingly been 
To called and fo obferved ever ince. Which being lo prated - 
by the Apoffles, aud fo continued everiW I take to he a mod 

As to what he fo often objetfs, that there is no exprei cMtann 
thereof t eccrded: that is, not fuch a command as our Author de- 
mands. We are not topreicribe toGod in what terms Ik flutB bake 
Jcnown his Will, any rilore thah the Pharifees, Mat.it i'^ere 
to prefenbe to ChrifJ what kind of^j he was to Ihew to ceftifv 
his authority ; us fuftcient if Cod do in his own way. intimate- 
vhatis his Wift, thonfih it be not\vith the fbrmaiitv of Be h 

t Ka t r And ' v2 3" arc wilJin S t0 hc of Cod, will be 
content fo to undeifland his meaning. An approved Tra^fe in 

nconraged by Chrifls own Exmpte, and that of n:, ■ , !K! 
the Chrt/lmn Churches theh,and continued in the Ctmfdn Church 
e vn Cnce : Is to me great e v,dence of the wif] of God ; a n :d that 
, Jhefe was a command for it, though it be not recorded. ( Like as 
1 believe that ihere was, very early, a command from God, to 
worlhip him by Sacrifice, though that command be not reco-rded.) 
But (to that 'of "its being fo obferved ever (ince ) he objects, 
have nothing but W^«/tither that the.Chriftian Sabbath 
hath been fo obferved, or that it is failed tfc Lords-day. And 
tradition u what he takes great pleafure to exclaim aeainfi ; 
that be admitted ( faith he) where fhall we flop ? 

Very well' I am not over fond of laying too great a weicht 
upon Traditions ; at leaft not on all things that aTe pretended fo 
to be. But, I pray, How can he tetf, otherwif: than bv fradt. 
ftw», whether our Saturday 6r bur Sunday, be the Seventh day 
incourfeJromthe Creation? Or, (if that be ioo hard a queftion) 
whaher of the two is the Seventh day of the Jew/b WJf|, I kn6w 
nothing but tradition for it I cannot remember fo long: Nor 
have I fo long kept fo IbtiEt account of days as tohefurt of it. 

tiHift to the common Computation of the world, that cur Sah- 
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bath is a continuation of that Sabbath which the Apoftles kept 
And if fo, I am fafe, If not, I cannot help it And becaufe I 
think the AupiUes Sabbath was on thehrftday of the Jewiih 
week, therefore ,1 think ou^^% Jut if theirs was not, 

neither is Qiirs f u ; ji&Ltc ijbjifiiDipoaibiii io, Att'Shiiaam v t 
He woirld not have that Q f St. Revel, t lo. f tw tff W 
foirit on! he Lords- day td be undeiltood (A our Sabbath And -why M 
i-k tells us, i. Some think it to hi Chrijimtf day ; a^ome think 
it to be Eafter-day ; and j. Some thinE if to be the Z>y 'of Judg- 
ment And long Difcourfes we have upon all.thefe. Well ! But 
doth he think it to be meant of any of thefe ? No. Then, to what 
puroofc are thefe alleged, in disparagement of the Chriftian 

^But he feems to have fo great difpleafure againft the Chriftiaa 
Sabbath, that whatever he can think of to be Objected (though 
he do not think it to be true ) he will be fure to Obje£L .( that he 
may difparage the day-, or perplex the Argument J as if he were 
moxe concefned to .beat down the Chuftm Sabbath, than joftt 
up the t-wW. Not confide ring, that by all this, he is doing 
thei r Work who would ha v e none at all. For they know well 
that the Jewijb Sabbath hath been longtmce laid ahde ( without 
any treat feat of returning;) and if they can but throw oft the 
Cfrfc Sabbath alfo, 'tis what they would have. And us oi a 
like impQTt what he argues (f 8+ ) ^coming to the pubbek 
but once a day \ riot twice as ou r manner is ; ) For thofe wlio car, 
not to come at all, if he difpence with "them as to the One, they 
will difpence with themfelves as to the Other meeting. 

I fhould rather think, that, the whole day being due to the 
Service of God (publick and private) it is to be parcelled out, 
as to the number and times of publick meeting ; as might ( accor- 
ding to Chriftian Prudence) 'be judged molt conducing (in this 
or that place) to thofe ends, and to common Edification-, and 
that, to make fuch little. Circumtfances (otherwife than as they 
conduce to thofe general ends) a matter of Religious Obfervatw, 
or 'Divine Inftitution, is a like extravagance as that of the Pha- 
rifees in laying like weight on' their Traditions,. and that o. the 
Papifts on their numerous Superfluous Ceremonies. And is as 
pi<$rfc{$m]tittb*, as'thefc. • 1" - at, 

I do not' know this Author, (who thus argues againft ob- 
Cervine the Chriftian Sabbath, andjagainlt publick meeting on 
that day more than once ;) And therefore am not willing to judge 
hardly. But the natural rcfult of what lie argues,, is, as 1 told you. 
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He doth not think that John, was ( on the Lords day Rer.i. ro.} 
\Ucpiag the Afiaherffiy of Chrifts Incarnation ; nor of his gefur- 
pkion. (No more do I.) But why not? Becaufe (farthhe) be 
tea/ fay , as. in the caje of Moles'* dead body, No man knows if 
Sit- Sepulchre to this day. Now as to the Incarnatiori, 1 am apt to 
[think, that no man.doth At this day know certainly,, either on 
fcfut day of the Year, or what day of the Week Chrdt was 
miri ( nor is it any matter whether we do or no. ) But I fhould 
Hither fay, no man knows At this day, than | as he) no man 
Woweth To this day, (as if no man hitherto had known it :) for 
fertainly there have been thofe who knew it heretofore (while 
fluwas alive) though, it be now forgotten, and at this -day no 
Ein.knows it. . But, wiH lie .fay fo as to ^ the gefurre fiion 1 1 
.think it is plain, that Ch rift was Crucified on the fourteenth 
day, lay in the Grave the fifteenth, and role again the fixteenth 
clay, of the ft ft month. And that he rofe on the firft day of the 
week, no man doubts.. Hejfhould rather have put it thus, As m 
man (owiTo this day, where is the Body oj Mofes, (that it might 
toot be worfhiped,) So no mm knows. At this day , which is the 
Seventh in csurfe from the Creation; that we might not contend 

about it. Ki . . , . j . . 

However, I am contented to admit , ( if that will pleate him J 

fthat the Lords day there mention^ was neither meant oiChrift- 
maftday, nor Eajler-dy, nor Whitftrnday, nor the day of. judg- 
ment ; but think it to be meant of the fifday of the week, which 
is the Cbiijlian Sabbath. Not, of any of thofe. other days men- 
tioned ; nor of the Jewifb Sabbath, as he. would have it. 

Tis, I think, a new notion of his own (at leait 1 know none 
other of his mind ) that it .fhould he meant of the Jewifh Satibatu. 
He grants there is nothing from tlx tircumftances of the Mace to 
^determine it to this day. Nor doth he t pretend to fhew that the 

• tewifh Sabbath was ever fo called. But he thinks it might have 
keen fo called. For he fays God blefjtdarid janffifted the Jeventh 
*W(thatis, the Seventh day after Six days of Labour) there- 
fore it might haze been called the Lords day : and fo may as well 
the Chriftian Sabbath ^ the Jews Sabbath. That the Son of Man 
is Lordaljo of the SabbathMy , And fo is he of every day in. the 
Week ;. and of the Cbrifim Sabbath (when that is ; the Sabbath) 
as well as of'the Jewtfh. That the feventh day is the Sahaath $ 
'the Lord our God; that is, the.Sevcnth day alter Six days ot La- 
bour ; but whether the Seventh day in cqjyfc from the Creation, 
i? f np where laid.", "That j)a, 5 % 13. A'Sabbath is calJed^ 
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holy day: True, on what ever day the Sabbath be: Firft orl 
Seventh of the Week ; or whatever day God appoints to be Jceptl 
Holy ; As fbr instance, the firft and j event h day of the Fcajl offfn. 1 
leavened head, Ex. ii. 16. The Firft day fhall be i '/ft^ Coiivo- 
cation ; and the Seventh day fhall be a AT^ Convocation ; and 
feach of the* was the Lords Holy day, on whatever day of the Veek I 
they happened. * And the like for other days. So Levtt. 13 . 2, 4, « 
8 1,21, 14, if, 17, 18, 30, ?i, 3J, 3<S, J 9. and ittw*. z8. rsj^itf! 
Num. 19, 1, 7, 1 x, 3;. All the days here mentioned are the Lords 
Ho/y days, yet I do not take any of them to be jplge x^*^. ■ And 
all he can pretend to from thefe or whatever he produ^eth is 
no more but that the Jewi/h Sabbath (white it was the Sabbitth) 
might Awbeen fo called; the Lords day ; he ddth not 
pretend to (hew that ever it was fo called. 

Now I would defire this Gentleman (i f he can but a little while 
lay afide his prejudice) toconfider, firft that the Lords day was 
the proper name of a day ; whereby it might be known as diftin- 
guilhedlrom other days ; (elfe to what pnrpofe h it faid I tons 
iff the fpirit mi the Lords day;) whereas the proper name of the 
Jcv&ijb Sabbath ( and of that onely as he would have as think 
/>. 64) was the Sabbath day; and there is no appearance of rea- 
fon, why, if he meant that day, he Oiould not rather have fiud 
/ was in the fpirit on the Sabbath day, or the J event h day. This 
therefore muft needs be meant of fome other day, ^nbwri by^an 

2. I would have him next confider,the the Lord in the OldTe- 
ftainent is the ufual name of God indefinitely ; without particula- 
rizing this or that of the Three Perfons ; and the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God, doth not appropriate it tq the/d>oWPerfofi iftor? 
than to thefift and third. And though I do not deny, that our 
Lord Chrift was the God who gave the Ten Commandments (for all 
the three Perfons are rtiefame God, ) yet I do not think it to be 
Chrift onely, as contradiftinguiflied to the other two. And when 
it is faid, / am the Lord thy God, thou Jhah have no tther God but 
me , the meaning is .not, I the fecond Ferfcn, am fo the Lord 
thy God, that thou fhalt'own no- either Terffaffax thy 6W befide 
me the fecondVerjm. Bat theL^dfa the New Tcftment, 

is for the mpft part applied peculiarly to mr Lord Chrift '(God' and 
Man.) andisunderfiood r*V&yh of him. (As he is called elfe- 
where v f Vfr K i t ,theSonof Man.)And accordingly dpi** xd'««f muft 
be a day peculiarly apprppriaDc( ^ ^e^) tfo our LordChrift ; which 
1 h c Jews Sabbath *as rtot, no** that of the 1 Fourth Comhrirfdmdnt: 

which 
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ich is the Sabbath of. the LordthyGod, that is of God indefinite- 
; for 'tis in that notion that God fpeaksin the Ten Command- 
ents, not as oneperfon contradiftintt t;o the other two. 
It is .^glfou) the Lords day in* like, ftftfe as K«f^^ 
t jf ds Supper 1 Cm . x t, and W w * w v r ^U W* t 
Cup of the Lord, tke Takir tfthe Lvrd y iCor. I0 .nyii" t Cm 
. 17. In all which, by the Lord,is meant the Lord Chrift, God 
dMac. And becauie, there being a double Sabbath then in ufe, 
Jewjb Sabbath, and -tile Chrftmi Sabbath,,) and the word 
^indefinitely having been a long time; applied to the JewM 
hathj md would ht apt.to be duderfliood of it ■ therefore (by 
of difan£hon).*Wfc0f -th^Ghi tftunfc (though a &A4*s£ alfo, 
in the fenfc ot the Fourth Commandment ) was called /At 
ds day, as being; the Day or Sabbath appropriate to cur Lord 
us ChriB, And therefore when he tejls us, fo often, the World 
made by our Lord jejus Chrift, and the taw given on Mount 
rby om Lord jefus CM rfi^on vlihich Motions he feems to 
great ftrefs,though it be nothing to the purpofe,)Ithink it is a 
ake. For our Lord JefusChrtf is God and Man,hut he was not 
IWdifarwhen the World was made,or iheLaw given, but one- 
Sod. 'Tis true Chrifi as <?^(according to his Di vine Nature) is 
p fame Godwho made the World,and save the La\v,( for we have 
har God but ont)but not.as GtdandMan. For Man he was not 
fiat time, but m the f ullnefs of time became- Man, The Sabbath 
he Lord ourGod(n\ theFourthCommandment,with equal refpeft 
ItheThrecPerfons)dothnotfignify the fame as/The Sabbath 
br Lord Jefus C/jtijl (God and Man.) The Lord our God there, 
the fame with om Lord fifus Chrifi, in the New Teftament. 
^ Two* &v*kU {the Lords Supper) is the Supper of the Lord 
ChriB (God and Man )ithe Founder of our Chriftian Reli- 
t x rAnd accordingly. H^>w£ii»A;v^ £wds day) is the day 

Lord Jefus Cbriii, a day appointed by him. ft-vv \ 
5 1 would have him con6der further, that the Lords day, (do- 
ca, or dies dominicus, ) hath been all along in all ages of the 
ftian Church, ufed as the proper name of what we otherwile 
the Ckiftian Sabbath ; andiiot for xht proper name! of any other 
tj and therefore, .till foinewhat do appear to the contrary, I 
I' take it to be the iame with what is called the Lords day in 
ture. 

ere is,in the New Teftaniertt,a: place called Rome\ and there 
this day a place in -Italy, called Rome, and which hath been 
lied all along ever fince; neither do I know of any other emi- 
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nent place fo called. Therefore (till fomewhat do appear to the 
contrary) I (hall prefume our Rome to be the fame place with that! 

which in the New Tellaraent is called Xme.\^mU^v.\^A 

We find in fcripture there is an Ifland of the Mediterranean! 
Sea called Melitaox Malt* ( where St. Taul fuffcred Ship-wrackjl 
not far from another IAartd called Crete i Now we know alfi? therel 
is in the Mediterranean Sea an Ifland called Malt a i at this davj 
and another not far from thence called Crete or Candy, aad we do 
not know of any other Iflands fo caUed, then,or at any time lincej 
and therefore we may fafely prefume (till fomewhat do^appeail 
to the contrary) that thole Iflands -now 'lb called,- axe the famel 
Iflands with thofe which- were then fo called. 
' And in like manner,that Day which hath been e ver trace called! 
the Lords-day as by improper name, we may and:ougbt to prefunwl 
to be the fame day which was by St. John fo called (as ^by it»| 
proper name) in Rev. i. Jo. when* he wrote the Book ct the Re-I 
delation ; till it con be toewed that he did by that name meaal 
fome'dikw^ayi'; » ! : 3 m .!i'^' "? n :igoorii. *trqj "^j j 
■ And we have the more reafonfotb prefume, becauie we nnditt 
fo called by others, very foon after St. John's time; and by thoKI 
whom we have great reafon to believe to have Been well acquaint! 
ed with St. John's meaning and his manner ot fpeech. .> 

The firfl 1 lhall name is St. Ignatius, who was not onely Con. 
temporary with St. John, butwas a Difciple or Scholar otSt.>2*| 
Now St John (according to the befl account we can have\ troiM 
Chronology) wrote his Revelation in tatmos (whither he was! 
banilhcd by "Domitun,) in or about the year of our Lord 96 ; (attefl 
Which he wrote his Gofp'el, tipon bis retWn from Tatmos to i& 
plxfus : ' And died in the Yea* pS or 99 under Trajams. An| 
ftnalius died a Martyr under the fame Emperot Trajan, m tit* 
Year of our Lord 10^. So that there is no greatdilhnce tn tunej 
(And if welhouldmifs a Year or two it is not material.) Hofll 
long before his death Ignatius molt bis Epittle to ™f M$ n Wf>>\ 
*e are not Aire (nor is itmatcriilO Now m that his EpiftletJ 
i\\t &{agtieji<tfis, even according to the genuine Edition publilhe« 
by Bifhop Ujher out of an ancient Manufcn.pt (not that which HI 
tlv fnfpccted to be interpolated,)!* doth earneftly exhort the* 
riot to%wWV, but to live as Chns7ians;:(Si enim ufque nunc\t\ 
cwidum Judatfmum v'tumui; coufitemur gratiam non recepijje.Ji 
And as to the Sabbath in particular, Non amplius Sabbat izanHhl 
fed fecundum Dominkam vivcntcs, in qua & vita nostra orlii 
eff:) Net atiy longer obferving the jewfh Sabbath, bat the Lor#i 
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ay on which Chrift our Life rofe again. It is manifeft therefore, 
at witiiin 8 or 10 years after Zi.Jobn s writing,/^* Lords day did 
ot fignify the Jewifh Sabbath, hutxhtfirft day oftheweeJ^, on 
-hich our Saviour Rofe again; and that it was then obferved in 
ontradiftin&ion to the Jewifli Sabbath. I forbear to mention his 
tpiftle ad Trallianos (where again we have applied to 

he firftday of the week on which Chrift rofe again) becaufe ic 
in that Edition which is fufpe&ed to be interpolated. 
I might to this add the Teftimony of Tolycarp, who was alfo 
Difciple ot St. John, and collefted and publifhed thefe Epiftles 
f Ignatius; and may be prefumed to underftand what St. John 
""ant by the Lords day. 
But I (hall add in the next place that of JuJIm Martyr ; whom 
ough I cannot call a Difciple of St. John, ( becaufe he was not 
inverted to the Chriftian Religion till about the Year of our 
lord 119, about Thirty years after St. John's Death,) yet he 
' ed fo foon after, that he could not be ignorant of the Chriflians 
ra£iife T and what they underftood St. John to mean by the Lords 
ay. And how that dav was obferved in Juftiris time, he tells 
s in (what is called) nis Second Apology, T* ri fat* Xi^ftlri SfJfA 

rivuMT* *V 9 ATnd\ei9 y n jn nyy^lufiAra *V 4^$htof intyiittSiwi and 
little after ? & iklu >V*^ y > viAu % fiutfMt/pir infipldft'tfffJ^ 
an ivfy ifni &io; ii ffw&7& ty $ vkLu 7f i-Jot<, Kotruov imhn' ^ Uc*i 
jsif o ifjii7iec< ^lit, r * ifxipA U*%tf»9 fiWfH. Q*lffhat day com* 
nfy caUed Sunday y there is held a Congregation or a general Meet- 
together, of all Inhabitants whether of City or Country, and 
There are publickly read the t3fepwials.or ^Monuments of the Apo- 
les } or the Writings of the Prophet \r, &c. And again, The day 
aSed Sunday we do all in common make # <rw\h%v<nf the Meeting-day; 
- that the Frrft-day is it on which God from "Darhjtefs and<3iattn 
%de the World, and our Saviour Chrift did on the fame day 
)jfe from the dead. In which places though it be not called do- 
ntca, but dies folis, (becaufe nere fpeaking to a Heathen Em- 
ror,) yet how it was then folemnly obferved, in memory of our 
rd Chrifts Jlcfurrcfiion, is evident. 
'Tis manifeft therefore that the Lords day (£*"#* wv**& , *Do- 
itica, or Dies 'Dominic us, ,)wus the known name of a day fo called 
ten St John wrote hisXevelation / That it was a day of Religious 
orfhip contradiftinguifhed to that of the Jewifh Sabbath, \o ob- 
rved and focaff/dby (St. John's Difciple) Ignatius within 8 or 
^ years at mofl after St. John's writing that Book ; ^Which he 

G would 
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vould not have done if he had not thought it to be fo meant by 
his Matter St. Jotm.) And in what manner it was obferved (in 
their folemn religious affemblies) Jufiin Martyr tells us within 
%o years after that ; and that it was otherwife called ( A hit 
wit* ) Sunday. And that Dominica or jDies Z)cminicus 7 hath been 
fo ufed not onely by the Ancient Chnftian Writers, Ignatius^ 
Clemens 7 Iren*us, Origen, Tertullian^ &c but by the Councils and 
Church Htftmy all along ; hath been fo often fee wed by divers, 
and is to be feen by any who pleafe to confult them, as is not to 
be doubted by any ; imlefs we would (under the notion of Tra* 
ditkn) deny all Hiftory ; which in a plain matter of Fad were 
very unreafonable. Nor can he (hew that the name of the Lords { 
day ever was (however it might have been as he thinks) attri- 
buted to xhtjewifb Sabbath. And therefore to tell us that this 
name is jioUen from the Jewifh Sabbath to be applied to ours, is 
fuch a Fanfy as may be laughed at, but doth not defer ve a ferious 
Anfwer. Sure we are that the ChriHian Sabbath hath been long 
in pofleffion of that name ; but ? that ever the Jewijh Sabbath was 
fo,there is no evidence : Therefore the Theft muft be on his Gdc, 
who Heals it from us to give it to the Je wife Sabbath. 

But he tells us, that our Saviour himfelf obferved the Jewifli 
Sabbath* (And I fuppofc he did fo. And. that he was Circum- 
cifed nlfo 7 and did obferve the Ceremonial Law.- But it was be- 
fore his Death and Refurreflion, I do not find that he obferved 
it afterward. 

But he fays, after Ch rifts Death when he had faid It is jwi/bed, 
he kept the Sabbath in the Grave. Be it fo (if that were keeping 
a SaUath,) And the good Women refted on that day according to 
the Commandment. And why not ? Since Chrift was not yet 
rj fen ; nor was the day yet changed, or pretended fo to be. This 
therefore is but Whimfey and nothing to the purpofe. We all 
agree; that, till the Refurre&ion of Chrift, the Jews obferved 
the jewilh Sabbath, on what they called the Seventh-day of their 
Week, But whether or no it were a Seventh from the Creation, 
we cannoc tell. 

*Tis more to the purpofe what he tells us, that TWand other 
Chriftians did after Chrifts Refurreflion feem .to obferve the 
fewife Sabbath ; Going to the TmPle and to the Synagogues on 
the Sabbath day; meaning thereby the Jewi/h Sabbath. And it is 
true ; They did fo go. But I anfwer ; 

i. So they did on other days as well as on the Sabbath, and in 
other places, as well as in the Synagogue and the Temple, jiff, s 

4* 
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j\ » the Temple, and in every houfe, or from houfe to houfe 
r^^r <ui & f * *" rqlUw*i&T ) they ceafed not to preach 
Jejus Chrift, And Ail. 1. 46. they continued doyly ^ >>t^, mitf 
me accord in the Temple ^ *kMU r 0 U» ^ p y and breaking bread 
it home, ox from houfe to houfe. As to fuch duties of Worftip as 
were common to them with the Jews, they took the opportunity 
of joining therein with them ; whether on their Sabbath, or on 
any other day ; but as to what was peculiarly Chnftian, this they 
performed in leparate meetings from them; breaking Bread 
*t home, y 3 V ,Txoi, or from houfe to houfe; The Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper (being peculiarly a Chriftian fervice) they did cele- 
brate m their houfes, or feparate places of meeting. And fo we 
bnd it a t Troas ; and, on the firft day of the vo&kj Aft. 20. 7. on 
tbefirftday of the week, when the Difcipks were met to break 

Wfcrvice. And/Wat AAwr. A&. 

lirlr m« V ? 7 v ' e,; ») He took thc opportunity of nub 

n tne Sabbath or any other day, to preach Chrift to them whe- 
Jerjews or Greeks. Which doth not prove that thevS ISS 
Je Seventh day to be the d^S«SS£j ? *R*L £S 

1^,1 i'^ching on Mars-kU, or in the Marht-place wou | d 
Tove hat he took thefe places to be the Temple oSaZae 

' ?oo W k the t0 * Tl ft 0f *^fei SSS 

• took th e opportunity of Preaching Then and There > and 

dd fo have done at any other time and place as there was oc 

»n In feaf m or wt offeajon^ he ad vifeth Timothy, Tim ™ 

He doth not <teny,p. ,„. but that ?W did keep til FeTftToi 

r *S I a V- He blds 'W<"W(at Epkfus) fayinc. 

ZthJ U 7 £"2 ?"J»*> Which kft he tl mks 

t«that ofthc^ werj though it be not named. But whether 

els How great a proof would this have been for the Seventh - 

T s &d indeed, he did onthe sjhth <ty gQ inn uhe Syna- 
( but lo he did on other days,) but not that he kept the Sab- 
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bath day; much lefs that he mufi by all means Keep it. Or that 
he mult by all means take a journey pom Ephefus tojcrufaltm 
rather than not keep it, though he were to return thither again. 
Yet this Author doth not, for all this think, the Law for the 
Jewifi <?afs-over to be then in force. But only that Taul too{,oc- 
ca/ion to be there at that pubhek great wneourfe of People, to preach 
Chrijt to the multitude. For that the Jpoftleswerc under no ok 
gattonto keep that feafi of the Tajs-over, after the death ofChrifi^ 
is to him ( he fay s ) paji doubt. And why may not we lay the fame 
of his going into toe Synagogue on the Sabbath day (rather than mifs 
fuch an opportunity of a publick concourfe)wtiic\i was a lefs journey 
than from Ephefus to Jtt ufalem ? though under no obligation to keef 
the jewijh Sabbath, more than to keep the Jews Tafswer. 

i. But I anfwer further. The Jews who were not Chnllians, 
did vet continue to obferve the Tc with Sabbath as a matter of duty. 
Ana iticre was no ic**^ 1U ^ UAW "" V ^ 1 VM " T Afl 

Z noSowled ge our ak to be the M V^g* 
Catch T aw to be at an-end, butCircutncifion and the Jexuln uec 
mm y«in foJce, there was no reafon why thev &o«ld n 
TV IVrXlL oblieed to the lewilh Sabbath. And many 

the MoSk Law did comply withtbepi therein For know i 

it was expired, they were content ftill to obferve it. I An, 
"uTGenSman'be of that nund, I would not hinder hnu |f aje 
from fo doin S : but neither would I incourage him. } And I h 
[rApoiUes willing to connive at it and even to countenance 
Not as a thine nec ejfary, but at leaft aUowable. 

And though thfydidnot think fit to bring a new Take* 
^ Gentiles who had not before been obliged to the Jewilh La 
wiunotdlw the GentiUs ^ircumcif 

And he did himfelf comply with the ceremonies, 
J ti l*. HmngPm hisheadinCenckea; Jorjehada 
A^d thofe of Puri&m Aft- ^«. Kot that be thought A 
Law now obliging but, becaufc many of the M'™»iJ™ s . 
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would not give offenfe to them. For he was fatisfied as to himfelf, 
that Circumcifion avaxleth nothings Uncircumcifion, i. Cor. 7. 19. 
Gal. 6. 15-. But was content { ull by time and further lnltrudtion 
they fliould be better fatisfied ) that each one mould be gratified, 
as to their own pra&fe, according to their own fentiments, as 
to things yet difpu table. , 

And accordingly, as to eating or not eating things lorbidden by 
tWf/s Law, his advice was, to the Romans, ( many ot whom 
were fews ) Rom. 14. 17. Let not him that eateth not, judge him 
that eateth, ( as breaking a Law which he thinks to be yet in 
force,) nor let him that eateth, defpife him that eateth not, Us a 
fool that doth not underfland his own liberty )Jor the kingdom of 
God is not meat and 'drin^&c. " 
. And in UtaHfiga hew Tote of tWr^* upon the Gentiles 
(to whom before it had not been a Law ) yet do 1 advife them to 
Shear things jangled and hkud, becaufe this had once been a 
Law to all the Sons ot Noah, Gen. 5?. 4. , w>'.i .vnirf 

Not but that even this was now antiquated, but ( to avoid 
offenfe) becaufe it had once been a Law For I «Je ™ Aofe 
thingsio fall under thefe Generals, ^ /rw/S 

and link,hut nghteoufnefs and peace and joy in he Wff£°"j 

I+ . , 7 . and every creature of God ts good, 1. T^^JiJ 

at/f^dthat^ 

indeed are pure, Rom. 14 14, io. lit. 1 . 1 j. £i« 

us not to God; for neither if we eat, are we the better [as making 

ift of our lawful liberty) 'neither ifw eat not (in compliance with 

'thofe whobe unfatisfied) are we thewotfe, 2 . Cot. 8. is. 

So that the Praflrce of the Apoftles or, *c Ourch at ha 
time, incompliancewiththejews, ^ to what had before been a 
Law but no P w was not ; is no argument that the : thing was hen 
oblieatorv as before it had been, but only an argument ot tnur 
oEenVn in things of a middle nature rather ^ than to give 

0Mi£ or » the Church of God ver. Jl? i^rJ^Jtlx 
came a a lew; To the weak I became as weak, I am 

torlifiandeth, left I make my Brother to offmd *** 
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And the like I ftippofe as to the yew/(b Sabbath; He that re- 
gard th a day regarded it to the Lord; and he that tegardeth not the 
day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth y eateth to the 
Lord , for he giveth God thanks ; and he that eateth not , to the 
Lord he eateth not, andgiveth God thanks, Rom. 14, 6. Where 'tis 
manifeft that he doth parallel the obferving or not obferving a 
day then queftionable ; with the abftaining from meats difpu- 
table ; that is, from fuch as before were unlawful, but now ceafed 
fo to be, though all were iiot yet therein fatisfied. 

And though it be not exprefly faid, what was the 'Day thus 
m queftion ; yet it is moft likely to be that of tixt jewijh Sabbath ■ 
For, that the firft day of the Week or Chriflian Sabbath was now 
nfeftrcrt)* oftervecnmv Vmn^flhotfc^jhe Jewifb Sabbath 

? r f ? l » n ? in t°^^ "d the Mofaick Ceremonies, wefe 
doubtlefs for that alfo And the ApofHes Rule was for a mumal 
condefcenfion (as to the Jews) for each to follow their own fen. 
timents therein, without cenf bring one another. 

But as to the Gentiles, he feems to be of another mind ; And 
therefore to the Gafafians, who were moft of them GenttfcChri- 
JUans he would not fo much as allow thepraflife of Circumafton 
( which to the Jews he did; j and tells them that if they be Ciratm- 
Cjfed Chrtft pofiteth them nothing f and he that is Circumafed is 

ct%**l^ 1 A™*! H * " ** a renouncing 

.Chnft who had made them Free; putting themfelvts under the 
Jewilh Yoke, to which (even before ) they were not fubjeft 

And therefore to thefe he fptaks more warmly, Gal II 6 7 
I marvel that you arefofoon removed from him that called you mio 
the grace ofCkrift unto Mother Go/pel: Which is not another, ( or 
there being no other Gofpel t ■„ i w whcre as there h m \\> 
other Gofpel ; ) onk there bt -fome that trouble you, and would pel 
vert the Go/pel of Chrift. And fuch are thofe who would brinfon 
them a wjfe (by making that a Duty which God had not 

m ?nJ°l) t he P rcirah them t0 kee P clofc'to the Gofpel 
ot Cfmtt, as by him delivered (without any connexion of Mofes'% 
Law,) there being indeed m other Gofpel but that ; and they who 
teach them otherwife, do pervert the Gofpel; the true Gofpel of 
Clmit, including no obligation to the Jewilh Law ; either as to 
Cmumafton or the difference of meats, or other particulars of 
that Law; as he argues, m the fecond, third and fourth Chap- 
ters ; fhewing that even thofe who were before under it, are now 
treed troai it ; and they much more who were never under it. And 

there- 
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thereupon . Chap. 4. 0, J0 , 11, he rebukes them feverely, that after 
they had fyown God (or rather were known of God) they Jhould 
yrn again to the wea{ and beggarly rudiments or elements. Te ob- 
erve [ faith he J days and months and times andyears, lam afraid 
tfyw left /have bejlowed upon you labour in vain. 

Tis not indeed here faid in particular, what thofe days were, 
that are here meant; yet it is moft likely (and fcarce to be doubted) 
to be meant of the Jew/Jh Sabbath. For though other Obfervation 
of Times be here reckoned up (there being the fame reafon of all) 
yet there was no occafion for the others, in Galaiia. For the Jews 
ihemfelves did not think themfelves obliged ( nor do the Jews 
t this day ) to the obfervation of their other Feafls or Fafts out 
f their own land But to that of Circumcifton, and of the 
ewijb iSW^andthediftinaionof tffeats they thought them- 
Ives obliged even out of their own land. And of fuch we 
uft underftand this to the Galatians. Thefe being the things 
there in queftion ; not thofe other, which were confined to the 
land of fotftfrfwr 

< But he objects here,^ that though 2>ays be mentioned, yet not 
Sabbath-days ; and fanfies it might be meant of fome ether days ; 
not of Sabbaths. To gratify him therefore in this alio, I will 
•proceed to that of Co/of. 1. 1 6. Where Sabbaths are txprejly named. 
I To the Cohffkns } who were alfb Chriflian Gentiles, he pur- 
; fues the fa me notions; Leafi any one fbould beguile them with in t ice* 
ing words, Col. 2, 4, f thereby to bring them under the Mofmck^ 
Law:) He bids them Beware left any fpoil them through Thilofophy 
I and vain deceit. Whereby, I fuppofe, he means the Mofaick 
f doftrines or Philofophy of the Jews, (which Clemens Alexan- 
drinus doth all along call %ikw*w Hfiiw in contradiftinflton 
I to that of the Greeks,) after the traditions of mm, after the 
rudiments ( or elements ) of the world r , and not after Chnft , 
ver. 8* and that particularly of Circumcifion ver. xi. (in the 
room of which, Baptijm is come-, ver. 12. ) Chrift, by his 
Death having blotted cut the hand-wrtting of ordinances ( meaning 
itjie Jewifh Law ) and took it out of the way, nailing it to bisCrofs, 
^er^ 14. and ( amongfl other things ) Let no man therefore judge 
you in meat or in drmhS as if fome were now clean others mclean y 
as under the Mofaick Law, ) or in refpeff of an holy day y \i^iii a 
Fejiival ) or of the new Moon , or of the Sabba'h days 7 >i m#w«f '«* t 
<t*CU<ru^ ver. 16. Where by Szbbatbmjll needs be meant the 
Jewtfh Sabbath ; the day which in common fpeech was under- 
flood by the word Sabbath, 
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For this, he hath two or three evafions. He doth commonly 
prefs hard in other places , that by Sabbath is to he underfbod 
the Tews Seventh-day-Sabbath , and no other. {The holy Spirit 
doth call the Seventh-day , the Sabbath , and no other day of the 
week both in the Old and m the New Tefiament throughout,?.^. ) 
And, I think, he is not much out therein ; that it doth, ufually, 
fo fignify where it doth not come with fome intimation todnedt 
us to fome other fcnfe. And why it mould not be thought fo to 
fignify here, I fee no reafon. For though I take our Chrifttan 
Sabbath to fall as properly under the wordS^aM in the Fourth 
Commandment, as that of the Jews; yet the word, in common 
ufe , having by this time become the piper name of that Day 
which the jews fo calkd, it was neceflary ( to avoid confufion ) 
to give the Chriftian Sabbath another name; as that of the Lords 
2)ay, or the pfi day of the week And confidently that the 
Sabbaths here mentioned, are to be underflood (according to the 
then ufe of the word ) of thoje Sabbaths. Not as if all days of 
Holy UeB were hereby forbidden; but onely the nicety of con- 
fining it particularly to that day which was then ( in common 
fpeech ) fo called. 

But he would not have it here underftood of the Seventh-day 
Sabbath (as every where elfe ) but fome other Ceremonial Sab- ' 
baths; but what thofe are, he doth not tell 

That there were fomeotherFw/rr obferved by the Jews,which, 
in the Old Teftament, are fometimes called Sabbaths { but very 
feldome, ) I do not deny : nor that thofe come under the ge- 
neral Words in this place. But thofe do not feem to be here 
principally intended , becaufe it is manifeft to be underflood of 
the Sabbath there in difpute. Now there was no occafion of 
a difpute concerning the obfervance of thofe other Sabbaths, a- 
mongfl the Gentiles, out of the Holy-land. Thefe obfervations 
being not thought obligatory, even to the Jews, but in their own 
Land onely. And it is exprefiy provided, Z>eut. 16. that thefe 
were not to be kept in any place promifcuoufly ; not withm any 
of the Gates which the Lord thy Godgiveth thee ; But m the place 
which the Lord thy God fhall chttfe to place his name there. So ot 
the Tafiwer, ver. f, 6. So of the Feall of Tentecoli^ ver. it. So 
of the Feart of Tabernacles, ver. i y . And of altogether, ver. 1 6. And 
the refore, not out of their own Land. I do not deny but that 
they might, in private houfes, eat the Tafchal Lamb, (as Chnft 
did, with his Difciples, ) but not Sacrifice the Pafs-over. For it 
was to be Jacrificed in the Temple onely ; and the Feajl of the 
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Tafi-over xohtthere folemnly kept. Not i, private houfes- and' 
much lefs out of their own Land. * 
Nor do I remember, that any where in all the NewTefk- 
. merit, the word Sabbath is ufed for any./k* Sabbaths : Nor can 
reaionably be fuppofed to be here meant of thole Feoffs becaufe 
uisputm contradiffinaiontothem. Let no man judre you in 
kfpf ofaFeaf, of the New-Moon, or of the Sabbaths* Which 
T " 0 L t 1 underfi:ind i « Sabbath might now be kept, but 
, - that the Obligation to that Sabbath was now at an end 

Another evafion is this He would have ««rf T „ (Sabbata) in 
he plural number, to fignify Weeks, not Sabbath-days. The Sab. 
Mth-day being called, in the lingular number, ( Sahbatum.) 

For he will rather play at fma|| game than/land out. If we fhoujd 
allow him this, it would not advance his purpofe at ali For if 
• the biifinefs. of Weeks be at an end, ( that we arc no longer to 
diftnbute our time mo Weeks,) than that of tile Sabbath much 
more, winch he would have to be thefeventh day of the Week 
l Butfuppofewe. do allow that one Sabbath is to be called Sab- 
■batum ! what are we to call two or more Sabbaths ? Muff: not they 
be Sabbata* And if this behis meaning, then are we not to ob- 
lerveluchStfW^j any longer. 

■ But what draft we then fay to -JMat. 28.1 . ?4* nCSdr*,, which 
wc render In the end of the Sabbath, meaning thereby the5*w«^ 
day Sabbath then part, 7 J infm'm th w*> mCUimt as it be- 
ganto draw towards the firji 1 day of the Week: mult we read it, 
*t the end of the Sabbaths (becaufe etCUim is in the plural num- 
ber,) when the Sabbaths (meaning the feventh-day Sabbaths) were 
Vow at an end, and the Firji -day Sabbath coming on in their place? 
-If that reading pleafe him ; it will ferve us as well. 
\ But he is miftaken in his Criticifm. 'Tis true that ^Kirmr 
pit the plural number feems to be fomedine.put for a Wee\ (but 
tear. Weeks, that I know of, as he would have it.) And foit is 
-commonly taken to be where we find (d* <nCC*r*r 7 for the firji 
<Jay of the Week ( but may as well be render 'd, the firji day after 
the Sabbath.) And fo is in the lingular, as Luk. 18, n. 

?W« St n nCC «7k, Ifajl twice in the week, I fuppofe he would 
not have us render ixlfaft twice on the Sabbath-day (though it be 
3n the Angular number,) as if. he did fa/l twice upon one day. But 
/thus rather, I keep, two Fafls to one Sabbath, which is the fame 
*n lenfe with, Ifajl twice in the Week- In like manner as the 
Olympiad, may be taken fometime for that particular year os 
Which were the Olympic k Games (which were wone to return 

H every 
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every inclufivelv, that is, as weufe to fpeakthe>r/W 
after tit laft O/^rr*,) fometime for the interval o f four y ears From 
the end of one Olympick to the end ot the next foil owing/ So here 
Sabbatum may be fometime taken ftriaiy for the Sabbat bJay , and 
iometime for the whole feptiduum or we tfrom Sabbath to Sabbatn . 

And lo is (in the plural number) taken alio for a Sab- 

bath Jay ; Thus I take it to be here, (Mat. 4? 
when the Sabbath-day was ended ; in the fame fenfe with that ot 
tMark J>«*.«i« ? (facing of the ver L ,Ta 

time) ttiff/^ AMiirf waspaft. And in like manner, ^Uttb. 
ix. i. ^ M4///«f tfrJfcrwMtf •» the Sabbath day through the Corn 
nh [Sabbath) in the plural number And fo it is in MarK 

1. 1?, it wfc oxu*. Yet it is meant but of one day, as appears by 
the parallel place (where the fame is again related) Lufu 6. i. 4' 
nj Andfo jM* n. J, io,ix. tiW»r. 3-4- £«■ 4- JJ- 

Luk. 6. x ,9. And in the Septuagint is commonly put tor the 
Sabbath-day. I will not fay always (becaufe I have not examined 
it) but inall the places which I confulted. And even in the : body 
of the Ten Commandments F.xod.io.%. pt&n * * 
(iru-y. {Remember tbeday of the Sabbaths; in the plural number. 
And again ver.to. ™ $ »# * e =M ^/ us > W** ** r ul 

the feventh day Sabbaths to the Lord thy God;) So Ex. i6- xy 
*U*,S. t 4jfe#***fe* [the Sabbaths a holy Reft unto the 
Lordto morrow.) And in»V. ij. j. days JhaH work be done but 
the feventh is the Sabbaths of Reft ;yeJhaU dono work there- 

i*faiCCx+* ti mi* it is the Sabbaths of the lord Which arc 
the lignal places wherein the Sabbath is commanded. And the 
like very often (if not always) in the Septuagint whofe lan- 
guage the New Teftamentdoth ufually follow. So that his Cnti- 
cifm comes to nothing, but only to fhew how carelefi he is ot 
he fays if at leal! he may feem to fay Jomewhat. (Such is that 
•when he tells us p. 136. that GodwbohatbrefervedaTenthofour 
Subftance, hath referved But a Seventh of rime. As though he 
thought a tenth part to be more than a feventh part. And many 
iiich negligences, which I fpare to mention.) , ' , , , 
B it whether we render it Jabbath-day or jabbath-day s the lenie 
is (till the fame. And the Apoftles defign m all thefe places feems 
to be this, that though to the7«w, to whom it had once been a 
Law,hedoth allowaliberty (till they (hould be better fatisfied) tof 
each to follow his own judgment (without cenfuring others) as 
well in this of the Jewijb Sabbath, as in the bufinefs ot Circum- 
afion, and the abftinence from &!e*ts, and their other Rttes> 
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'■ yet he would by no means fuffer thefe to be brought upon the 
Gentiles as a new Toke to which before they had not been fub jeci. 

I fay as a new Toke to which they had not been fubjeft. For 
though I do admit that by natural light, or the Law of Nature, 
I man ought to allow a competent time for the fblemn fervice of 
■ God ; and, by a pofitive Law , that it fliould be at leaft one day in 
\fevett, that is, after fix days of Labour, the f event b to be a day of 
Reft; and fo much to be intended in the Fourth Commandment : 
[ Yet, I do not think it to be fo determined to this day in order, 
as to be unchangable to after Ages. 

We can be no ways fure, that the feventh day in otder from 
the firft raining of iStfanna, Ex. 1 6". was the feventh in order 
f r... .v» ie thev did obferve it then in ordf r from 

, thence; io when Chrtft, or his Apoltles by direction from him, 
did put it into a new order , this new orcler doth as well fine the 
I words of the Fourth Commandment as that former. 

I do the rather fay that this to the Gentiles is a new Toke, be- 
caufe I find this to be given as a fign, a covenant. Or diftin&ive 
: mark given to the Jews, as Gods peculiar 'People, in contradiftin- 
dtion to other Nations; juft iiC'trcumcifion was. So Exod.\\. 13. My 
Sabbaths ye jhaU keep, for it is a Sign between me and you throughout 
Wyour generations , and ver. 16. The Children of ffrael Jhattkeep the 
t Sabbath , to obferve the Sabbath throughout their generations for a 
perpetual Covenant, and ver. 17J It is a Sign between me and the 
Children of Ifrael for ever. SoEzek. io. it. I gave them my Sab. 
bat hstobea Sign between mt and them ; an3 ver. t 0. They (hull be 
4 Sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
I f ottr God. juft as it is faid of Circumci/ion, Gen. 17. 7. Iwi& 
1 • eftablijh my Covenant between me and thee ( faith God to Abraham ) 
and thy feed after thee, for an Everlafting Covenant, to be aGodunta 
thee and thy feed after thee: and ver. 10, rx. This is my Covenant 
I whichye ftiallk^ep between me and you, and thy feed after thee, every 
k male-child among you fhaSbc Circumcifed , and it /hall be a Token of 
the Covenant between me and you: andw. 13. -fffly Covenant fhall 
M^be inyourpfh an everlaftmg Covenant, ( not as it Circumcijion were 
to be for ever obligatory ; but rebus fie Jlantibus, fo long as 
things continued in that eilate.) And fo it is called Rom. 4. 1 1. 
• He received the Sign of Circumcijion, a Seal of the Righteoufnefs o f 
Faith. And fuch was the B loud of the 'Pafchal Lamb on the Door. 
^ posls of the /ic«/f, Ex. 12.7 to be a diftinfffoe mark between Ihe 
Israelites and the Egyptians; niver. 13. Tbebkud Jball be to you 
for a Token upon the heufes wbereyou are , and -when f fee the bioud 
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Twill pafs over you. And fo Ex. 1 1 . 5^6,7. That ye may kpow how that 

the Lord doth put a 'Difiinffion between the Egyptians and Ifrael. 

And our Author himfelf,/><i£. 16. doth prcls the fame, and puts 
great weight upon it, that this Seventh Jay 'fabbath is often called 
a Sign forever between him and them, and a perpetual Covenant, to 
Dijiinguifo his People from others; that is, the people of the jews 
from other Nations. And fo to be a Sign for Ever, as Circumcifion 
is an EverlaJIing Covenant. 

Now whatfoever was a jDifiinffive Mar^of the People of Ifrael, 

from other Nations, as was that of Circumcifion, the Tafs-over, 

and die Seventh -day fabbath, was at an end and toceafe when the 

Tartitionwall was broken down between Jew and Gentile, when 

Chrift bad made bo/h one, and aboiiflxd in his * L * RnmityAeven 
thelawofCommandihcm* comatnea tn K)rdtnances,\to mm of iwatn 

One new man ; to reconcile both in One body by the Crofs, having flaiu 
the Enmity thereby, Eph. i. 14, ij, 16. Or as it is Col. a. 1 4. Ha- 
ving blotted out the band-writing of Ordinances which was againfi 
us, and was con trary to us, (as feparating us Gentiles from the 
]ews, and fo excluding us out of Gods Viable Church,) and nail- 
ing it. to his Crofs. From whence he the re infers, 16. Let no 
man Therefore judge you in meat or drink, or inrejpeff of a holy-day 
( aFeftival) or of Sabbaths, (the proper name, at that time, of 
the J eveni 'b* day Sabbath : ) which things are a Jbadow of things to 
come, but the body is of Chrift ; the(e being but fiadows. or empty 
things, whereas it is the body, (the Subflance) that Chrift regards 
« & cx/V nK fxt^rr^, ii '6 °*u* v*.x*rf, thofe are bm Jbadow,but 
'tis the Body that Chrift looks at. That is, ( in our language ) 
thofe are only Circumftantials, but 'tis fubftance orzhtSubftantials 
of Religion that Chrift and Cbnftianity refpe&s. And, as it is 
meerly Circumftantial ( and doth, not at all influence Religion) 
whether in the Tmpleoi Qther platcGod be\vorfhiped [Joh^xi.) 
So, whether on this or another day, a Sabbath be kep^ J \ ^ \ 

If therefore thofe Sabbaths ( as is {]>ewcd) were diftinftive 
c?Iarks ov Signs of Gods peculiar Covenant or Contract with the 
Church of Ifrael as their peculiar God, in contradiflin&ion to 
other Nations \ then 'tis manifeft tha^ thofe other Nations did 
not at all keep a fabbath, or not on thai Day ; (elfe how could 
this be a diftinftive Mark?) andtherefofe to bring this now upon 
the Gentile, was to bring upon them a Hew Tote. 

I add furtl\pr, that this Jewifb Sabbath (as is (hewed before) 
feems to be, not a Continuation of a fanner Sabbath from the 
Creation, (which I'dovbtwas either not obferved at all, pjr had 
M^':^ V % \ t long 
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g before this time been forgot,) but rather a New Inftitution 
jcltitution after their coming out of Egypt (from a new Epocha] 

v ' a G ° d is faid 10 haVe ma *' a Statnte and an °rdi- 
™Uki V' 10 Commandment and Statute if they 

i% rr n ™h cntl y and &h *m f he would not bring upon them 
f Dtjeajes which he had brought upon £gypr, For ( faith he ) lam 
c Lord that healeth *bee> ver. 26. Whereupon follows (in the 
ptCr ^ *J abbath t0 be obferved on the feventb-day i\om 
.ftrft raining of Manna, (not from the firft Creation.") And 
th reference to their ^or tf/^ 

^^^^^^iiiKritbornof the Egyptians were flainJVor 
.frith, Exod. 3 1. 1 3. My Sabbath JbaUye keep, for it is a Sign 
fyveume and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth 
ifyyou (or leparate you to my felf as a peculiar people, a 
y people;) and ver. 16,1-7. The Children of Ifrael fall keep 
Sabbath (aiCUvt) for a Perpetual Covenant; ft is a Sign be- 
ep Ale and the Children of Ifrael for ever ; for infix days the 
d made Heaven and Earth, and on the Seventh Day he Refted 
\ipas Refrefbed. Not that God was Wearied with his Work* 
and needed Refreflimcnt ; but he doth parallel his Reft after his 
m&k of Creation, with their Refiefhment after their Labour 
to 

1 And that God had a particular refpeft to their Reft and Rcfrefh- 
merit from their Labour and Bondage in Egypt; is farther evident, 
*ot onely from the General 'Preface to all the Commandments, (/ 
WW the Lord thy God which brought thee out of the Land of Egypt; 
Mt of the houfe of Bondage;) but from the Clofe of this Fourth 
■pmandment, as it is repeated in 2)cut, y. 12, 13, 14, 15. (forae- 
Miat different from what is in Exod. 20. ) where, ( inllead of For, 
t*fix days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, &c. Exod. 20. 11. ) 
1 We have ( ( Dtut. 5*. 1 And remember that thou wafl a fervant iti 
iwe land of Egypt \ and thai the Lord thy God brought thee out thence, 
Wrough a mighty hand, and ftr etched out atm ; therefore the Lord 
Vhy God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath-day. Which (hews. 
Mat this Sabbath, h id a particular refpeft to that deliverance. 
Efr'Now as God by Mofes dj*!, upon a New occafion ( ot their Re/t 
Krom their Labour in Egypf\) give a New Epochaor Beginning to a 
[Circulation 6f Sabbaths, to be reckoned from thence, in imitation 
W his own Reftjng from the Work of Creation; Not by the Fourth 
Boramandment (tor 4hat fpeaks indifferently as to any Circula- 
ton,) but by this Ordinan:e. at Mar ah, or at Elim (for 'tis this, 
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determines the Circulation to the feventh day after the raining 
of Manna;) So might Chrift as well (by himfelfor his Apoftles) 
fix another Epoch* f rom his RefurreSion ; (as we have reafon to 
think he did ; ) and this Equally within the profpeft of the Fourth 
Commandment. This Rejt from the Egyptian Bondage being as 
much a fbadow, of what Chrift regards as the fubftanee; as was 
the efcaping of the Egyptian 2)eftru&ion, ot which the Pafs-mer 
was the Memorial, And accordingly this Circulation equally to 
ceafc with that of the Pafs-over, at the coming of Chnft; not- 
A^^Circura^dh^ffeffl^aRGtirf %ISB tb Commandment, in a 
prejlyfaid that Chnft Bid his Jptflks fo-to do V 88t W^JA: 
prciumed to do what he did by Gods dire&ion ; fo the sfpoftles by 
Chrtfts dire&ion ; to whom he gave Commandments for that pur- 
pofe, AS. i. 2, 3. 

As to what he lays fo often ; that not one JottotTittle of the Law 
(meaning that of the Decalogue ) is dejiroyed, but doth ftill con- 
tinue in force : This, as to the fttbftance of the Duty } I -grant 
But if his meaning be, that there is not a Word or Letter there* 
in which doth not as literally belong to Us Now, as it did Then 
to Jfrael: I cannot aflent to it. For it cannot be faid of all Us 
who are under that Law, that God hath Brought us cut of the land 
of Egypt, out of thehoufe of Bondage; or that We are to expc# 
long ltfe > m the land (of Canaan ) which he Gave Them* 

If he fav that our deliverance from jpiritual bondage is equiva- 
lent to theirs from Egypt, and our land the fame to us as Canaan 
was to them : I grant it. But fo is our Lords Day equivalent to 
their Seventh-day fabbath, and Chrift the true Mama (more than) 
equivalent to that of theirs , from the raining of which they 
reckoned their Jewijh Sabbaths. 

As to what he fays of dMat.%^. io. Pray that jour flight be not 
in the Winter 7 nor on the Sabbath-day ; which he thinks to be un« 
derftood of the^«jt>//&Sabbath,38 years after Ch rifts Refurre&ion. 
Perhaps it may. For the obftinate Jews, ( who would not in their 
day underfiand the things thai belonged to their peace^ but reje&ed 
Chrift,) did no doubt continue to oblerve their Jewilh Sabbath, 
and thought themfelves obliged fo to do : And it would then be 
as great an Affii&kn to them, as if their Sabbath were yet in 
force : But - no more a Jin to fly on that day, than to fly in the 
Winter. It would be fo to the Chrtftims, if put to Hight on th3 
Chripan Sabbath (for the cafe would be the like of both) ami 
they might as well Tray agatnjl it : That is, Againft their Flight 

on 
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on the Chilian Sabbath ; as the Jews on the Jewifh Sabbath* 
This therefore makes nothing at all to his purpole. He might as 
well argue from hence, that it were a Jin to labour in Winter; as, 
m the Jewijh Sabbath. 

He hath many other little excurfions, as little to thepurpo^ 
with which I {hall not trouble my felf or you ; having fully an- 
Iwered what feems to me to have any appearance of Argument. 
But he takes great pleafure to expofe the Name of Sunday. Yet 
do not find any more fond of ufingit, than he. Not, that he 
ould be thought to like the Word, but becaufe he thinks it a 
Reproach. If he do not like that name, he may call it as we do. 
the Lords "Day, the Chriftian Sabbath^ or (if he thftnk thefe too good 
names for it ) he may call it the Fnft day of the Week. 

But why not as angry with the ^Monday i or other of the Week 
days? If on ^Monday the Heathens (as he would have us think) 
did worfinp iherJMoon, as the Sun on Sundays-why is he not a* 
angry with that? It is as much Idolatry to worfhip the Moon on 
Monday, as the Sun on Sunday, True, But that doth not con- 
cern the Chrijlians Sabbath ( which is what he hath I mind to rc~ 

5 fc aroach) and therefore he fpeaks Httle.of the other, and but fei- 
ome : But Sunday is to be lnitbbed upon every occafion. 
V He would not have a Sabbath upon Sunday, becaufe he fays, on 
£hat day they worfhiped the Sun. But why upon Saturday if on 
vthat day ( as he would have us think ) they worfhiped Saturn? 
^ Now 'tis true that fomeof the Heathen did worfhip the Swt 7 
•and the Moon, said the Hoftof Heaven. But? that they did wor- 
ship the Sun more upon Sunday, than they did upon ^Monday or 
&uefday, is more than I know, or he can prove. He tells us, V sr- 
Hegan fays, that the Heathen Saxons did fo. But Ferliegm is too 
joungan Author to fettle this upon his own Authority ; unlefs he 
can bring Vouchers for it more ancient thanhirofelt. It was, I 
fuppofe, a Fanfy of Verftegan Then (as it is of our Author Now }) 
Sut I do not remember that he cites any Author ancienter than 
himfelf And though fome others may fay the like ; Yet I look 
upon it but as a plaufible conjefture,w'itho\xt any good foundation in 
[ Hiftory. And even the Heathen Saxons are too late for his purpofe. 

He tells us, /»88. The Heathen Nations long before Chrtfts Birth 
did offer Sacrifice to the Sun, and worfhip it as a God upon Sunday. 
His proof is from i 1. 16,17, * 8 - l J ^ beheld the Sun when it 
Jbined, or the Moon walking in kightnefs, and my heart hath been J e- 
Ycrctty enticed, or my wouthhath ki/Jed my hand, this 'were an in/futty 
I to be punijhed by the Judges J'or If mid have denied the Lord above. 
I * But 
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But what is all this to Sunday ? It may perhaps be a difclaimer 
of worjhiping the Sun; but fays nothing of Sunday. 

Doth our Author think the uame of Sunday to be as old as 
Job's time ? li job had faid, If I have worfhiped the Sun upon 
Sunday or the Mom upon Monday, and not the Lordupm Saturday; 
it had been to his purpofe : iiut here is nothing o\ that. Not a 
word of what day it was on which they worfhiped the Sun. 

But I would not have him lay too great a load upon Sunday. For 
Hefiodtt\k us (as was faid before) that in his time (one of the 
oldeft of the Heathen Writers; though younger than Job ) the 
Seventh day was Sun-day, not the Fhji. And he fiadi nothing to 
Ihew { more thanthe bare Name of Sunday j to make us believe 
thatthofe of the Heathen, who worfhiped the Sun, did confine 
that worfhip to this day of the Week ; or, Did more worftup it 
on this day than on others. 

I do not certainly know how Ancient thbfe Names are of Sa* 
turday, Sunday^ Monday, &c, nor upon what occafion they were 
firit taken up, ( nor is it much to our purpofe. ) 

The molt ancient Heathen Writer whom I know to have men- 
tioned them is Z)io Caffius, who lived about the Year of our Lord 
2jo.Who fpeakiug of the Definition of Jerufafem and the Tem*Ic t 
tells us that the yews had fuch a reverence for Saturn s.day, 
as that they would not Labour on that day for their Defenfe ; 
which the Romans understanding, did on that day aifault thenr 
and prevailed. (Againft their Temple zn&Sabbath both at once.) Not 
as if the^raf did then call it Saturn s day, ( nor am I fure that any 
other did then fo call it,)fbr they called it thcuSabbath-dzy ; But it 
was that day of theWeek whicb,in c Dio% time,was called Saturday. 

But Dio fpeaks of it. as a new Thing fb to call the Days of the 
Week, and which the Ancient Greeks (he tells us) knew not. 
('Twas therefore not very Ancient. ) And therefore he fuppofeth 
the Romans to have taken it up from the Egyptians. Not the'Old 
Egyptians of Mo/ess time, but rather from thofe about the time 
of Ttolomy; not of King Ttolomy, but of Claudius Ptokmarus the 
Aftronomer ( or perhaps fomewhat earlier ) when Aflronomy 
there flourilhed, and from whom the Rmans had it. 

In a Chnitian Writer, I find it earlier than.Z)/*; in JuBin 
dflfartyr's Apology, written about the Year of Chrifl ijo. who 
mentions ?S M* «p«f*r 9 the Day of the Sun, as the Chrtftian Sab- 
hath. And Tertuftian in his Apology, mentions Saturday and Sun. 
day. And it may perhaps be found in Writers earlier than thefe, 
Though I do not at prefect meet with it. Nor do I think it 

' worth 
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worth the while to make any great fearch about ' it. I grant, 
[that tthen Chriftianity was fpread among the Gentiles \ and,witli 
fit, theChriftian Sabbath; they did (in order to the obfervmg 
that Sabbath ) diainguifli their time intoWeeks ; and thereupon 
Uve Names to each Day. I grant alfo that the Jews did, beloi e, 
To diltinguilh their Time : but I do not find that any other Na- 
tion didTo. If any think, that All nations did ftf ddhnguifh, and 

everv Nation, all the World over, call the days by thote Names 
£y w'hich they are now called : This I take to be but a Trtfump- 
\thn, without proof ; i llL^t 

} But whenever thofe names wcrefirlt taken up, I do not tnuiK 
! they were taken from: the number of their Gods (for then tliey 

mutt have had a great many moredays in their WeekthaTibeven, 
Lf each of their Gods mult have a peculiar day : ) But Jro™ tnc 

number of the planets, which were then reckoned to btf«*g 
' and in this order Saturn,. Jupiter, tfiars, Sol, renus,^rcwy, 

Luna Though we now know the Planets to be more than beven . 
i f For the Satellites of Jupiter and Saturn are as much ft™** 

out Moon; but were not then known.) Nor were 
['Planets always reckoned in the fame order ; .-but to had been 

thoimht to be above the Sun, which, before thefe name r* ere 
accounted to be Urk And I therefore theft Name. 

. muft be at leaft fo late. And certamly not fo o.d as %* > time. 
F I take them not to *e older than what are called 
\ Horns, but to take their.Rife from thence, and ^^ggj 
* 'Names to be thence determined. For having divided the Day into 
Ll Hours- Beginning with Saturn, the highefl ot the nanets, 

-Se?Xned?dhimL 

S 5 J«ms day , the Second hour tc ^^^^ 
and fo m order till they came to the Eighth hour which faUs to 
Saturn's turn again, and lo again to the Fifteenth, and ™ e JgJ 
a^T^ and then, he Three and Twentieth to Jupitr 
Jhe Four and Twentieth to Mars, and the next hour, being the 

proceeding^the Eighth^ itteentn,ana 1 * 
fhat day will faU again to Sol, the Three and Twe J^fJ 
the Four and Twentieth to -Mercury; and then the tirlt hour 01 
thenex daft thence calle^W^ (next after hunjay.) 

ot the next to Mercury ; thenextto W«r; t he* ^Jgj 
and then again,to ^m; and fo onward as kfore. ****J* 
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take to be the true account of thofe Names, and in that Order : 
Saturday, Sunday Monday after which (in 'the Latine Denomi 
nation ) follow the days of Mm, Mercury, Jupiter, and Ferns. 

Butfomc of ourAnceftors the Saxons^ thought' fit ( as is flip . 
pofed) to put in the Names of Twifco, Woden^Tkr, tie* I fome 
of their Princes) mfteadof MarsMmury, 7up t ter\,adFenus 
as Juhus^Auguftm, amongftthe Romans, gave'their Names 
to the Months formerly called ^jntilis and Senilis.) From which 
Saxon Pnuces we have the Names ofTuefday^ednfdayfkurfday 

ft/ )y t( : S* °[ hcrd T , rctain ' n S ^the Names oftl5T 
fpective Planets as they did before. 

This account ( from the order of the Planetary Hours) 2>h 
gives us of the Names of the Week-days, and of their Order 
Why fo called, and why in this Order. 
He tells us of another account from the Princinle* nf r nL. 

Concord in Mufick; therefore they might, beginning S 

Sofn^SV^^r 3nd f ^^he 8 Fourth^ j then 
(pipping the two next Fenus and Mercury) take &»« ■ and then 
(skipping and Jupiter) take S3?; ThX.ppinS 

Jupiter Then (skippmg^r/ and A/) take *3«»3 Then 
A?/« J Which" A? f CmS r m T 10d thc former "ore 

dift« r b,he Order.) And therefore, cerLly JWjE 

P m a t ? 'i [ any ff<w!f ' 1 cannot % ; "or do I think it 
Nor do I think that each of thofe W&s have any more ft 

Ions people, and thereby to make * GaTn of tTem " CdlN 

; , But, 
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But, whatever were the occafion of the firft impofing; thefc 
are now the known Names of thofe days. ( And we need no more 
fcruplethe ufeof thefe iV*««; than to talk of Pope Pius, Cle- 
I mens, Boniface, and Innocent; though poffibly the Perfons fo called, 
f had none of thofe good Qualities.) In like manner as we have a 
!' Spring near Oxford which we cz\\AriJhtle\fFell; not that we 
I think Arijlotk was ever there, or was Lord of the place, and 
much lefs that he was wont to be there fForJbiped '; but we lb call 
I it as being now thc proper name of the place {impofed at pleafure) 
by which it is known. And fo for the days of the Week ; whatever 
were the occafion of the firft impofing, they nowlignify no more 
than the proper diftinftive names by which the days are known. 
.„ And why we may not continue fo to call them, I know not. We 

he reafon why ,tw« (o called (whether, becaufc Jtow had been 

> I 5£j r £ff pother reafon.). And Ail. i8 n. of 
J . %> defigned by Cajlor and Pollux, or without fcrupline 

the reafon of. that name, or what relation thefe Stars had to 7«- 
piter, fo as to be called bis Lads. And when Paul t Cor.%. allows 
them without Scruple to eat of things offered m Sacrifice to Idols, 
even though they knew, or had reafon to prcfume tfiem fo to be 
fin W J en . the X, might be fuf P e ^d to do it with refpeft to the 
Moll as the Apoftle argues at large i Cor. 8. and again Chap. to. 

. No doubt we may as lawfully make ufe of proper Names (whereby 
perions, times or places be commonly known) without fcrupiin? 
the occafion ot their firft impofition. 

I , AndI wo " ld d< ! fire thofe Gentlemen (who are fo over fcrupu- 
ous where there is no luft occafion, and make it their bufinefs to 

' rj r S . cn, P ks and cafl Stumbling-blocks before others,) to con- 
fer Ibnoufly, whofe Work they be doing all that whilejand whe- 
ther it be not as truly and properly fuperftition to reprefem and 
quaiel with things as unlawful and finful, which in their own 
toKure are not fo; as it is to introduce things under a pretence 

( ot holmefs which have in them no f«ch thing. And whether this 
be not to dote about fuejiions and Brife of words: Whether thefe 
he not of thofe ftolifh and unlearned oueftions which we are ad- 
vifedto avoid; k&owmgtbat they gender ftrifes ; and to avoid foolifh 
fut/hons, and genealogies and contentions about the lava, for they are 
^profitable andvain ; and inftead thereof to mind thole things that 
Xtgood and profitable to men; to follow righteoufnefs, faith, charity 
peace, &c. as wc are directed, I Tim. 6.d.,y. 2 Tim. 2 xi, •»•> 
7 "-3-8,p. It They 
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They do not confider how much the ftudying and profecuting 
foolift queftions, and needlefs Scrupulofities, doth eat out the 
power of Godlinejs and true Piety , and the Jubftantials of Religion, 
while we btify ourfelves about thefe^Waie/j ; about YxvUtciwum- 
fiances which do not at all influence the Subflance of fpiritual 
Worfhip, 

There be fb many nece/Jary duties, and indubitable truths, in the 
ferious pra&ifeof Titty and Godlinefs, that we need not trouble 
the heads of men (and make it our buunefs to to do) with doubt- 
ful deputations* 

It feems to be thedefign of the New Teftament to take us off 
from the Circumftantials and Scrupuhfitits of Religion (which 
commonly produce ftrifej and contentions to no purpofe ) and put 
US upon worfbipwg G*^ *** Qf***?. ** ,¥wJ **r ^ 

Si c Deus eft Animus, nobis ut carmina dkunt, 
Hie tibipr<ecipue fit pur a Mente colendus 7 

Was well enough faid of the Poet 5 and is a good Paraphrafe on 
that, God is a Spirit and will be worfhiped in Spirit and m Truth. 
I have been told long fince of a Grave Divine, who when asked, 
Why he did not Preach againft Long hair (whicfr was at that time 
more Offenfive than now it is,) gave this Anfwer ; if he could but 
Preach Jefus Chrilt into their Hearts ; he fliould not much con- 
cern himfelf for their Hair. 

This Author tells us, p. ^ thai our Liberty Gal, p 1 , doth emu 
nently confift in a freedome not onely from the Ceremonial Law of oid y 
but alfo in a Liberty not to be intangled with anew yoke of mens de- 
vices. I take needlefs Scrupulq/ities to be fuch ; the making of more 
Sms than God hath made \ the making or pretending of thofe 
things to be Sins which are no fins, and putting a reUgious Nt- 
cefftty upon things which are matters of meer Prudence and T>if 
cretton. Like thofe 1 Tim.^ 3. Forbidding to Marry, or (as I 
would rather render it) Bidding not to Marry ; and 7 to abftam from 
MeatsMc. Forbidding things as Unlawful which are not fo ; is 
alike Superfluous as to Impofe things as holy which are not Holy : 
and equally contrary to the Liberty there intended. 

Whether the days be called Saturday, Sunday, Monday, or Aph&, 
Beta^GammOj is ail. one to me, (I take them as T find them;) 1 
thin* we ought not td foment quarels upon fuch trifles ; and we 
fin if we do fa ; " J 
Whether to meet once, or twice, or thrice, on a Sabbath-day, (i* 
fo as is molt for edification and the real fervice of God ? )is meerly 

pt* 
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prudential inthisor that P^™^^^ 
Lju wVre God leaver it to Prudence. And it, m fruaemtau, 
^ o^fotneti^ wnh fo much Prudence aswe 
•J nftliev miaht we mull be content to bear with fuch Impru- 
EtCftnoI help; and better fo, than to pull-on greater 

,n Xrr n to begin the Sabbathat & orTenorTwelve a Clock 
, wnetnertoocgi ? h conten( w 

» SM ^"fe3 Z a S totheSubfknuglso? 



mhiM,wb«braJ<\/!is£a much more, »hertietw> It'sn Ib't 
'A fo cheetah b. well kept: ^.S^jTffiS 
V£ accent, give f^«"£","sK 

w hich the Scripture would have ™£$ atk if 0 i fpiritual 

they m but mifcbievoxs m then uje „ , f hadittg thc i r 

r ie complain of ^^^^SL«^ SAfti 
Worlhip with "en thought they 

I the number of which would **™tte%£ fawn* trom M 7 
[ were Tolerable, Being fo ma ny £> ^ oi . 

tendmgthe/^W^of he S ^ ^.J^r w be fpoken 
„ for it. For when much of their 1* s °" 01 be w „^ r . 

fo Am as not to be Heard, or in fuch a UW not 
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flood, they have need of fomewhat to frradfV *w* x. u 
Ear is not Edified, S y W whcn th « 

confider it t * L iamr y x ? e Gentleman if he well 

thing 
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thing can be faid fo plain, as that there be nothing to be cavilled 
It, by one who is minded fo-to do ; And that when God hath de- 
[ttared his Will as plainly as he thinks fit to do, if men will not be 
tomented with realonable evidence, he is not obliged to gratify ( 
their humours. 

r When {I fay ) we confider this ; It looks fomewhat like what 
plomon tells ns Trov. 18. 19. of a Brother offing harder to be 
Won than a ftnng City; and I mult leave the fnccefs to God, 
who fo tcachcth as none like him. 

I He remits us to two Writers on this Sub jeft, in defenfe of the 
Chriftian Sabbath, Mr. Shepbeard and Mr. Hughs (whom I have 
not read, nor have them at hand,) and Two others whom he 
tames not (nor know I well whom he means, for more than 
two have fince written ;) who, he thinks, do tacitly retraft fome- 
what that thofe before had granted. And divers others have 
written on this Subjeft, tho' I have fcarce confulted any of them, 
And particularly I have not feen what is written by Dr. Young 
*r Mr. Wmren, whom I find cited in a late Book of <?. T. which 
Wme out fince this was Written and part of it Printed. It is very 
poflible, that fome of thofe may have faid much of what I now 
or that I may now lay fomewhat of what they have faid be- 
fcie. But, in this, there is no hurt. If in fome particulars I vary 
&om fome of them, it is not becaufe I flight them, or out of a 
defire to contradift them, but freely to fpeak my own thoughts 
u they do theirs. Nor is it to be expefted that all Writers on the 
fame Subjeft Ihould agree in every particular, (Nor is he to make 
advantage of it; For p. 3. he owns it is fo alfo with thofe who arc 
fir the [event h-day :) But as to the main (I prcfumc) we do well, 
enough agree. 

> I have been a great deal longer than I did intend when I firfi 
began to write. 

I (hail give you a brief Summe of what Ihave faid to this pun- 
pofe, as to both Queftions. (For the Queftion is double, though. 
« feem to be but one.) 

Firft concerning the Jewifh Sabbat % Whether that be Anti- 
quated and at an end. Secondly, concerning the Chriftian Sabbath, 
Whether there be fufficient ground for this to fueceed in the 
place thereof. 

As to the firft; I agree with him in many things which he 
profecmes at large, though not peculiar to his Queftion; As,. 
That Our Lordjfefus Chrift is God; that he is the Lord Jehovah, 
the God who made tkJVorld } who refted the J "event hday, who 
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brought Ifrael out of Egypt, and gave the Law on Mount Sinai: 
For there is no other God. 

But, this I fay, he did as God ( in Union with the Father and 
Holy Ghoft;) not zsChrift (God and Man) our Mediator and Re- 
dcemtr. For he was not then Man; nor was there occafionof a 
Mediator and Redeemer before the Fall. 

I agree alfo that the Decalogue (or Ten Commandments) is 
Obligatory to us Gentiles; (as being for the fubftance of it, a 
Law before it was fo delivered on Mount Sinai:) And that the 
Fourth Commandment concerning the Sabbath is one of them ; 
which requires after fix days of Labour, thtfeventh day to be a 
Sabbath or day of Holy fieft. And our Christian Sabbath is fuch. 

^5ut it doth not fay, the f event h in courfe from the Creation^ nor 
doth it appear that the Jewif/j Sabbath was fuch, but rather the 
Seventh day from the fir ft raining of Manna, 

I do agree alfo that God himjelf did reft on the Seventh day 
from the Creation, Gen, z. that is, he did ceafc to Create. 

But I do not there find, that Man .did fo reft, or that there was 
any expre/s command fox him fo to do on that day ; much left for 
ever after, on every Seventh day in courfe from the Creation. 
How much may be thought to be implyed in thofe words, he 
bkjjedand fan&tfied it, I will not difpute ; However, it is but by 
Implication not by any exprefi command ; fuch as our- Author de- 
mands for the Ghriftian Sabbath. 

- Nor do I find that ever it was obferved by xJMan till after the 
Israelites coming out of Egypt, or exprejly commanded to to be. 

Nor do I find that any other Nation (befide the Jews) did anci- 
ently fo much as divide their time byfFeets. Since the times of 
Chriltianity they have: But that they didfo, long before that 
time, I do not find, 
>v/ I do agree alfo that after Ifraels coming out Egypt they did 
obferve a Sabbath, Exod i6> 

But it was from a new command , (at Mar ah or Elim) which 
appeared New to them, not a continuation of a conftant praftife ; 
and it was from a new beginning (the Seventh day from the firft 
raining of \Manna,) and as a dtftinHivefign or to{en 7 of Gods be- 
ing their GWin a fcecial manner, as contradiftinguifhedto.other 
nations ; ( as himfelf owns p. z6. and 28. ) and as a memorial of 
their Reftefhmg after their Bondage and Labour in Fgypt, and 
feeding them with Bread from Heaven. 

I do prefume alfo that, they did, from this firft raining of 
Manna continue a circulation of Weeks for a long time, and per- 
haps till the time of our Saviour. Yet 



Part I. The Christian Sabbath. 73 

Yet we are not furebut that it might be intermitted in thefevetity 
years of the Babyhnifh Captivity, and the day forgotten ; and then re* 
flored a-new by Nehetmah (from a new beginning) Neb.- 1 as he 
rcftored the Feaft of Tabernacles (Chap. 8.) which had been inter- 
mitted from the days of Jojhua the fm of Nun t6 that day. But I 
lather think, the memory was preferved {by Tradition) during 
thofe /event/ years. 

lagree alfo that the Church of the Jews was the mojt vifiblc 
Church of God, but I am loth to fay (with him,/>. 79 . ) it was the 
whole vtjible Church; Fori prefume there might be many Good men 
of other Nations, who worfhiped the true God (of whom we have 
no Hiftory,) though not joined to the Jewifli Church, nor were 
( that I know of) obliged io to be. Such was Melcbizedek (whoever 
he were) not of the feed of Abraham, much lels of Ifrael. And luch 
was%£, and his Friends from divers Countries (of whom, were it 
not tor the ftory of Job, we fhould have had no knowledge,) nor 
are we to think thefe were the mely perfons of thofe Countries who 
'worfhiped the true God. And how many fuch were m other Na- 
tions, we cannot tell. Who might, if they had opportunity join as 
Trofefites with the Jewrfh Church, when efhbWhcd. But I do not 
think they were nccejjkrily obliged fo to do, or to keep the>w* 
Sabbath with them. . , . 

For I take it to be true, even before Chnfts coming, that Uod is 
m refpeBer of perfons; but in evety nation, he that feareth htm and 
worhetb righteoulmfh is mf*** him. A& 10- 34, 35- »w- 
' tier Jew of Greek, Rom. 2. 10,11. iPcl m> Which are but Quo- 
1 tationsfrom 2>euL 10- 19. ' r . 

Nor do I find that any Nation, except the Jews, did obferve the 
Jewifh Sabbath. But I rather take it to be a difimffwe fign ot them 
from other Nations, Ex. zsCircumcijtonmd thtPtfs-over 

were: which, when the wall of partition was taken a way,cea fed alio. 

Yet, as to what was Moral in them (the Cmumcfon of the heart, 
being pointed at by that of the Flejb; and the old leaven ofmaUce 
and wickednefs to be put away mltead 0 that ot Bread; and ^ 
from Sin of more refpeft with God than that from Labour ; ) we ; b;tve 

infiead thereof, Baptifm, * ^ ™ om of /f rfj 
Supper, in the roolof the Tafs^er ; and the Lords Day or CAr ; 
Jiidn Sabbath, infteadof the Jewifh And, as that took date from 
the raining of after their deliverance itomEgypt; foourt 

from the Refurrellion of CbriB, the true Manna. 

I aeree alfo that the ApoffoM other Chnftrans^n after Chnft s 
Refurreftion, did go co the Temple and the Je wiOi Synagogues on their 

K 
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(and did there affift at Prayers, and Reding the Law, 

count as when we now meet to hear a Sermon, or keep a FA or 
Thank fgtvmg on a Weekday, * P ^ 

nZhbZt Tmoih ?> and P'wA in ^e ]ewi(h Rites of 

fm/icalm Ail x i. on -account of thofe believing jews who were 

fKfc h ° fc * ho ^dhcdid teach *>w.«iM*||W 
t/Lrl/J tQ M*ts ™" that they mt to drameife 

fefe^ F"^tf?'kpfi«"i- Whereas iadSTK 
whfrh l ffrt,/,fo ou 8 ntfoto forbear, (as being a wwwlf to 
Z /f^ 01 ^^ WCre not fllb i e£l >) but as to the J&, were 
among the GenttUshe did allow them ( if not yet fiSfedof 

twe« iL r C ? f ° *f B ? a S For nC P uts a 8 reat Terence be 

fj »ofS^V h0r d ° thn0t « ke "otice r e ire he would noTfellu 
nd wis 1 mt r ^'"S^praflijing wther. He preached 

and wrote againft Circumcifion i ^ to the but allowed it to 

,?rV "? hln,feIf P raaifed "> A S to7V«^(a Jew) hut" t 

w/j S #° wa / !" And the likc we may Vav as to £ 
Jewp Sabbath m their Seventh day 

JSri^iSn!?" heha i h tour 8 e ' f°"he>^ Sabbath in 
f but ra IVr r * u h hC C3nnot fc™. 10 be ominanded to rf/fc mrU 
he W„rH i the ? in E*™ 1 " ln contradiftinaion to the reft of 

5 „«rhi«L ?f M , MM ' For thc Foi)rtI > Commandment 

^MPr"^* 10 dtcr tht ^th-day Sabbath in. 
fZc.IZ UYd V U l Chr $ ' 1 doubt h * ha£h r ° r S°«™ that the 
•SSSrfJ ; f VC ^ eLawof the Ten Commandments^, alfothe 
oJeTSSv'^'^^i* Were theL <» d W«sCbriJl who gave the 
vt th« other alfo. And U he then J ^ 

« tf flip* abolijl, drcumcifion and the reft of the Mofaick Rites. 

• A infti. 
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i*flitutcd}y the Lord Jefus Cbrijif I know no fuch power recorded i» 
Scripture to hegiven^i to Cinumci/ion and the reft,more than as to the 
fewijb Sabbath. And we find them both put together Col 1. 1 1, 16 
Or will he fay, Where is any Power recorded in Scripture to be given 
to any Man or Men, {after Chrift had/aid It is finified,) to appoint 
Elders and Deacons and other Officers in the Chriftian Church, and 
give Orders concerning it, which Chrift (before he fo faid,) had not 
given? Yet we know Circumcifion was aboltfhed, and fuch Ojjkert 
and Orders given. So that all this is but Flourifli. 
1 1 As to that of Chrift having faid // it finijhed; whatever be meant 
by that, we know that the whole Order and Conftitution of the 
Chnftian Church was fetled alter that time : And whatever elfe be 
fignified by it, it is not meant that there was nothing to be done fur- 
ther concerning it ; For, if fo, to what purpofe did Ohnbgive Com. 
mandments to his Jpo/iles, of things pertaining to the Kingdome of God 
alter his Refurreihon, if nothing were to be further done? 

And if weconGder the Apoftlcs deportment; We do not find them 
any where infift Authoritatively 'upon a Power given them from Chrift, 
to Abrogate Circumcifion or the like, and thereupon to proceed pro im- 
feno. But they argue it from the nature of the thing, That what> 
was Typical of Chrift, was at an end now Chrift is come ; That what 
was DiJiinHive of the Jews from other Nations, was now to ceafe 
when the partition wall was broken down ; That:what were but Jba~ 
Jews as to the Subjidntmh of Religion, were now to pafs away, as 
kggarfy Rudiments, Chrift regarding the Body or Sub/lance not the 
Shadows ; I &h ma <%! yLttt,*trvi) thefe arc but Jbadows in companion 
of what Chrift came to fettle, ri 3 <&pu, & x*<r*, but 'tis the Body (thc 
Subftance) that Chrift refpeffs y Col 2. 17. 

They do not command but argue They do no where pretend 
that God or Chrift had given them Authority to Abrogate a Lav* 
which God had made ; But Arj^ue (from the nature of the thing) that 
the Law ivas cea/ed; and was not intended to Oblige longer: That 
the Law was now Antiquated or Expired when the End for which 
it was made was attained : That the Types were at an End, when 
the Thing Typified wis Exhibited : That the 2)i/tinffive Marts were 
now no more of Ufc ? when Jews and Gentiles were United: That 
the Elements ox Rudiments which God (for reafonsbeft 

^nown to himfelf) thought fit for the Training up of his Church 
while in a State of Minority ( wherein aChild though Heir of All 
doth little differ from a Servant ) fliould now ceafe when it comes to 
full Age, Gal. 4, And to the fame purpofe Heb.%. He argues that 
the Old Covenant was at an end when a better Covenant was come ia 

Kx the 
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the room ; citing that of Jet. 3 r. Behold the days come, faith tht 
Lord, when IvotHmakga New Covenant with the houfe »f Ifradand 
Uvitb the houfe ofjudah : Not according to the Covenant 'which I made 
with their Fathers when I led them out of the land of Egypt \ For this 
is the Covenant that I will make, That / wiS put my laws into their 
Mind, andwrite them in their Hearts. Meaning, inftead of an out- 
ward Ceremonial Service, he would eftablilh a fervice more Spiri- 
tual, From whence he concludes the Attiqmtion oS. the Former: 
In that he faith a New Covenant, he hath made the firft Old: Now 
that which Decaf eth and waxeth Old, is ready to Fanifh away (or, to 
expire. ) They do not claim a ?ower 7 to Abolifh a Law of Gods making; 
But prove by Argument^ that thefe Laws are Antiquated 'or Expired; 
as not being intended, by the Law-make r,to bind longer than till fuch 
a time. As Mom. 7, The tVoman is htmd by the Law to her Husband 
as Ung as he lives ; But rf the husband be Z>ead } fhe is free from the 
Law : Not that the Law rs Aboltjbed; but the Cafe is Altered, 

And it is from thefe Confiderations that he Argue s againfl C/r- 
cumcifion Col. 2, n. and the Jmifh Sabbat h 7 ver. 16. For as to the 
Subjiantials of the Service, provided a Sabbath be duly kept, it is 
4nuch one whether on the Seventh or the Firft day. Now thefe (Sub- 
jftantials) arc (he tells us p. 83,) a lively fphritual Convcrfe with the 
Father ; Son and Holy-Ghoft f in private Ttuties and pubhek Ordinances 
(where they can be had y ) and in a Holy Refi all that day 7 faying emer* 
gent cafes of Neceffity and Mercy. Which may be equally done 
on either day. 

But as to thofe who were Hot fatisfied with thefe Arguments; {if 
they were fuch as were before under thofe Commands ) he doth not 
urge his Authority; He leaves them to pnfufe according to their 
own judgment (but without cenfiwing others ) till they fhall be better 
fatisfied, as in Horn. 14. But as to the Gentiles^ who had never been 
under thefe Laws, the cafe was otherwife. Which makes him 
argue othenvife with the (Gentile ) Gaktians, Ephefims } and Co- 
hffiansy than with the ChriUian Jews at Some. 

And as to his Queftion, p. 47- When, where } andbywhom 7 it was 
taken away, I fay Then } there, and by the fame, who took away Cir* 
cumcifkn and the other Mofaick Rites. That is, Fundamentally by 
Chrih at his death who nailed them to hisCrofs, after which they 
ceafedto be Obligatory \ But Executively mA7>raffica£y by his A* 
poftles, and the Chriftian Church, according as they did ( leifurably 
and in time ) come to underfland their Liberty. 

All which we are to prefume they did according to fuch directi- 
ons as Chrift gave them. For ( as this Author obferves t>, 80,) ?W, 

m 
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in thofe Primitive times } when the Ceremonial Law was frejh in 
memory, and the Go/pel newly preached, had much a do to remove the 
rfri? converted Jews from Circumcifion and other Ceremonials, {and fo 
from their Jewifh Sabbath;) therefore thefe things were to wear 
off by degrees, and not to be tornjrom them all at once. 
! And this I think is enough { to a perfon not prejudiced) as to the 
Removal of the (then) Jewifh Sabbath; appointed by Mofes after 
their coming out of Egypt, on thtfeventh day from ^ firft raining 
vf Manna, and not given to all the world, but to be a diftintiive Jign 
of them from other Nations* 

Now as to the other Point in QpeJhon, the Observation of the 
Urds day : I would ground that originally on the Fourth Command, 
pent ; which doth appoint a Seventh day of Holy ReJl, ^mStX days 
of Ordinary labour. Which dothdireftly concern the Subjiantials 
of Worfhip (that a Sabbath be kept and God thus ferved), but whe- 
ther on this or that day of the Seven, is meerly Circumftanml and 
. (as Taul calls it) a Shadow, in comparifon of the Body otSubjtance^ 
ffchichis, he tells us, what Chrift refpefts. 

But then as to that, Why the Firft day rather than another ? I 
anfwer, Firft, Here was a much more memorable Accident, ot t&rms 
RefurreBion; than was that of Raining Manna, from whence thet 
jewifh Sabbath takes its date, as the Seventh day from it { not troirf 
the Creation) or that of the Quails the Night before, (the firft day 
that God fed them by Miracle f rom Heaven,} And therefore fends as 
fair for beginning Inch a Circulation of Weeks and Sabbaths- 

We are told fir. ^ 14, if. aad#r.», %^f^fM 
tome (faith the Lord) that ft fhall no ^e \faid T^ ^rd Itveth 
* that brought up the Children of ffrael out of the land of Egypt .But, 
The Lordlhetb that brought up the Children of IJrael out of the North 
Country. Not, that the former deliverance was to be forgotten ; but 
a greater than it did make it (comparatively) to difappear (as when 
the light of the Sun doth obfeure that of theMoonand Stars ;} And 
fohere, the Refuneffion of Chrift to be commemorated paramount 
to that of former Mercies. - ■ „,j:j a „ 

Next, in purfuance of this Occafion, we find oor Savioiir did- on 
that daj of his RefurreBion, appear to M^ Mfftn^ the other 
Women, declaring to them the Doflrme of he Refur, earn then ^ 
the two Difciples going to Emmaus, Reaching to them gt large} the 
fame Doftrzne, and Celebrating with them the Lords Supper ; and 
?fer«rd theVame day) to thofe aflembled njerufalcm ( with other 
Sabbatical works) arAlemnly Bleftng that Conj^ W 
■ our Author by bleftng the Seventh day Geo. z. would have us untav 
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ftand I an I fitution or Cmmand to obferve it; We have as much here' 
Chrift^in thisAflenibly, and For fo much is infi! 

mated in that his UkanBamSBm ( a firft and fecond t£? %* 

"? id fo a fecon ' 1 tirae on the fame day the next Week- he Afom 
Iklmtl > them (in Religious Services) L ^WdS»" he *- 
He did ( according to his Prormfc made on that firft day of his 
Refunea.on) fend on them that miraculous Efu/ion <f]hc Hoi 
Ghoft on the day of PentecoJ, which being.the Fiftieth day fromh J 

tne Ktlnrrettion. On which day of Fentecoft we find them *lf 0 
othcrwife exercifed in Religious Employments, and atteftcd further 

by a miraculous couverfion of three thoufand fouls 

hlJf find , r " Tml t^ rMS m 10 - ¥re ^ ^ the Difcip/es a/Tern- 

\ i [ u U j & ? 18 their ^T 1 ' was > cn tbe W *f >f & week U 
hreakjn ead ; that is, to celebrate the Lords Supper. 

That (uch'Aflemblies were wont to be at Common them day of 
theApomeprefumcs, or takes for granted ; and givefdi- 
region for a CoUeclton to be then made, i Cor 16. 
And he had done fo before, as he there lignifies , to the Churches of 

Tl Vr l Tn$ or "^8 ^granted, that they alfo didfouFe 
to meet on the firft day of the Week. 

And we have no reafon to doubt but that fuch meetings were 

r e n An°Jw^T Ch r rC t CS> r 7 C ^ nn0t doubt but th " other of 
the Apofiles did difperfe themfelves into other parts of the World, 

though we have not a like account of their Travels, as we have of 

Pauh recorded by St. Luke: But we are to prefum'e (though it be 

not recorded) that their Do^rine andPraaice was confonant to his 

and that accordingly they had fuch weekly meetings on the Lord's 

Day, as thefe Churcheshad of whom we have the Hiftory 

Hence-that day had thename given of the Ijoris-day, wei „.i, 
as we find it called M i.,o. (as that of the SacramenYi, called 
.ft<™ the Lords Supper, iCor. u. zo .) which name it re- 

taineth to this day, and for fuch purpofe. 

And all this, I think, is fufficient for us to continue our Obferva- 
f - 0n /£ t y ' , I amfHre ) is much ffl0re tna « he canfbew for 

fefi^cESL* more ** tbmfattdJive bundre<i " m 

■Jf-Z™ ncc f flir -V that : we have expreJS words of Command 'recorded: 

% A, r a ° 5*7 *&*WH ^'*M*™>rds of Command 
for the feventb-dy Sabbath, till after Ifraels coming out of Egypt 
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tor for \\tJVorJhipingof God by Sacrifice ; nor for other things which 
yet were Duties before any Record of fnch exprefs words of Com. 
mad It is enough if we can otherwife collefl it to be God's Will 
according to the belt light we have. ' 

If this Gentleman think himfelf obliged to keep the Tewiih Sak 
bath alfo : this doth not hurt us. This, I think, was the cafe of the 
Cbrifiian fern at firft. I do not much queftion but that they did, as 
other Chriftians, obferve the Lord's Day. The doubt was, whether 
they were not to obferve alfo theJewiih'Sabbath as before they did 
And thefe Believers who were yet zealous of the Law, and thought 
themfelves obliged, together with Cbriftianity, to obferye the Law of 
Mofes, did no doubt think themfelves equally obliged to the Jewifh 
Sabbath, Thole who thought themfelves obliged to be Baptized,ind 
to be Cnamcijedalfo, thought themfelves in like manner obliged to 
obferve the Lord's Day and alfo the Jewifh Sabbath. And (tilf they 
mould be better fatisfied ) the Apoftles permit (the Jews) lo to do. 
. If this do not fatisfy him ; I have yet two Expedients for him. 
I- Let him begin his Wee^on Monday, and then Sunday will be 
the Seventh-day. Whether the Seventh in courfe pom the Creation, 
Kannot tell ; nor can any man living inform me. But it will at 
leaft be the Seventh day of His Week. 

2. If he be not fatisfied with this : My next Expedient is thus. 
Let him take a Voyage round the World, as Sir Francis Drake did. 
Going out of the Atlantick Ocean Weft-ward by the Streights of Ma- 
pilau to the Eafi./ndies ; and then, from the Eaft, returning by the 
tty? of Good Hope (the ufual way) homeward. And take with him 
w many as pleale of thofe who are of his mind. And let them keep 
«eir Saturday-fahbath all the way. When they come home to Eng- 
*«, they will find their Saturday to fall upon our Sunday ; and they 
Jfay thenceforth continue to oblerve their Saturday-fabbath on the 
tone day with us. Which is the fecond Expedient. 
, If you ask, How this can be? I will make it very plain, that 
Jitwtf be, and fb it muj} be. For, Suppofing the Earth to be 
*°und, and the Sun moving from Eaft to Welt; you muft allow 
'wt n comes fooner to the Eaftern parts than to the Weftern. It 
*ul fooner be Noon in Holland than in England, and fooner here 
"Hn- in Ireland. j 
. If you ask, How much fooner? We. fay, that fifteenDegrces of 
Longitude Weft-ward, makes it an Htur 'later. As if he Embark 
l ooiit Dover, Tai mouth, or other Port on the Eaft-fide of England, 
N Sail a* tar Weft-ward as the Weft of Ireland for a little farther) 
" will be an Hour later, and not be Koon there till it be One a clock 
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at the place where he Embarked. And fo in proportion, an Hour for 
every Fifteen degrees. And accordingly, when he hath cone round 
the whole Circle of Three hundred and Sixty Degrees, (that is Four 
and twenty times Fifteen,) it will be later by Four and twenty hours, 
That is, it will be but Saturday-noon with him, when it is Sunday 
noon with thofe who flaid here. That is, His Saturday will be Our 
Sunday. And thenceforth his Saturday Sabbath will be the fame day 
with our Sunday-Sabbath ever after. ^ » . 4 1 

And this,I think,fhould fully fatisfy him. For he tells us,/>. jp. Tk I 
variety of the time of the Sun-rtjing or fettiwg in different Climates doth I 
no way difturb;for that a day longer or Jborter is ft ill a day, and but a day. 

Molt certain it is he who (hall have thus failed round the World 
will have had one day fewer than thofe who ftaid here. So it was 
with Sir Francis Z>wfeand his Company : And fo it hath been with 
all who have taken fuch a Voyage, (as many have done, lor it is noc 
a rare cafe : ) and fo will be to any who (hall fo do. 

What he would refolve upon this cafe, or what he thinks Sir 
Francis Drake was to do when this happened ; I cannot tell. 

If he would go on to reckon the dajrs according as they had hap 

Eened to him in his Voyage ; then this Expedient rauft hilly fatistj 
im. For then he keeps his Saturday. Sabbat b on our Sunday. 
If he thinks the account fliould be*jre£Hfied when or before he 
comes home, and call the days thenceforth as he finds thofe to do 
that flaid here, what (hall be come of that day he hath loft? ad 
which day of the Week {hall he reckon that to be ? 

And, When muft he reftify that account? when he comes home^ 
fomewhere by the way ? For it would be juft the fame, if, before h«| 
come at England, he fhould have landed in France or Spain, or on r 
Coaft of yffriciyOT even at the Eaft- Indies ;and all the way from then* 
he would ftill be a day behind them. And fo he would be with eve 
Ship that in his way he fhould meet with. If he and fuch other Sh; 
meet at the Ifle of St. Helens to take frefh water, his Saturday will U 
their Sunday \ and on which of the two days are they to keep their 
Sabbath ? or muft they keep it one on the one day, and the other pi 
the other ? 

If he fay that the account is to be rectified by the way (before 
comes home) then Where ? or When ? and by What rule ? For wU, 
ever he doth fo re&ify it, he muft then begin to call Sunday whw 
jult before he was to call Saturday. 

It he fay,This mufl be left to Difcretion, when,and where : Th< 
muft it be matter of difcretion ( and not determin'd by the Four 
Commandment) on which of the two days in qucftion the 0 
ftiall be kept. 
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! ?£L here w,lla 8 ain C6me ^ our amazing ctf&fas p aS 
86, 87. What man or men, without an high UfurfyBTthT'I>tvine 
Author,^ contrary to the Fnjt Cmmmu^tibM^ t %£jZl 
intent tons, affume an authority of their own hea\ Xfnt (or \ h S or 

\^i A S ft t/rf m °>- *2' mr Chriji, that is Lord % 

^the Sabbath h«h power totnMute a Sabbitiday? If the Church or at 

Si feW t mi * Door > t0 iee t U fi- toti* » <*pon the 
f t ft n ° fC ^ "tefMnrPW'tl We in Tower t ■ 
I i lhil [not much trouble myself to anfwer all this Warmth. But 
when that is over) if at or near the Streights of Magellan (a place, I 
. Aink not inhabited or not by Chriftianf) a Colony be planted by 
feme frora hence, and feme from the Eaft-Indies; tiofe who comJ 
thither from hence will ( according to their account ) call that Satur- 
which thofe who come thither from the other fide will (accor- 
ding to their account) call Sunday: Muft they have no Sabbath 
w an t (that s agamic the Fourth Commandment : ) Or muft they bv 
.confent agree upon the day ? ( this I fhould think, if he would give 
»c leave :) Or muft they keep it fome upon one day fome on the other> 
lJus I would by no means advife, if it may be avoided: Becaufc it 
iwould beamanifeft confufion and diforder; And they would not 
mh (it either ) be the Seventhly in courfc from the Creation • And 
.""J. 01 Means fo, is not polfible for any man to know. And it 
would be more for common Edification that they do agree upona com- 
*on day. And not much nutter, whether of the Two. 
Th is Gentleman, if he can confider of it calmly, I am apt to think 
II bcoi the fame mind ; and think it better to have fush a Sabbath 
in none at all ; and that the little circumftance, whether on this or 
« day, fhould be difregarded in comparifon of the StMantials o* 
' Duty. 

Tiere be* many things which the Word of Godot the 2>hme Law 
* determine in Tbejt, which when in Hypothec they come in pra- 
fe, will require the intervention oi'Trudentialsor Humane Laws. 
ie Eighth Commandment fays,I muft not Stea^ox take unduly from 
I Neighbour what is His: But, What is Mine, and what is my 
ighbours, will depend much upon Humane Laws ; and, what fhall 
**puteda Trefpafsonmy Neighbours land ; or,a forfeiture of his 
i The Seventh Commandment {n)<s,ThouJbalt not commit Adah 
But it will depend much upon Humane Law, what fhall be re 
a Good Marriage. The Sixth Commandment fays Thou Jhalt not 
But it will much depend upon Humane Law what fhall be re- 

L putcd 
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pu«d Self-defenfe, or * Juft War, or a Forfeiture tf Ufc -Tie Fifth 
Commandment requires us to Honour and Obey our Parents ; But m 
' many cafes, 'tis Humane Law that is to determine, who is to be repu- 
fed tie Father. If a Widow be left with Child by a former Huf- 
band, and marry another before that Child be born ( which feme- 
time happens ; ) 'twill be a point in Law, not inDmnity, to whether 
ot theTwoFathers thisSoS Hull be Heir. And if my Father require 
me to part with what Eftate is my own/twill be a point in Law,how 
far I am required to obey fwch a Command. (And the like w toother 
Super iours, « well as Natural Parents ) And thole Laws which feern 
Abfolute {rtThou /halt not Kill, Thou /halt not Steal &<:.) Hue 
' vet their Tacite Limitations implied. For no man doubts but there 
are cales wherein to Kill may be lawful; as in Self-defenfe, in yuji 
ITar, and lor Capital Crimes ; And in fuch cafes, to take from our 
Neighbour what was His. And, notwithftanding the Command ot 
Honour tlx Father anddMotJier, or that of Children obey your Parents 
in aU things ; there may things happen, wherein we are not obliged 
to do what they bid us. And in all fuch cafes there is room jot Pru- 
dence to interpofe. Not, to Abrogate or Repeal a Law of God ; But to 
iudee what is the true Intent ol that Law. So notwithflanding that 
Command of the Sabbath, In it thoujball derno ^^/"jk 33 
oufSaviour tells us, The Priefts in the Temple profane the Sabbath and 
are blamelels i and againll the Vhmtes fuperjtifous rigour ht argues, 
not oiiely from his own Authority A The Son tf^»WfJ*L 
Sabbath-day ) But from the Reafon of the Law, The Sabbath was made 
for Man. and not Man for the Sabbath; and confequently is fo to be 
underftood as may be for the Good of Man ( fpmtual and bodily) not 
lor his Hurt. And our Author allows- the emergent cafes of Necepty 
and Mercy ; And no man doubts but that if a Houfe be on Fire, wj 
may Labour to quench it. In all which cafes Prudence may be ufei 
but muft not (upon that pretenfe) be AM ^ is if ««« g 
to our Prudence, whether or ho the Law of G()d fhall be Obeyed, 
But. what is, in fuch cafes, the true Intendment M^-df* 
Ana there needs no other s or 5o//i (as our Autho freaks ) to 
confine Prudence in fuch cafes, than m all othet Prudential Afts. S* 
when the Fourth Commandment requires us to keep holy the SabbaW- 
^/itmayyet, inmanycafes, depend much upon Prudence icrHj- 
mine Laws, which day Hull be reputed the Sabbath. And if this A* 
thor tell us it mult be WeSeventh in cour fcfiom-tbe Creation ; We art 
never a whit the nearer. For though he take great pleafure, on U 
occafions,to exclaim againftfr^/^yethe mufl admit agreat deal} 
Tradition to intervene before he can prove this or that day to be 
ge venth in cou rfe from the Creation . 
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I am am to think alfo, that when he hath well confider'd the cafe 

Ind fhTworld as he did, have loft a day,) he will come to one of 
tK two ptefolutions : Ei'ther that when he comes back to England 
hVmVft continue to call that Saturday which on his account was fo ; 
(and then SsSaturdayfabhth will be'the fame with om Sunday:) Or 
life that his account muft be fomewhere rectified in his Voyage by 
Sea day; and then and there beginning to call 5«*/«/what, 
inff before he was to call Saturday. .. .. 

3 Kovbecaufe there is nothing In Nature to determine where this 
■rite no? is there any thing of Divine Inftitution that I know 
off to de«rmine whereW^ It feems to me to ^uden"al 
or molt rational, (if nothing intervene to counterbalance it^to be at 
that we call the >^ Meridian, from whence we reckon the De- 
crees of LonWe, Eaftward, r,a, 3 ,^f. and fo -onward tiUwe 
Ion* round x! W* ^e Meridian again : and thence begin 
>SSn onward x z, h &. as before, for another round 

This lirft Meridian, m Ptolemy's time, * as • a « ount , e f^^ 
tout the Weftern par of the Jfiican fhore ; as being the moft We- 
ftern oart of he World then known. Of later times, Geographers 
EicKa dSw tonmoveit more Weft, about the Iflands called 
Z J S or the Flemijh Ijlands. But all agree to place n between 
l^tZnltA^i J America. And if from thatMeridian/rom 
whence wT reckon the beginning of Longitude, we reckon alfo 
The bceinninK of Days ; then the laft of Saturday muft there emW 
V W$ Sunday muft there begin. And therefore at that Men- 
K„ tit ■ fdlra r^S "e WoSd ibouM re&fy their account, 
, c Sling ^t & on the one fide of it, and Sunday on the other ; 
t that being the hteft of Saturday, andthc>«£c > our 
I W<- will tell me perhaps, that, by this account, it tre Keep our 

«n Mmdav as being on the other lide ot that Meridian, nno us 
™'do inlervene to counterbalance it. 

inumate, as difputable, whether we 'and they in hew-Lnglm^K 

» JSC Sf i S £ W*^ **** 

fent of all ^ I would by no means advife to change the day. 

te&fl^iJjtf Vidian is 
as well have been P la«3 beyond Amerm, (if men had fo plealed^ 
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Zt^Lf^'M becn kl ! ow ? inP ^'« t^e) as on thl 
lide . ( And we might have numbred our Degrees of Longitude Weft- 
ward as now we do Eaftward : ) And may he fo reputed now if 

mC1 l f0 «? le n f€ now re P«ted about 10 or ic feces mo 

to the Weftward than it was m Ptolemy's days.) ' S 
And it is purely Arbitrary, where to begin to change the name 

tobe[ocalIed ' i^*«!lSK 

• A j£ C( ? af «q«etttly 'tis purely Arbitrary or ZtiferetisnaL whether 
Sue"* 6 fmtiCmm(tndment > "or in the Wo? J of God* lit. 

But it fo happening, that hath been peopled from£«. 

f**, traveling Weftward from hence (without taking noticTtha 
we «ofs the &ft Meridian,) we have' reckoned the fays {and fo 
named them) according as theyappeared tothofe upon the r Vova« 
who went thither. Whereas iflt had been peopled { I mean as 
to the Chriftians there) from ^and the E$lJ»dtes( £££ 
coming thence to the other fide of ^ M / what there is Sow 
«lled&»^ would (for the like reafon) hive been called X 
and the Fourth Commandment equally obferved either way 

^L'° S ' T' th «A me I 53 " of the day which we here call Sun- 
% is coincident with fome part of what'is fo called in Japan and 
dent ^^fT Sun - da y ( th ?«gh »ot the fame part) t SincT 

Faff «f % J °- A" 5 ir > 4""** But ver y ^ of theirs in the 
Eaft of W with theirs m the Weft of America. About E even a 
Wat^ht^theone (or yet later) before it bfgins to teone 
in « morning m the other, (fcarce an hour in commo!) 

St ml* WftE? L Ma P $ - < 6 r ' ater Ma P s «akeTfome 
ill .f? V s lf ", misht b - c Ten atm 5 ht in the one, when it be. 
gins to be Two m themoming at the otner.) Yet thefe pafs fcj the 
fmtfunday And 'tis well enough fo to reckon. P 
But it is 9rudentiatty fo \ Becaufe the chief Trade and interconrfe 

' t£SSS^f^\ m With tf* And therefore h^oS 
ffic^S^ r^^'* ^ tna nas£^from>^. 
And accordingly n is fo placed in onrMaps. And thoueti we con- 

Zerta^Tl ^t^J° m a Meridian betwfL^Tnd 

ll^ t > ^J^ t - rf ^i Iwe6e l i,ia « a Meridian 
*eyond it, between America and ^fo. Which 
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Which is not faid to raife newfcruples, ( as if I would advife an 
alteration of a received computation; which is well enough as it is-, 
J and I know not how to mend it :) But to fhew there is an unavoida- 
ble Neceflity of leaving much to /V^<r«//«/confiderations,What day 
fhall be reputed Sunday y and what the fabbath, in this or that place. 
And therefore it cannot reafonably be thought the defign of the 
fourth Commandment to confine us to fuch CmumftantiaT Ninths, 
which do not at all influence the fukftaHtiah »f //^»>Jbi/>. 

The fourth CommmtJment requires the feventb day of Holy Refi t 
ikctjix days of ordinary Labour. But of a Seventh day in courfe 
from the Creation to be fo obfcrved, it faith nothing: Nor is it pofli- 
ble for us to know. Thtjews obferved a feventh day in courfe from 
the jjrjl raining of Manna ; but I do not know how this concerns us ; 
or, if it did, how we lhall know which is that day ? ( for this Gentle- 
man will not allow Tradition to be a good proof.) We obferve a 
feventb day in courfe from what ( we think ) the Apoftles did obferve. 
If we miftakc our reckoning (which I think we do not ) it is not a 
Culpable Ignorance ; for it is according to the beft Light we have. 
This day we are in pojfeffion oi, and the Chriitian Church hath lo 
Tbeen for many Hunareayens. And he that would difpoflefs us of 
" it, muft (hew a better Title. ( The old rule is, "Poffidentis potior eft 
ratio.) To change meerly for change fa£e y is Foolifli. If he would 
lay a Divine Neceffity on us tooblerve the jfeuiijb Sabbath horn the 
firft raining of Mama { if at leatt that be the day by them obferved 
in our Saviour's time ; ) he muft make it clear to us, which is that 
day (by abetter argument, if he can, than Tradition:) And, that 
we are of neceffity obliged to that day ; which was (himfelf acknow- 
ledges) a diftinftive /ign of them from other Nations, i&Circumcifion 
alfo was. And if this diftinflive mark (when the partition wall is 
broken down) do as much ceafe as that did: Tis as truly fuperjli- 
tion now to put a neceffity upon it, as upon Ctrcumcifion, Which 
though the Apoftles would, for a while, permit to the Jews ; ( to 
whom it had once been a Law) till they fliould be better fatisfied ; 
Yet would by no means allow to the Gentiles, to whom it had not 
before been a Law. And I think the cafe is jnft the fame of the 
Jewjb as contradiilinguiihed to the Lord's Z>ay. 

lam 
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